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To the P k E s 1 li E N r, 

Vi cE-PRfisi DENTS, and Fellows 

of ANTIQJJAKIESy LoNDON* 



of the 




.GENTLEMIKy 

I OUGHT amply to apologize for withdrawing the 
following Pieces from your Publications' after the fa- 
TDurable Reception they have met with at your hands ; 
and have only to urge, that I thought it more becoming 
my Q^Cf as well^as more refpedlful to the King^ who 
has vouchfafed to accept them^ that they ihoqld appear 
as an independent Work. 

I have not the Vanity to lay any Claim to publick Fa- 
vour—and therefore only look to the very few who may 
be attached to fuch Subjects from Curiofity^ Office, or 
Choice-— 

Contentus paucis le^oridus—^-^ Hor. 

though I confefs to have had the Prefumption to ihelter 
myfelf under the Size and Type of your Archaeolooia, 
with a modeft Wifli that thefe Papers may (by fome at 
leaft) be confidered as collateral Appendages to that learned 
and valuable Work. 
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As I am not without Hopes of adding to this little 
Publication, as Opportunity and Pocuments may o£fer» 
I have ftyled it Part the First;— and after returning 
my Thanks, to fuch Gentlemien of the Society, • and to my 
Friends in general, who have hitherto affifted me with 
their Gommumcationsi I have the Honour to be> 



Gentlemen, 



Your obliged 

And moft obedient Servant, 



SAMUEL PEGGE. 



Whitehall, 
AjMril 23, I78«< 
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AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT, Wtf, 



• 



DISSERTATION I. 



ON THE OBSOLETE O F F I C B 

^f the 
ES (QUIRES of the KING'S B O D Y •• 

So tbe Frefident tftbe Society of Jntiquaries^ Loodom 

Si r» 

AMONG the various ibbje^s which attra£fc the attention 
of your learned Society, thofe, I ihould imagine, cannot 
be unacceptable which relate to any ancient branch of the hwf- 
bold of your Royal Patron ; and as ieveral memoirs are found 
in the Archaeologia, confiding of matter of this kind, I beg 
leave through your favour, to offer, with deference, fome ac- 
count of the ancient and now obfolete office of The Esquires 



1. - 



^ Read at the Society of Antiquaries^ May 20, 1779* 

B 1 of 



8 On the Cfhfoltfe VJice of the 

of the King's Body. As the fubjc£l is but juft out of the reach 
of vhd voce information, it may perhaps be thought fcarce 
fipc enough for invefligation ; but I believe I may venture to 
affert that the nature^ duty^ &c. of thefe officers are as little 
known, as if they had been difcontinued for gges, though they 
were in being at the beginning of the prcfent century. I in- 
cline then to believe^ Sir, that the EsoyiRBs of the Body* 
Were an appendage to the King as being aKi^iGHT; and as 
every knight had anciently two Esquires attending him in an 
'incmiftc^ '^^gf^e| m^ tne n,fifo fxit^nt v^fy ww4 o^ * lOritieci wt 
leaft to four J which was no more than was claimed by every 
Peer, while a kntght^achehr had but two */ According to 
Mr. Camden, ^^ One of the Esquires carried the knight's heU 
<< met^ the other his buckler, and were his infeparable compa- 
<^ niohs,liolding lands of him by efcuage in the fame manner as 
♦* the Knight held of the king by knight sferotce^ Thefe 
are Mr. Camden^s words, and yet I cannot but think, though I 
am afhan>ed to difpute £> high an authority, that he has been 
led into an error, and that the Esquires bore the Knight's 
lance and buckler, and not the helmet and buckler. I take my 
ground for this prefumption from tho appearaboe which the 
Champion affords us on Coronations (perhaps the only re« 
prefentation now to be had of a Knight arm*d cap hpii) who 

* Prefatory Difcourft to CacidcD's Britannia^ Lord Audley laA f$ur Es- 
(^iREs at the baule of PoIAiert 1356, and hit liberality to them for their Ser- 
vices 18 on record^ where be transfers to them the bounty which Edvtarji tbi 
Black Princi had bcftowcd upon himfclf. fv. Echard's Hift. of Eng.] And Mr, 
Selden mentions an ead of Salifbory who hady^Mr £s<^iREs in the reign of king 
Kichard II. [Tit. Hon. p. 834. edit. 1631.] Sir Henry Spelman likewife tells 
us in general terms that the mbiliij bad anciently y^irr, when /ur^ only were 
allowed to knigbis-^achihrs [Procere^ quatuor» e^uites aiurau doos^ [ic. armlgerosj 
babuifle dicuntur]. Glofl*. in voce Armigir^ 

is 



EsajfrR£8 rf tbt Ki^^s Body. ^ 

k precede bj two £$qyiR«&, one of whom bear$ his Jance and 
ihc other bis^/VW *. 

W£ xnay add to this^ that the very terms Armioer and 
ScuTXFBRy which were their ancient proper titles^ imply rar 
.ther the bearing of the ol&nfive and defenfive weapons of the 
Knight than any part of his body sr$Mwr^ aiid point direAly 
at the lanee and Jbield: and further it can eafily be difcerned- 
that thq offices of Armiger and Scvtifj^r were formerly di- 
flinft from each other, with a manifeft inferiority on the part 
of the ScuTiFER or Jhield-'hearer ; for, exclufive of what will 
appear hereafter in Chaucer^s cafe^ it is obfervable in Sandford's 
account of the coronation of K[ng James IJ. ^which was as fuU^ 
accurate, and ftudioufly complete as poflible in all its branches) 
that of the champion's two Esquires, the Armiger (or h^ 
who bore the lance) had the .poft of honour and went . on the 
right hand of the other (the ScuTiFER).who carried the Ihicld^ 

Th£ Kkight had likewlfe in his fuite certain Pages to be 
occaiionally ready to do him iervice, who alfo appear in tha 
ceremonial of the Champion as depi(fied by Sandford, and the? 
helmets when not worn by the Knight might very properly be 
lorn by one of them. I ipeak oi Knights Bachelors ^ and it is of 
them that Mr» Camden is ipeaking^ for Barons and the higher 
orders of nobility had four Esquires, as we^ have feen^. and in 
fuch cafe a third Esquire might bear the he/met^ But to pro* 
ceed with the Esc^ires in queftion^. Though many £6 qui res 

* See Ogleby^s Coronation of king Charles II. and Sandford's Coronation of 
l^iiig James II. in both which we have drawings of this ceremonial. The heral* 
ilic account aKo fays that of the tw9 Esouires attendant on the champion (who 
if g^n^raUy fuppofed to be a knight),. one w^s to bear the latui and the other the 
jUeld* [v».L 7- in Off. Arm.] And further Mr. Du Frcfnc fays, that thofe who 
carried the iarms and the fiiiJd {arma ac fmta) of kmghts were called Armiger i 
and ScuTiFERX. [v*.GlofC in vocc.^^//«^.] 

might 
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40 On the Obfolete (^t of the 

might ferve under the fame Kniort» in proportion tDlns poll 
feilions, yet two feem only to have been of his iody^ had the 
cfpecial care of his perfon, and were his companions in hours 
of privacy and retirement. Analogous to this, the EsqtriRSS 
of the King's Body will be found to have been very confident 
tial officers, and anciently near the ^cyal P^r/bn both by day 
and night. 

I WAS led into this piece of chivalry by a paflage in Sbake-^ 
ffeare who makes Sir John Faljlaff^v^n upon the word Knight^ 
" When thou art king," fays Sir John to the prince of Wales, 
<< let not us that are SoiJiRBS of the Night*s Body be called 
«* thieves of the day's beauty ♦/• From this paflage it is very 
clear that Sbakefpeare underflood the Esqjjires of the Kino's 
Body to be an appurtenance to his Knighthood, .l^pon the 
fame idea the Esc^tirbs on Inftallations oi Knights of the. Batb 
are preferved in like manner as they were formerly ufed whea 
the 'Knighthood and Invejliture were conferred eodem inftante ; In* 
ftallation being a modern ceremony introduced upon the revi- 
val of the order (1725) in imitation of the Order of the Garter. 

The Knight of the Bath is attended at this day by three Gen- 
tlemen who go promifcuoufly, though erroneoufly^ under the de- 
nomination of his Esquires ; but one of them fhould be un- 
derftobd to be a Page, whofe office was to ride before the 
Eques Defgnatus after his bathings to the court for the purpofb 
of bis being dubbed and invejedf bearing the fwofd^ pummdl 
upwards, with the fpurs hanging upon the bilt^ while the two 
Esquires rode on each fide of the intended Knight. Mr. 
JSelden likewife allows but two Esquires to a Knight oi the 
iBatby and they were antiently called Esqjctires governors who 

* -Hen, IV. Part I. .aa I. fc !• 

were 
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Esquires of tbe Kin^s Body. 

were to ioftrud the Knight Iq matters of chivalry &c. *, 
This diftinAion is preferved in thtjiatutes of the order as it novir 
ftaads^.and in ancient ceremonials (two of. which are printed in 
Mr. Anfiis^s Obfervations on the order- of the BatbJ^ the two 
£s<^iR£s only ajre mentioned without taking any notice of 
the JPage. Thefe Esqjtjrxs Governors were rewarded by the 
Kn<6ht, (till within little more than a century) not by a fpe* 
cific fum of mpdey^ as others were who attended the cere* 
mony, but by anpuities durit^ lif& preierving thereby a relique 
of efcuage ^. To return to the £sqj7Irbs of the King's* 
Body. It appears from^ the hou(hold of king. Edward IV^ 
(called the Liber Niger DomAs Regis Angliae) that' their* 
denomination is relative;^ for there were at that time, botlv 
Knights and Esq^iebs of bou^oU^M they are there oalledy^. 
which laft confifled at leaft of forty in number ; and ^^ out of 
*• thefe, or otherwife chofcn, ^ were yj^a/? to be of the Body $.*• 
W^hsit number our kings might retain in vexy ancient times, o» 
in the field, is uncertain ; but, from this pisriod they did not in 
domeftic life ordinarily exceed^^i^r^ two of whom waited quar- 
terly (Tiemp. Edw. IV.) though afterwards one only was 
u|)on adlual duty at a time, except in proceflions, or ou occa« 
fions of parade.. Since, the reftoration indeed fupernumeraries 
have been appointed without duty or falary, with a reverfiouary 
intercft to fucceed of courfe on vacancies,, which was commoa 

* See the ancient manner of snaking Knights of theBatk ia the late Mr. An- 
ftis^s Obiervations publilhed I725>. extra£led fix>m. the Cott. Library Nero cix. 
XK foL i68. [v. alfo Selden's Titles of Honour, ch. v. fed. 47.] . 

t MS. in Off. Arm* Knigbu^Sirvice was abolifhcd (and EfcMgi fell of 
courfe) by Statute anno 12 Car* IL 

X We find however in a fubfequent book of Ordihances in this reign that king^ 
Edward IV. had enlarged thb number; for he bad (A. D. 1478) tm Knights 
and mne Esquires of his body^ JBibh.Harir N« 643* 

ia 



12 On the X)iJohte Offke ^ the 

ill other brandies of the houfliold. In a printed aecoilht of the 
coronation of king Edward VI. they are called kiepers rf the 
king^s per/on *, which appellation may very well be juftified 
by what will be offered prefently. 

Having thus bronglk the office within ^e.littifii of the 
houjhold^ I (hail beg leave to proceed to the inveftigation of 4he 
duty of the Esquire in waiting (as the court termts) from the 
King's riiing to his going to bed: after which time it wilt ap^ 
pear that the Esqvirb of the Body was the moft confidential 
officer of all others that ilept in the cousti. But I would firft 
obfdrve, that thefe officers, domeftically ipeaking, feeifttohave 
been entirely regal ; for Henry prince of Wales^ eldeft ion of 
King James the Firft (large as Kis honfliold eftabliihment was) 
had no EsoffiRB of bis Body, although he was a Knight f^ 

The EsoytRES oftbe Bodv then, Sir^ were iii the deipartnaent 
of the Lord Chamberlain, their duty being, for the moft pftrt, 
in the rooms above flairs : they w^e Gentlemen of birth, or of 
good alliance, if not of fortune : and though Esq^irs was the 
generical appellation, yet they were often knigbts^ which laft^ 
when fpoken of individually, were called KmcHTS of the Boi>y# 

In (bme caies one Knight of the Body feems to have been 
equivalent to two EsoyiRES ; for it is faid in certain cafes, th^ 
there muft be *^ two Esquires or one Knight,** Conform* 
ably with this I find, that when the King kept his eftate in the 
bah upon a principal feaji (Temp. Hen. VII •) there f;a: with 
him a bishop and a duke, and for want of a j>xskjl two earls; 
and this commutation is confirmed by the ordinances of king 
Edward IV« (147S) above-cited, where in the article relating to 
the counting- baufe it is faid <^ two fao£s make anfwer to OM 

^< GROOM^ two grooms tO Ont YEOMAN, and two YEOMEN tO 

* Mexia's Treafare of ancient and modern Learning* 

f Bibl. Harl. N'^ 642, now printed in Dn Bircb't Life of Prince Henry. 
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E|6<iUfR8» ef the King""* BoJ»r/ •$% 

^ a OBNttEMAH •♦** It is to bo obfcfvcd that thefe w(fO Chen 
ihe progreffiv^ ftages of official rank ; as ihey are, in many cafes^ 
at this day. Apart from the enlargenacnt of the nunf>ber of Ef- 
quires mentioned^ (p. ii») let us revert to the eftablilhment of 
the^^r which) wi find, with forae innovations had been the 
tifual conApiement* In the Liber Niger Don)Os Regis Angline 
(Temp. Edvi^. IV.) it is faid there ihali be ** EsqyiRES f(xr the 
<« KxM6*s B66Y JbUfi^ noble of condition, whereof always. 
«« two be attendant on the king*$ perfon to array and unarray 
*< him^ watcli day and night, and to drefs him in his oloaths ; 
^' and they be callers + to the Iwd chamberlain if any thing 
<^ lack for his peribn or plea6iunce. Their bufinefs is in many 
^ iecrets, (bma fitting in the king's chamber^ Ibme in the ball 
** with perfohs of like fervioe, which is called knights fervice^ 
^ Taking every of them for his iiveiy at night*' [a certain 
quantity of breads wine, and ale, and in winter certain allow-* 
ances of candles, wood, &c«] << and wages in the counting- boufe^ 
** if he be prefent in court, daily /even pence halfpenny^ and 
** cloatbing with the houfehold winter and fummer, or t\k forty 
** Jkitlings^ befides his other fee of the jewel houfe, or of the 
^^ treafurer of T)ngland, and, befides his watcbing^chathing of 
^< chamber of the king's wardrobe. He hath abiding in this 
<* court but two fervants [and] livery fufRoient for his horfcs in 
♦* the country by the herbergtr |/* Thefe ordinances do not 
limit the numbw of horfes ; but the ftatutes, made at Elthan) 
anno 17 Hen. VIII. (15*6), fay that every knight belonging to 
the houlhold, whether of the body or not, fhall be allowed fla^ 
bling for fix horfes, and every efquire of the body five horfes. 
Anciently if an Esquire of the Bo©V went abroad in the cha- 

^ See Bibl. Harl. H? (^%i p« gt. t R'etaiaer9« 
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raster of an ambailador, he had an efcorte of borfe allowed by 
the king, fuperior to other efquires, viz. ^,— when a common 
ciquire had, at the moft, but Jhur. A Knight of the Bodv 
had ten^ and fometimes fifteen horfes on like occafions ; when 
a mere knight (not of the body, or at leaft not of the 
houihold) had in the proportion of etgbt to ten^ or of ten to 
Jifteen *. The ftatutes of Eltham likewife allow every EsoiJiRB 
of the Body to xttdliifour fervants^ two of whom were allow- 
ed to eat in the haU. 

This book of ordinances of king Edward IV. then prefcribes 
sn outline of the offices to be performed by the Esquire 
of the Body upon duty; and orders, that " one of them 
*« make [ready] the king's cupboard [at night], and not depart 
*« from it tilJ the king had drunken for AlUnlgbt^^ which we 
may fuppofe was taking his leave in a grace-cup. The term 
feems to explain itfelf, but I (hall prefently give a full account 
of tlie ceremony. Antecedent to thi« (according to thefe ordi- 
nances) one of the Knights of the Body, together with a gen- 
tleman USHER, was to fupervife the making of the KiNG*i5 
bed, and (according to the orders temp. Hen, -VII.) , to fprkikle 
it with hoFy water, and at a proper time to fet the king's fword 
at the hecVs head f . 

In feme ordinances for the government of the hou(hoId, 
made in the reign of king Henry V'll.' it- is faid that the 
EsQjjiRES for the Body (hall **■ array and unarray the king, 
*' and no mart clfe was to fet 'hand' on^ him/* » Btit this, I ap- 
j)rehend, mufl: at that period be confined within the limits of 
x\Mt bedchamber \ for when the king drefled.in his Pr/^ Cifr^m- 
her\ the Eltham ftatutes (aoade in the next rcigii) fay expreffl/ 

• Kcarne's Dffcourrcs^ Vol. I. p. 152. ^it. .17^3. in % vol^ 8vo# 
+ Lc Nc\c's Collcflions in the office of arms, WW. 
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EsoyiRES of the Kin^s Body. 15 

(ill the article relating to that apartment) the king is to be ap- 
parelled by the « gentlemen of the privy chamber.*' 

In that room, againft the time of the king^s rifing, were ap- 
pointed to attend him six gentlemen of the privy chamber^ two 
gentlemen ujhersy four grooms^ the page, and the ^<jr3^r, which 
laft was to come furnifhed with " water, cloths, bafon, knives^ 
•* combs, fciffars, &c. for trimming and dreffing the king's 
** head and beard." Both thefe circumftances might however 
very well fubfift at the fame time; for the kino might be 
drefled biit loofdy in the bed-chamber by the Esquire of his 
Body, and proceed to the more finifhed and ornameatal part of 
his drefs in the privy chamber. 

At dinner there was another office to be performed by the 
EsoyiRE; for the above-cited ordinances of king Henry VII. 
tell us that ^< one of the EsCjuires of the Body is to be 
" ready, and obedient at dinner zw^fupper^ to ferve the King of 
f * his pottage at fuch time as he (hall be commanded by the 
<« fewer and gentleman ujher!^ Whether the esquire ferved tlie 
king of any thing more than merely the pottage at dinner and 
fuppery does not appear : but in the afternoon (on certain fcfti- 
vals at leaft) when there was a voyde * the EsQurRE ferved 
the KING with the cup when no greater eftate was prefent. 

* A voydi was a fm^U refection of fpicet (a term at that time including; 
all forts of iweets of the confeAionary kind)^ and rich iSDina frequently taken 
by the king and queen after iven-fong, which on great feftivals was attend- 
ed with much ftate. I have no better guefs at the meaning of the word thnn 
ttiat it is a transfer of the term from the uUnfil to ihe ceremonyy a v^yder being 
t kind of irayy ftill in ufe, under that denomination, for the purpofe of moving 
glailirs, &c. from one room to another. Time feems to have contradcd the word 
t little, though its meaning has been enlarged fo far as to imply the whole ccre- 
Aiony. ** After which then was a voyde" occurs frequently in accounts of anr 
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Tfi<i^Qn w« havo m>w left the kin & ia Vi%prjivy ckamfer^ 
and in the bands of the fervatxs of that ap^f tment, yet we mu(k 
not entirely difmifs the E5<iuiile ; for Sir H* Spelmap feys, tbat 
when the king went out^ the office of the Esqijike was to fol- 
low him and carry the cloak ** 

Thus much for the office of the Esquire of the Body ly 
day ; but the principal| moil; eilential^ and mod honorable part 
of his duty was at night : for whea the kino retired to bfd^ thCi 
EsQui&E had the concentrated i^ovdtt oi the gentkminu/hers^ 
the vice chamherJain^ and lord chamberlain^ in himfelf^ haTiog the 
abfolute command of the houfe both above and below flairsw 
At this period (the reign of king Henry VIIL) and till the 
clofe of the laft century, the royal apartments* from the bed 
chamber to the guard chamber inclufively, were occupied in the 
night by one or more of the fervants belonging to each cham* 
ber refpedively. The principal officer, then called the gsntle- 

V. 

cient high feftlvals. But what moft favours this derivation is a paflage In Sir 
George Buck's Account of the Coronation of K. Richard III. ^* Laftly/' fays he, 
*^ after dinner came the lord mayor of Londam and the /berifff with a voyobr.** 
[Life of K« Richard III,] The lord mayor of London is chief butler on 9 coro- 
nation, and ^rves the king with a cup of wine, and this formerly might be a 
branch of that office. The only veftiges of a voydo remaining at prefent are pre- 
ferved in the ceremony of the maundy, performed in his majefty's chapel at 
White-Hall when after ovimng prayers (the bufineft of the day being finifhed) 
the officiTi belonging to the Almonry retire to the Voftry^ where diey are fervcd, by 
the proper officers refpeAively, with Rtfo waUr to wa^ their hands, and for their 
refre&ment with Rolls of Broad^ and SacL 

* Die, principem foris progfedientem, fubfequitur (fc. Armiger ad corpus) pal- 
lium ejus ferens in cafulft. [Spelman's GlofT. in voce Armigor.} The ofyuin at- 
tended the Hng in progreifes probably for this as well as other purpofes. [Sec 
Leland's CoUe£bliea, edit. ult. VoU IV« p« 191.] This branch of the tffuin^s of* 
fice has now devolved upon the Pago of Hoaoury who, at Reviews, carries the 
King's iloai^ or in more modern language his furtout^ on horfeback placed before 
himia a p<>rt*nuuiteau of blue velvet richly guarded with gold lace. 

6 MAN 






itAN (119W the I.ORD) of the hed cbamier^ flept on apalleNbed ia 
Che fame room with tb« k;iko» ao4 m thi^ mte-roonu between 
the pf'ivy thamitr and the hid cbamher^ (in the reign of king 
Charles IL at leaft) fl^t the giqom of the M chamber *» In 
the privy cbamier oext adjoining flept two of the ^ qbntle* 
MEN cftbe PRIVY CHAMBER in wauiog^ and in the prejence 
eiMmhr the Esqjfirb if tkf Bo^Vf on a pallet* bed, upon 
the haut paSt under the ehfb of 0fi0te^ while one of the PACEa 
of the prejence chamber flept in the fame roorn^ without the 
verge of the canopy, not far from the door. Ail thefe tempo* 
rary beds were put up at nighty and difplaced in the morning, 
by the officers of a particular branch of the wardrobe called the 
wardrobe of beds^ Beyond all thefe in the guard room was the 
watcb^ confifthig of a certain number of the yeomen of the guards 

After Supper, previous to theKiNO^s retiring to his Bed 
Chamber^ the proper Officers were to fee all things furniihed for 
the Nighty feme for the King*s Bed Chamber^ and others for 
the King's Cup-board^ which was fometimes in the Privy Cham- 
ber, and fometimes in the Prefence Chamber, at the Royal Plea^ 
fure, and fiirnMhed with Refedions for the King's Refrefhment 
if called for. After this the Officers of the Day retired^ and 
committed all to the Charge of the Esqjjire of the Body. 
This Domeftick Ceremony was called The Order of All- 
Night; the Nature of which I (halinow give at large from 
an account preferved in the Lord Chamber lain^s Office -f. 
The Writer who was himfelf an Esc^ire of the Body to two 
fucceffive Kings goes circumftantially through the whole of 



* Ordinances of King Charles II* 

t Conununicatcd to me by the late George Wilmot^ Efq. when firft clerk ia 

thatoflke« 

the 



iS On the Oifolete*(yffice^ &c. 

the Esqjtire's Bufinefs oftbeNigBt; from whence it will appetir 
that, even fo lately as the middle of laft Century, the Office 
was of fb confidential a Nature, that no Dtfpatch, Letter, or 
MeHage, could be communicated to the King in the Nighty bMt 
what was brought to the Esquire on Duty, and by him car- 
ried inpropr:d perfond to the King. 

I RAVE taken the liberty to add fuch notes as appear neceifary 
for the information of thofe who are unacquainted with the 
eflablifliment of the Royal Houfliold* 
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rr^e ORDER of ALL'NIGH% 

m 

Asdtktibcd by FERDINJNDO MARSHAM 

Esquire of the Bobv 

To K. CHARLES h and K. CHARLES 11^ 



^^rirnHE ORDER o§ All-Night for the King wa» 
** X anciently as foUoweth. 

^^Tht Gmtkman-UJhfr^ Daily Waiter iy havuig the Charge 
*« of conftant Attendance upon his Majefty until 9 o'Clock at 
*' Night, called to t\it Teoman C^^r J attending at xht Guard' 
^^Cbambfr Door for Ten Teomen to attend him to go for All- 
** Night for the King. The Gentleman UJher went bare-headed, 
** and the Teoman IPJherl to xh^ Pantry for bread — to the But* 

^ Mr. Marlham was a collateral Anccftor of the Right Hcnourable Lord ' 
RoMNEY, being. the younger Brother of the firfl Sir John Marniam, fiarooet, as 
appears by comparing WoocTs Athenae OxonieDfes with, the Peerages. I find him 
an Eiquire of the Body to King Charlestlh in a Prefent State of the Year 1674 
[peaes me]; and it appears by his own account tbat.he had ferved K. Ch&rles I. in 
the fume capacity* 

fwlnthe Prefinci Chamber^ which is fituatcd next without the Privy Ckimber^ 
Z1C four Gentlemen Ufhers, Daily IVaiUr^^ who at prefent officiate Monthly by 
turns. The Superior of thefc is the Gentleman Ufhcr of the Black Rody whofe 
attendance on the«Kipg is difpenfed wiih on account of his Parliamentary Duty, 
he being the Gentleman Ufher appropriated to the Houfe of Peers. He is lilcewifc 
Gentleman Ufher of the lyioft Noble Order of tlic Garter, 

X Thefe, eight in Number, arc now a Branca of the. Yconiwi of the Guard, 
and (Vre tiie lowcil O^ler of UQicvs* 

^« iery 
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<* tery [i. e. Butlery] for Two PlagoQS of Beer ♦—to the Spktryt 
*' for Sugar ^ Nutmegs^ &c.— to the fFine^Cellar for two great 
** Flagons of JVine f — and drank the KiKfe^s Health in both 
•* Cellars^ caufing all to be uncovered going and back, having 
«* a Groom of the Chamber % carrjing a lighted Torch before the 
** Gentleman Ujher until he returned into the Prefence Chamber^ 
** and lay all the Strokes ufron the Cup^board there i and fo de* 
^^ livers all to the Esquire of the Body and takes his Leave. 

** The EsQjjiKS then takes the Inner Kep and^ Chaise of 
«* All-Night, calls to the Teoman Ufber or Clerk of the Cheque 
*< for the Roll of the PTa/cb and the Page' of the Prefence%^ 
** with z Silver Bajin^ vrith z fTax Morier \\^ khd Sizes ^^^ at- 
** tends the Esquire into the Prhy Gallery jf{. Then he [the 
«' Esquire] takes the Bafin Xl^ fkc and carries it to the KittG^s 

* A l^lagooy according to Bp. Fleetwood, held Four (2|U^tt, 6t ft Gallon, 
[t. Chronicon Prctiofum.] 

t By great FIagon« of Wine perhaps is meant Ale-Meaftu^ The SsrpUs of 
thefe Articles was then probably a Perc]aifite to fome inferior oficer. 

X Of thefe Officers there are Ten^ who belong to the Great Chaoiber (long con* 
founded with the Guard Chamber), and are prbperly the Houlhold Meflengers 
under the Lord Chamberlain. 

^ Four in number, who wait alternately in the Pre&nce Chamber. 

II Derived from the French word Mortier, which^ among other things, figni* 
£es A Chamber Lamp [Cotgrave in Voce Mortier'^. Mr. Menage thmks that the 
Pnjidents au Ntortier in France are fo ftyled from the fhape of their Caps, which 
originally refembled an Apothecary's Morter. [v. Menage, Dift. Etymologique, in 
voce Mortier,] An Etymological Writer, however, tells us, that the Term, aa 
applied to their Caps is Celtic^ and that the Word Mtriiir is a Compound of 
Mor (great) and Tier (Crown), [v. A Specimen of an Etymological Vocabula- 
ry« p. 44. London. 1768, 8vo.] 

** Certain Allowances of Bread, Beer, Cheefe, &c» are fo called to this Day 
in the Univerfity of Cambridge. 

ft The Court was then at White-Hall, wh^re there was a Privy Gallery. See 
jthe following Diilertation prepe finem. 

X\ The Ufe of the Bafon will be explained hereafter ia Sir Francis Kynafton'a 
lilotc on a Paflage in Chaucer, with a fuller De&ription of the Ahrter. 

Bei^ 



^' Bed-cbamher^ aod ftays until his majeftjr goes into his bed, 
" and then goes himfelf to bed, under the State in the Prefence 
•* Chamber^ in z paHet-hed^^ fen t up from the ward^robe. At 
<< eight o'clock in the morning there was the Es(^ir£*s breakfafi: 
^* ufualiy brought up to the waiter s chamber^ where the Gentle- 
** man UJloer attended with a garter Waiter +, to relieve and 
<^ difcharge him^ and to take care of the daily waitings and to 
•' fee the prejence and other rooms ntade fweet and clean. The 
<^ breakfaft was a good piece of boiled beef of fourteen pound 
^^ weight, with bread, beer, and wine; and ibmetimes a boiled ca« 
*« pon, and a piece of veal or mutton. 

" There was a fiik traverfeXhyin^ up, aitd drawn by xh^fage 
^^ \pi the prefence] and the cbair turned, and the page lay on a 
♦* pallet-bed without the traverfe. 

^< After 

^ Etymologifts differ fo much about the derivation of the word PaBH^ that I 
muft beg leave to refer you to Junius^ Skinner^ Minjbeuj &c.. We all knew 
that it was a low bed, without curtains, very little raifed above the floor, and 
which, for ijt^s more eafy removal, I apprehend, ufualiy went upon wheels : from 
whence, in very humble life, it was vulgarly called a Trundle-hed^ as alfo a 
TruckU^bid^ which in the day*time^ for want of room^ was concealed under a 
Jiigber bed. 

t There are iigbt gentlemen ufhers quarierly^waitersf fubordinate in rank to 
the gentlemen ulhers daily-waiters^ one of whom now waits monthly in the pri^ 
JencC'-cbamhtr. 

% This term, in the prcfeat inftance, merely implies a curtain ; but it is fre- 
quently ufedi by a Synecdoche, to exprcfs the whole cloth of ejlatcy or campy. The 
word feems to have been imported from Italy — Traverfa^ in old Italian, fignifying 
a curtain^ meaning, I prefume^ when applied to a window, as being drawn crofi it^ 
which afterwards might be adopted to e^prefs curtains in general, [v. Florio's 
Italian Oi£lionary in voc«]. The R^l Trawrfes fcem to haye hctnfited in fome 
apartttfents, and in others* to have bejen titnpQrajj : thus anciently upon marriages^ 
tchrijiemifigs, &c. occafional traverfii werepyt ^p in the cbapilrQyaly and the little 
canopy or pavilion^ now erefled by the fni^ of the altar, when the King and 

D QUEEtf 
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'. " After the esquike of the body had carried the mortef. 
" hito the bed-chamber J and received the wcr^ of the king, with 
" his treble [triple] key^ which the esquire in waiting alw«iys 
** had, he locked the outward doors leading into the privy lodg^ 
*' /«^J, and then went into the guard-chambery and fet the 
" watch \\j and then returned to the pre/ence^ chamber j where he 
" lodged under the canopy^ being the chief officer o? that 

^* NIGHT. 

** In all the time of my duty and fervice upon my Royal Maf- 
" ter, his late Majejiy of blefled memory, I, being Esquire of 
•• the Bopy, did always come into the King*s bed chamber 
*« without alking leave of any ; and I did every night, having 
** my fword and cloak on, bring in the morter into his majefty'3 
/< bed chamber i and flayed there as long as I pleafed, which was 
** commonly till his majejiy went into bed ; and, having received 
** the word from his majefty, I fet the guards and after all- 
" NIGHT was ferved up, 1 had the fole and abfolute command of 
** the houje above and below Jiairsy as his majefty did declare upon 
M feveral occafions to be the right of my place. And in the 

Queen receive the communion^ would antiently have been called a trover fe. The 
Jiall of the Dean of the Chapel^ and thofe of Archbljhops and BfJhopSy in their cathe>- 
drals, are tr aver feu All thefe fmaller traverfes have curtains^ as anciently had the 
doth of ejiate^ not only of the fovereign^ bttt of feme of the nobility at leafl: : 
for in a print of the Howard Family^ engraved by Vertue, from a paintiiig at 
Uorfolk-houfe^ the curtains of the cloth (tf efiate are exprefled. It is a private print, 
but is well known to the connoifTeurs. 

11 The fitting the watch became afterwards the duty of the Exempts (or Exons) 
of the Yeomen of the Guard. Thefe gentlemen zxt officers of that Corps next below 
the Enjign^ and are four in number, who wait by turns. The Exempt on duty 
fleeps in the palace at prefent, being commander of the detachment o( yeomen on 
duty for the night. As thefe officers were not added to the corps till the year 
1668, we are brought nearly to the time when Mr. Mariham wrote this account 
viz. between the Reftoration and that year* 

7 •< time 



Est^iRES of the King^i Body. ^j 

<* time of war, upon all occafioirs that required, I went Uito the 
". bed cbamhery and awaked his majejiy^ and delivered all letters 
** andmeflages to his majejly ; and many times, by Wxsmaje/ifs 
" command, I returned anfwers to the letters, and delivered 
" orders. And I remember that, coming to the Kinq's bed 
** chamber door, which was bolted on the infide, the late earl 
" of Bristol *,. then being in waiting, and lying there, he 
** unbolted the door upon my knocking, and aiked me what 
♦« news? — I told him I had a letter for the King. The Earl 
** then demanded the letter of me, which I told him I could 
•* deliver to none but the King himfelf : upon which the King 
** faid — ^ The Efquire is in the right ; for be ought not to deliver 
*^ any letter or mejfage to any but njyfelfj he being at this time the 
** CHIEF officer OF MY HOUSE; and if he had delivered the 
*^ letter to any other y I jhould not have thought him fit for his 
♦« place' ' • 

^* And beforie this time I never heard that any offered to hin- 
*« der the Esquire from coming to the King, and I have fre- 
*^ quently brought letters and meflages to the bedfide when the 
♦^ Duke of Richmond was in waiting +. By me, 

«* Ferdinando Marsha m J/' 

The truth of this account of the Esquire's accefs to the 
KiNt>*s perfon in the night is confirmed by orders for the govern- 
ment of the Houjhold [Temp. Car. II.] above cited, made (as ap- 

* Of the name of D/^i/, created £arl ofBrifioly anno ao Jac. !• which title 
became ex tin£t 1698. 

^ f Lodcvick Stuart was created Duh rf Richmond 1604. The title extinguished 
167a. 

X We are probably indebted to Mr. MarJbanCs piqiie at the behaviour of the 
Earl $f Brijigl for this infight into the above little ceremonial. 

Da* pears 
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pears from fbmc circumftances) about the year 1670, and figticS 
by the King, where It is faid that, 

^« If any bufinefs of importance or difturbancc (hall happen^ 
** which is fit WE Ihould be acquaintied with, he (the Esquire) 
<< (hall come through our Privy Chamber^ acquainting theCtN- 
*« TLEMEN that lodge there that it ia for our fervice he pafleth 
«* that way, and (hall come and give notice to a oitooivf of our 
*< BED-CHAMBER lodging in our l^raivlng Room'^y who xhall 
** acquaint the gentleman op the SEd-CHAMBER in nvaiting 
«* therewith, and then bring the Esqtire xmto hitn, to deliver 
<* his meflage and butinefs unto us.'* The Etitrte of the %ed^ 
chamber was however foon afterwards taken from the Esquires^ 
not with {landing the jbove- cited ordinance, *vhich is fo ilrohg 
and explicit : fox, by frefti orders of the year 1673, the Esquire 
is directed, 

V To wait in the withdrawing- room to receive the Kvatct^ 
" word; and that he prefume not to come into our hei-cham^ 
«* her until w£ are pleafed to call for him : and when we have 
** given him the word he is to depart immediately, rnilefi wk 
«* fliall command him to ftay longer +.** The Esquires how** 
ever were reftored to their priftine honour in the fiicceeding 
reign; for the orders refpeding ihe bed-chamber of the year 1685, 
fay, '^ The Esoyims of our Bodt attending fiiall come into 
«< our Bed Chamber without kavt when be brings the morttr^ to 
>' receive the waidhw&rd ftom v$^ ead may flay till we go to 
*• bed ;}:.•• After all-night was ferved, no one was permitted 

^ An ante- room to the bid-tbambery between that and the prhy^hambsr^ 
t This appears fr^m a contiwerfy wtiich arofe ( 1*83) between the L$r4 Ckam- 
herlain and the Groom of the Stole^ touching the right of the former to the EWTltiE 
of ifae hiiribamborWi^^iiX Iftave^-the circiUalftancea of itluch I hope to gi^e in a 
future memoir, 
X Orders for the GoVfrnmcnt of thg Bed Cbambsr of that year, pems mo. 

4 (according 



(accol»Sing to tka ftstutes of Etrham) to cofne t^hin the jf^efenct 
ehamber^ except the two gentlemen who (lept In the privY 
chambeK« This order feecns to have been grounded upon that 
of kingBdwaord IV, (A* D. 1478,) which iays, that a^ftcr the 
fervioe df ALL-NIGHT t^e petformcd| **noofficer*' [jthat is, who* 
hdd 4^y-^My ooly] ^* 'was to abi4e in his office^ nor return to^ 
<< his odSoe agat^n afwr hid depAt^t^, without e^ecial com- 
«« mandfiieifit of- the tcmo bv the <^ttti^ or elfe by afpecial 
^ toktaitem the VT^Alfb of «he houfhotd^ at from the kxng'^ 
»^ <Mriti'ftBK*sciHAM9lis>LAiK^«'* Thefoliowing circumftance^ 
jfegM*diiig the etiquette d^ the mdrtiing a^e obTeryable when the 
preience chadab^r w^ t^ I'^me if s (latei without any traces of 
tts hanng been iillbd as a bed<:hamben The &;ltham ftatutes 
fay, ^* that t1*e fage^ [of this diatflbe*] «« (hall dafly arife at 
** Jhven tfibt clocks ht fbcte aftier, making the fires, and warn- 
** ing the Esquires of the Body (emblably to arife foon after 
'• that houi% ft^as d^ey^nay be ready in the King^s chamber^. 
^ drefied ih all ftich thiAgs tts ftppettaincth, by eight of the clock 
«< at fartheft/* hvtA \^ ihew how facred this room was held 
even when the king wai *hcft prdfent, none but the ofiicers be-- 
longing to* it were' fofRwefl to enter, not even the fervants of thfe 
/isquiRE^ themfelves; fbr the order goes on and peremptorily 

* See the ^mdiliances ^ king^dward IV. in the HsN-teian Library, N* 642*. 
It nay not be •niiiii to t>bfeme h^re* that there were two books of houfliold ordl- 
jianceB wMch ifiued wkbia a few years of each other in that reign. The date of 
Hit Jirfi does not appear, but it is jifcert^ined by Sir Robert Cptton, Bart* to have 
been ©F the year 1472, [v. Cottoni Pofthuma, p. i67.] The ficond fpeaks for 
)t(e)f, tnd vnz of th>e year 1478,* and is ealled ^< Irbe New Bosk oftht Hn^ld of 
*« King Edward IV." They are both to be fecn in BibU HarU N« 642*^ All- 
HlOttT was t\ktv^ firvid Uom- Cfindlsmas to Mictaeimas by day^lighi, and front 
Michoilmas tO Candlemai by iigln o'clock at fariheft» [O^dinaaoefi- of the year 

ehjpins^ 
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enjoins, " that none of the Jervants of the faid Esquires for the 
^' Body come within the^ pallety^ [that is prtfente\ " chamber^ 
" but be attendant at the door of the fame, as well at night as 
** in the mornings with fuch garments as their mafter Ihall 
*' wear, and that the faid faoe, at the requeft and command- 
** ment of the faid bsq^ires, fetch in and bear out their 
** night-gear^ and all other their apparel, and in Eke wife 
*^ make them ready as well at night as in the morning accord* 
** ingly.'* Thefe orders then proceed to this efFedt, that left 
the preparation of the chamber for the king's reception flw)uld 
be hindered by the negligence of the efquires^ they were, if 
tardy in rifing, to retire in their night-gowns to their private 
apartment, and there drefs themielves ; and if the. room is not 
evacuated in due time, the page is ftridly commanded to re« 
prefent the matter to the lord chamberlain without fear or 
affeftion at his peril. 

Thus much. Sir, for the domeftlck fundions of thefe es- 
quires: we muft now look for them in procejjians and other 
folemnltles. On the deraife of king Edward IV. the corpfe was 
conveyed from the palace of Weftminfter to the abbey, ** born 
^« by divers knights and esquires that were of his bopy V 
On the eve of the coronation of king Richard III, in the pro- 
ceffion from the Tower to Weftminfter the mantles and hats of 
ejfate were " worn and born + by John Sapcote and William 
*^< Cateft)y Esquires of the Body of our fovcreign lord the 
" KING before his highnefs J." On this occafion their allow- 
ance for apparel from the wardrobe was nine yards and a half of 
crlmfon velvet. When king Henry the seventh's queen 

* Archaeologia, vol. I. p. 348* 

f See wardrobe account of the year 1483, printed in the Antiquarian Reper- 
tory. Vol. II. p. 247. 

\ The hats I conceive were born in their hands : but the mantles are faid to have 
been worn bawderick^wiftj u e. obliquely over the right fhoulder in the manner 
of the anticnt fword-bclt# 

proceeded 
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proceeded from the Tower to Wefimtt^tr^ the day bc'fofe the co- 
ronation, the canopy wis born by fpur KNi<^HTS oif the body *. 
On the follQwing day at the coronation It tvas fupported, a$ 
ufual, by the bacoos'.of the, cinque ports^: A mo!>g others who 
accompanied the princes$ Waky, daughter of king Henry 
VIL to France on her marriage with Louis XII. wera 
r/^i&/£s(vy IRES of the King's Body, with an extra l^llowance 
of thirteen fliilHngs and four pence per day +. This was early 
in. the reign of Henry VIII. who, though, he had hyxtfour es- 
Q371RBS /W ordinary^ yet he perhaps hzA four extraordinary who 
might be called to this Ax^ty propter dignitatem^ ox i^tSiblj fu» 
pernumeraries might be' appointed ^r^;7/(i vice. 

In the fame reign at the chriflening of prince Edward 
(afterwards king Edward VI.) the font was kept by two 

•KNiOHTS andy^^^r EscuJiHiEs of the Body J. At the corona* 
tion of king Charlf.s II. in the procefSon through the city 
on horfeback (fays Ogleby), rode •* in their places the Es- 
•• QUIRES of the Body four in number." At the coronation 
dinner we (hall find two of them employed in a manner that 
fhewed their official adhefion to the Royal Per fbn : theie wc 

.may fuppofe were the two feniors whole bufinefs is thus de* 
fcribed by Ogleby. <' Before the coronation dinner two Es- 

-♦• QUIRES of the Body took their feats upon two little foot- 

•** flools on either fide of the feet of the king's chair (which 
^< was placed oppofite to the middle of the table,) and there fat 
^^ till the KING came in to dinner, when rifing, and perforni- 
*< ing their duty in placing the king's robes, for his better 

• On account of the diftancc tWilvi knights were appointed for the purpofe, 
fiur bearing it at a time, who relieved each other, by claffes. [Addenda to Lc- 
laiid*a Colleaanea, Vol. IV. p. 221.] 

t Idem. VoU II. p. 70a. 

X M. 6« in Ofi* Arm. where the knJgbts and ifquins are mentioned hy name, 

** conveniency 
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^ convefiiency of fitting, they fat dowa again at the king's 
«< feet focne part of dinner, timet until the kino gave them 
^^ leav6 to rife *•** I find them in a fimilar pofition in the time 
of king RiCHARn IIL for m a MS* account <^ the coronation 
of that king and his queen Ann^ it is (aid, that, during dinner, 
t% two Esquires of the Body were lying (or rather, as we 
«< may fuppofe, fitting in a recumbent pofture) und/^r the 
«< king's board ^P In a like fituation I find two ladimt the 
coronation of Elizabeth the queen of king Henry VII. for 
grace being i^id^ ^< Dame Katheryn Gray^ and maiftrifs Dithn^ 
«« wente updre the table,, wh^r the [they] fett on ether fide the 
<< queen's feetee al the dyner time J." 

In all procefifiona tha( I have^ feen, whether on coronations^ to 
parliament to cimrchr or ^fi$nerals^ theie officers had a reipeAable 
place, and from their fituations on fuch occafions and other au«» 
fhorities we may difirem that they had ^Jpicific rank. Sir Henry 
l^lman gives them the fas of all efquires ty office (fuch as may be 
termed, if lam allowed the exprefiion, artificial efquires), and even 
doubts whether they did not precede tht eldejl fons ^knights: 
foot of this laft circumfiance, Sir Henry fpeaks diffidently, and 
feemsnotto have given hioifelf the trouble of enquiring minutely, 
as he might have done, the office and all its appendages being 
well known in hts dnaiD §; Mr. Selden is filent on the fubjed: 
of their precedence, as is Sir William Segar : Francis Mark^ 
ham, howevei;, in' his Decades of Honour, fays, the-firft fort of 

; * Oghby^s Coroaifthm of^iog Charles II. p. iS;. 

t M. 7. in Off. Arm. 

X AddnUa to Leiand-s CoUefi»n»«i voK IV. p, xa6* 

§ Th«fe arc hit words^ '< later A»o»igerof qui fitmt, non nafcontor, primafu 
" habcntar quaiuor illi Jrmigeri ad corpus Rigis :** and. then adds, "Qpoa. ct 
«< cquitum filiis primogenitis anteponendos alTerunf;" [Spelm, GUIT. in voce 

Armiger,'} 

efquiresy 
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f/qulresj are the EsQt/iREs of the Kin^g's Body ?. Mr. Cam- 
den likewife, fpeaking of efquires^ fays ** the chief are they vvlio 
** are chofen to attend the king's person/* Thefe muft be 
underftood, to be the esquires in queftion ; for thofe, whci 
were antiently called efquires of houjhold — ^were, at the time 
when Mr, Camden wrote, called ^^;j//^w^« of the privy cham- 
ber. There can be little doubt then that thefe esc^uires were 
by their office the premiers^ and had precedence of all efquires 
by creation and qfice^ though not of all who had that denomi- 
nation by birth. As thefe officers preceded all other efquires^ 
fo we may conclude analogically that Knights of the Body 
had the precedence of other knights . This agrees very well 
with what Sir William Segar fays +, ** that the heralds at fu- 
^* nerals are to marfhall the mourners into their feveral clafle?, 
•* as, gentlemen^ efquires^ knights^ &c. ever preferring (caeteris 
** paribus) her majeftfs officers and fervants.^^ In proceflions at 
the lafter end of the (ixteenth and the beginning of the feven- 
teenth centuries, I find the place of the Esquires of the Body 
varying very much, and, from comparing them, one would in- 
cline to doubt whether they or even knigbts-bacbelors^ had pre- 
cedence. Thus (anno 1588) in ^^^« £//^^^^/AV proceflion to 
St. Paul's the Esquires of the Body had place above knights ; 
in a procefiion to parliament in the fame reign, I find them be- . 
low knights, and at the queen's funeral they are again placed 
above knights. In king James's reign they walked above 
knights kt the king's entry %. In the proceflion to parlia- 
ment (1603) ^ ^°^ them above knights, and on the fame oc- 
cafion (1614) below them. From this flu£tuation of rank little 

* Decade IL Epiftle 6. Loadon 1626, fmall folio. 
' f Honour Military and Civil, p. 253. 
% At the coronation of king James I. no inigbts walked^ 

£ can 
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can be collected : but as it is a glaring abfurdity to fuppofe an 
efquire can, at any rate, precede a knight^ the matter may be 
Iblvcd thus ;--that in fuch of thefe cafes where they went above 
KNIGHTS, they Ihould have been ftyled knights of the bodyi 
and when below them esquires of the body, diflinguilhing the 
fpecics from the genus. But we can have recourfe to more an- 
tient authority from whence the EsQiriRE's rank may be difco* 
vered with precifion ; for, in the order of all eftatcs fct forth by 
Anthony earl Rivers in the 20th year of king Edward the 
Fourth, the parties are thus placed. 

Knights Bachelors. 
Eldeji fons of Bannerets. 
Eldeft fons of Bachelor Knights. 
Esquires of the Kinoes Boor. 
Younger fons of Bannerets. 
Younger fons of Knights Bachelors ♦• 

Prom hence it is clear that the Esquires of the Body had 
at that period a middle rank with refpefl: to efquires by birtby 
viz. below the eleUfi fons of bannerets and knight s-bacbelors^ and 
above th^'w younger fons. 

The wife of the esquire would likewife have a derivative 
rank, which is m fome fort afcertained by the following autho- 
rities. In fome ordinances of apparel which I find in the office 
of arms f, the wife of an Esquire of the Body might wear 
fve powderings % on her bonnet^ when the wife of a common ef 
quire might wear but two : and again in ^^ the ordinance of ap« 
^< {)arel for all eftates for the time of mourning made by Mar* 



* Hart's MSS. in Off. Arm. 
+ Vincent's Precedents. 

\ Each black tuft upon the white fur groand, which we colleAirely call 
iMfju, is termed a fc%oifri9g» 

I *< CARET 
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<* CARET COUNTESS of RICHMOND, (anno 18 Hen, VII. on 
•* the death of prince Arthur *) it is faid that the queen's 
«< CHEYF gentylwoman, and squry's wyfe for the bodyf, 
•* being in houjbold^ to wear in all things like lord's daugh- 
«♦ ters/' At that time of day, and indeed till the clofe of 
the laft century, the mourning for the whole houftiold was 
provided at the king's eharge by the officers of the great ward* 
robe; and antiently when the wife of the esquire was com- 
plimented with like mourning as a baron's daughter, Infind 
the esquire himfelf had the fame allowance as a knight, 
VIZ. fix yards of cloth. A knight indeed had livery iovfour fer- 
vants, and an Esquire ior three only ; but at the fame time other 
efquires had but Jive yards of cloth for themfelves, and livery 
for only two fervantsf. Not long before this period the Esquires 
had fome pre-eminence in point of drefs on ordinary occafions ; 
for in the flatute of apparel made in the 2 2d year of king 
Edw. IV. (chap, i •) it is declared, <^ that none under the degree 
** of a knight ihail ^vear any damajk or fattin in their gowns^ 
** but only Esquires of the Body, upon pain to forfeit for 
♦* every default forty JhilUngs^^ This was a greater privilege 
than it appears to be primi facie ; for the yeomen of the crown^ 
who were the premiers of that degree at the time, had not 
only no (imilar indulgence in this particular above the reft of 
the yeomanry of England, but were prohibited by nanie from 
wearing any thing above their natural rank. There are like* 
wife exceptions in favor both of theie esquires and their wives 
in a former (latute of apparel, in the 3d year of this reign. 

It may be matter of furprize to thofe who are partially ac- 
quainted with the royal houihold^ that the falary of an officer io 

^ In the Office of Arms. 

f Bibl. Harl. N« 1107. foi. 54. 

E 2 high 
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high in rank and confidence (hould never ha^e exceeded (even 
to the laft) 50 marks or ^ 33* 6. 8. per ann. This muft be 
taken comparatively with other collateral officers, fuch as gen^ 
tiemen ujhers^ &c. for at the acceifion of king Henry VIII. the 
gentlemen ujbers of the privy chamber^ and the gentlemen u/bers 
daily waiters^ had but ^zo per annum, when the EsoyiRES of 
ttie Body had jCsS* (>• ^* which conftituted a very material 
diflerencc at that time of day. We have feen that the fee or 
falary of an esquire of every denomination was in the reign 
<?f king Edward IV. /even pence halfpenny per diem^ that being 
an aliquot part of a pound. The falary of the Esquires of 
the Body however made a rapid advance, either at the latter 
end of the reign of king Edward IV. or early in the reign of 
king Richard III. in the very firft year of whofe reign I find a 
warrant to the receiver of the Duchy of Lancafter, ** to con- 
'* tent and pay unto Bryan Talbot, fifty marks for his fee of 
** Sqjjirs of the Body for the year laft*." Neither is this a 
fingular caf^ for there are others to be found of equal date in 

^ Bibl. Harl. N"* 433. where docquets of many fuch warrants are to be feen. 
This antiently was the mode by which great part of the king's bou/boU was paid : 
for the KINO then granted to his forvants affignments upon the officers employed 
in the receipt of his revenue, fuch z&Jbertffi of countm^ collectors of cufioms^ fub^ 
JUHiS^ &c. Thefe affigmts had liitirs-patiut^ taUits of the E^ebiquir^ writs of 
privy-fitd^ warrants^ &c« entitling them to their refpeSive claims, and in default 
of payment they brought actions of debt in the court of Exchequer againft the 
ofiicer on whom their falary was charged. [See Madox*s MSS. in the BritiOi 
Mufeum, N® 4486 : and Ukcwife his Hiftory of the Exchequer.] This mode 
of payment is not entirely worn out ; for the king's^ ferjeant at arms^ appro- 
priated to the hrJ maysr of London^ receives his falary at this day from the 
Jbtriffi of London^ (who arc conjun£tively thi Jbiriff of MidMefix^) it being le- 
vied by the ferjeanCs faUnt^ upon the king's revenues arifing from the city of 
Lonim and the county of MidMtfex^ This appears from the words of the lord Cham* 
hirlmjf*s warranty direAed to the attorney or fdiidtor general^ to prepare thcyJr- 
jeanfs patent for the royal fignature. 

the 
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tike fame MS. which ihew ihztffiy marks^ or ^33. 6s. SJ. 
was then become die ellablifhed flipend, which continued to 
the laft. 

• As to other emoluments accruing to the Esqitires, more 
than we have already feen, I obferve none. There was indeed 
an apartment at Whitehall allotted' to the Esquire on duty*, 
which, as he flept in the prefenct chambery and was dieted col- 
le£lively with other branches of the houfliold of fimilar rank, 
operated merely as a dreJUtng-room^ and was but a negative ad- 
vantage. Neither do I perceive any contingent perquifites ariiing 
to the EsQjiJiRE, fuch as New^years gifts '\'y or fees of honour^ 
which laft are Droits of office^ granted to certain houihold 
officers upon the making of Knights^ the creation of peers^ the 
homage of ^^(T^j, &c. 

The Esquires of Knights Bachelors had anciently a privi- 
lege which would hardly be denied to thofc of the higher order 
belonging to the Sovereign ; viz. a freedom from perfonal arreft 
when in a£lual iervice, of which Mr. Selden has left us a re- 
markable cafe, wherein it appears that Sir Francis Tias recovered 
j^ 5. damages, in the reign of king Edward I. in the court of 
Wakefield, in Yorkfliire, againft German Mercer^ for arrefling 
the borfe of William Lepton^ that was his Esquire, and fb 
making him to be unattended— [y»/tf^//^«^ armigero J]. This 
exemption from perfonal arreft extended to other branches of the 
fiouftiold, as will appear from the certificate of ^Gentleman of the 
Privy Chamber^ in the reign of king Charles Ik given in the fol- 
lowing Diflcrtation. 

♦ Sec the Ground-plan of White-Hall, eagmvedbf Vcrtoe, from a draw- 

iog made i68o> aad now rcpuhli(hed by your Society. 

f New-years Gifts continued to be given both by the Lord 'Stewaud and 
the Lord Chamberlain till the reign of kt&g Jamet U. Lifid of both which I 
have feen. 

X Tit. of Hon. p. 833. Edit. 1631. 

Thits 



34 On the Qhfalett Office of the 

Thus much. Sir, I have ventured to ofFer, and I hope with 
tolerable grounds of authority, with regard to the nature and 
duty both ancient and modem of thefe officers. I (hall now beg 
leave to add a word or two of their ftill greater fuppofed anti- 
quity, which will gradually lead to their extindion. 

I dare not advance any thing tending to afcertain the firft. 
appointment of the EscyjiRES of the Body as Houjhold Officers : 
but from the nature of their duty^ and as an appendage to knight- 
hood, one would imagine them to have been co-eval with 
KNiGHT-HOOD itfelf in its military fenfe. Mr. Selden fays he 
meets with the earlieft mention of the title of Armigeri in Orde^ 
ricus Vitalis ; and the period alluded to is the reign of king Wil- 
liam the Conqueror : but from what I am going to offer, this 
title appears evidently to have been in ufe, generally ipeaking, 
much earlier, though we cannot fay they were appropriated to 
the Body ; for there were from very early times Efquires of tha 
Houfhold [Armigeri de Hojpitio] out of whom (bme might be 
more clofely annexed to the King's perfon, and be appointed to 
the Body [ad Corpus]. King Alfred had his Esquires, but 
whether they were of his Houjhold only, or of his Body^ is not 
clear ; yet one would incline to believe (from the complexion of 
the times) that they might be occafionally and particularly in 
the field, feleSively fuch. Be this as it may, he pays great re- 
gard to them, both generally and Ipccifically by his will, where- 
by he gives to each of his Esquires loo marks, [cuilibet armi- 
gerorum meorum [fc, hgo\ centum marcas, fingulis toxxxm profe 
centum marcas *.] 

I likewife meet with Robert de Roelent an Esquire to king 
Edward the Confessor, by whom he was afterwards made a 
Knight f. James de Burton was an Esqjjirs of the Body to 

* AlTerius Mtneyeniis cle relms geftis Alfredi. 
> ^ Brady's Hift. of EogUnd, p« 219. in a note. 

king 
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king Richard I *• There can be little doubt that Chaucer was 
an ElsQUiRE of the Body to king Edward III. Sir Francis Ky- 
nafton, . who tranflated the two firft Books of Chaucer^s Troilus 
and Creflcide into Latin Verfe, labours to prove it in a note 
upon a paflkge where the poet has accidentally dropt the word 
morter^ which Sir Francis interprets to be an allufion to the mor* 
ter made ufe of in the Royal Bed Chamber ; and from thence 
draws his conclufion. Sir Francis^ who had been a Knight o£ 
the BoDV to king Charles \. was naturally ilruck with the paf-^ 
fage, and in his note has gone farther into the nature of the 
office of an Esc^ire of the Body than any printed account I 
ever faw ; but his conclufion is rather weak ; for the ceremony 
of ferving All-Nioht, and the ufe of the morter^ muft have beea 
very well known to every interior branch of the officers of the 
houlhold. Weak as the proof is. Sir F.Kynafton fcems to have 
had truth on his fide ; for, I think, we are mafters of flronger 
evidence, which will leave no doubt, and will clear two points 
»t once— 3^j^, that Chaucer was an Esquire of the body, and 
fecondly^ that he poiTefTed the offices of Scutiper and Armigbr 
fucceffively. This lafl circumflance will (hew that the advance 
from the Scutiper to the Armiger was progreffive, and con« 
£rm what has been fuggefled concerning thefe two pofls in the 
early part of this memoin Thefe proofs are to be found in 
Urry's Life of Chaucer^ who has preferved a commiffion of the 
46th year of king Edward IIL wherein Chaucer is flyled " Scuti- 
^^ PER nofler;'* and likewife a grant of the 48th year of the 
iame king, wherein he is flyled <^ Dile^us Armiger nofler/* 



* Hift. of Leiceftolkirei by WUEaoi Burton, Efq. (whofc anceftor Im was), 

Thift 
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This was at a period when, I think, the words Armlgtr and Scu^ 
tifer could not be confidcred as fynonyraous terms *. 

The ordinances of king Edward the Fourth, before cited, an4 
which were founded on the model of king Edward IIL Ipeal^ 
of the Esquires of the Body as old, eftabliihed officers of tho 
Royal Houjhold. Weever has preserved, out of Digfwell- churchy 
in HertfordQiire, a monumental infcription, to the memory of 
John Perient, who was Esquire of the Bodf to king Richard IL 
king Henry IV. and king Henry V+. 

Wb have already feen them in the fubfequent reigns of king 
Henry VI. king Edward IV, king Richard IIL king Henry ^VIL 
king Henry VIIL and king Edward VL but nothing has been 
hitherto faid of the reigns of queen Mary and queen Eliza^ 

* Sir Francis Cynafton^s ttot^ which Mr, Urry has giyen ac large^ is Worth 
tranfcribing. The Lines in Chaucer which occafioned it ar^ 

^' For by that morttr whtche I fe brtHm 

^< Know I fill well diat day is not far henne.** 

TroiK & Ci«(n Lib. IV. Line 1245. 

^ This word [&. Mbtter] doth plainly intimate our author Jejffiy Chauar to 
^^ IcAVt been aa Esic^wb of the Body in orJinary to the KitfG^ whofe ofSce it is» 
*< after he has charged and fet the watch of the guard, to carry in the morier^ and 
<< fet it by the KiNC*^ hed^fidt ; for he takes from the cupboard zfiivtr bafon^ and 
^* therein pours a little water» and then fets a round cah of virgin wax in the 
'< middle of the bajsn^ in the middle of which 0ait u a wick of bimibaft [i. e. cot- 
^\ ton], which being lighted burns as a match-light all night at the King's lid'^ 
<^ y7i^. It hasy as I conceive^ the name of Ai^nrfr, from the likenefs it has, when 
^^ near confumed, to a morter wherein you bray /pias ; for the flame melt** 
^^ ing firft the middle of the wax cake which is neareft to it; the wax by 
<< degrees, like tho &nd in an hour-glals, rvns evenly from all fides to tho 
^^ middle to fupply the wick. This royal anmony Chaucer wittily fancies to 
<< be in CreiTeide's bed-chamber, calling this kind of match-light by the name 
^^ of wiirier^ which very few courtiers befides the Esquirbs of the Body (who 
^ only are admitted after All-Night is ferved to come into the King's ^id* 
^* chamber) do underftand what is meant by it.** 

f Weeyer*s Funeral Monuments, p. ^94. Ed!L 1631^ 

BETH. 
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Brrfl. Oae would be Jbd to fuppc^ tbat a Ji^^^ RtgtfH h^d 
tio ofl^er Qf this nature ; but I obferve the EsQuiRtft were con- 
tinued in both r<igQS) though peirhsipa fome part of their duty 
izi*^ht be diijpeafed with* Queen Mary bad three * ; Queea 
Elizabeth fouri EftojSRSS, at the old ialary of Jifty maris. Sir 
ThoDMfc^ Bodky was appointed o&ie of them to Queen EUzabetht 
15801 as we are. informed by AnMniy Wood, and the writer of 
Sir Thomases Life^ inLasbn» prdtaed to the catak^e of the 
fiddkiaa Library^ printed at Qsfivd^ 1697 1. I mention theib 
two aulfaoritiee beeaufe the oomptkcrs of theBiograpbta Britanni* 
cacall Urn Gatthman Vjlber K. 

It may not feem ftm^^ that a ^geen Regmi ftoukl hare of« 
ficers of thia ibrt^ thoiigh Ofie rather wondere to find them in 
the retinue of a ^ueen Conforti but I have feen \§t the account 
of thecofiemof Philippa» the opsen of king Edward IIL in 
his ifth year [preferred in his Majeily^s State Paper Office} an 
order to pay to Sir William Fitz Warren, Knight of the Body 
to the Queen, 10 marks foe his falary for one year. But this 
is not the only inftance ; for I obferrct that in a book of cere* 
monies to be ufed on great feafls, of the 9th of king Henry VII, 
in th4 artide lelatiiig so Twdf^ Day:, an Esquire of the Body 
is mentioned as being appropriated to the Queen §• 

* See a MS, conttuniiig all Q^ Mary'« officers^ &c, hi the Library of your 
Society, 

t P^clft Defidersta Cnriofa, V. L p. 39. Edit. 1779. 

X This Life of Sir Thomas Bodley was tranflated from the EngUfli into Latin 
by Dr. George Hakewill^ who was liis kinfman. Wood's Athenx, Vol. IL 
col. ilj. 

II Dr. Hakewtirs word is fameiophfUm^ which literally agrees with the writer 
above cited^ who calls the Esqut&a iri/fr ofthifirfin^ v. aatea, p. i2« 

§BibUHarU N.64a« 

We 



38^ Of the Ohfolefe Office of the 

We 'have likewiie feen them, in the reigns of king James J. 
king Charles L and king Charles 11. fbur in number in ordina^ 
ry^ when, by Mr. M^F(ham*s account, th«y were in full em« 
ployment and confidence^ We ace draWing to a period however 
when we mufl very (bon take feave of them ; for though 
there was a very great Retrenchment made by king Charles 1\. 
(1668) and many of the Kmo*s State Officers fwept away^ or 
contraded in their falarics, yet the^EsQuiRES of the Body were 
preferved entire, both as ta number and ftipend : but as feoo^ 
as the Ceremony of the Cbronatioa of king James IL was per« 
formed (1685), theEsQjjiRBs were wduced to two (in commoa 
with the CaavsrSi SswERHy and Cup-bearers) at which 
number they coiitinued during the life of king William IIL with 
whom the office expired^ 

I have the honour to be, Sir» 

With great refpe^t. 

Your veiy obe£ent humble Servant; 



Samubl Psgok# 
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POSTSCRIPT- 

THE Retrenchment of the year 1685^ made fo foon 
after the Coronation of king James II. has occafioned an error 
in Sandford's Account of it. He mentions but two fisciyiREs in 
tht printed Lift of thofe that walked in the proceffioo, but after* 
wards in the Delineation he gives^icr* The cafe, I apprehend^ 
was thus : The drawings, of courfet would be firft made from 
the proceedings of the day, sd vivum^ when ^ur Esquires 
actually walked; but, in the mean while, between that time 
and the adjuftment of the printed account, the redudion was 
made. There was an interval of near two years before Mr« 
Sandford^s work appearedy and he had probably heard of the re- 
duction, and altered his letter pre/s upon the occasion, forgetting 
that he had given ^icr Esquirss in the plate. 

1 muft beg leave to add a fecond pofi/cript^ to fuggeft that the 
iwo ^Ebquirbs of the Body to kino William HI. walked at 
the Coronation of oyssM Anns, as lervants of the demijid kino, 
and moft probably enjoyed their falaries for life, though they 
were not continued in office. 

* The two laft Officers of the Boot feem to hare been Sir Thomas Grao- 
than, Kfit. and Williaffl Sydenham, Efq, [See Chamberlayne's Prcr. State of 
the year 1694.] 
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houifiiold at this day that carries with it much of it's piimaiy 

^ife and intention, and fome officers^ from defuetudet have littk^ 

left but the name, and of tbefe principally are the o-^Hrh^iAitH 

of the PRIVY CHAMBER. From being antiently near and, I may 

almofl fay, companionable officers to the Royal Perfon, they are 

now become the moil remote, and feldom viiible in their pro* 

per fphisre ^4 then fearoe diilinguilhabk as (Ikch) above tbrt» 

in a reign. Two of thefe obntlemen, chofen for their port^ 

are^nominated by the lord chamberlaii^^ and knighted Q£ not 

knight€ ^) to reprefent at Coronations the dukes of AoyiTAiNR 

and Normandy ; an honour of the firfl magnitude, as it gives 

them for -the moment (reprefentatively)^ precedence of the 

ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY. At the CoronatioH of KING 

William and q^bcii Mary they took rank of GeoRgr 

PRINCE of Denmark, although he had married the Quebn^s 

Sijler. The prince walked only as a duke^ being created duke rf 

^uobefjani^ Sec. April 69 16899 a few. day$ before the Coronation^ 

with precedence of all dukes by z6t of parliament purpofely 

to give him a place and a proper rank on that folemnity : but 

at the Coronation of ajTBEN Anne the prjnc^ had raiU^ above 

the reprefentatives of the dukes of jfjuitaine and Normandy as 

the Confort of the c^tben, and had his train borne f • The drefs 

of thefe two on fuch occasions is fumptuous, bordering 'on 

royalty, their mantles being of crimfon velvety lined with minever^ 

and powdered with ermine : their caps of cloth of gold furred 

and powdered Itkewife with ermine ^. The reft of the CENtLE- 

.r ■ MEN 

^ Knightlmd is an indifpenftblc qualification, for at the laft coronation (1761) 

Sir Tbcmas lUHnJin^ who was appointed to one of thefe offices, was obliged to le* 

cept the honour of knighthood altfaei^h he was a SermH. i 

f See the ceremooials of coranacions in the College of Anns* , • ^ 

\ IcTem. There is a great overfight in Ogleby's Account of tlie Coronation of 

King Charles IL Us gives us in th^ oopper-plate of the procefion on horfeback 

what 
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M£N of the Privy Chambbr haver now a. place in the proccffion 
next below the Barons of the Exchequer, and above the King's 
Serj/eants at Law. Anciently they bad a* (HIL higher place ; for at 
the coronation of king £dwar4 VL the Gentlemen of the Privy 
Chamber followed the canopy immediately after the Affiftaiit 
Train Bearer ♦. 

• The ftcond occafion* when the Cbntlbmen of the Privy 
Chamber appear in office r& upon the Entry oi Anibajadors from 
Venice f a ceremonial of great cavalcade* The date of Fenice^ 
though it has always a refident at oar courf^ never fends AmiaJ* 
fadors but femel in regno^ and that only in token of compliment 
on. an jic^JJkn. The principal in this Embaj]^ is always knight- 
ed (for which the cuftomary fees are lemitted) and befides being 
preftnted with afword of great value (fuppofed tO' be that with 
which he W knighted) he receives, as an augmentation to his 
ZMXXiS^ Jome fart of ths armorial bearings of the King of Great 
Britain^, placed in chief upon his family coat, feveral grants 
of which, made at different times are to be found in the Herald's 
Office *tw The account of^he Entree of thefe Jlmbajfadort^ in the 

year 1763, may be ieen. at large in the Gazette of the 30th of 
April in that year ; where it willappear^ thatjS^v of thefe Gen- 
TLEM£N attended theirExcELLENCiES on every official occafion, 
ftom their landing at the Tewer,. to their audience of leave. 

The fame ceremony was formerly common to all ambafTadors 
of ec^al rank, though it is now in other cafes difcontinued- and 
from Sir Jphn Fiiiett*s Phiio3cenis it appears to have been in ge- 

what heftyles tw§ ftrfins repre^eoting thcDuKi»x)f AqyiTAmB and Normandy 
wHlioat any Airther dtforiaiiiiation :. but ia the pf inted account of it, and In the 
pfoedBon oo foot, Ik has omitted them.. 

* Addenda to Lelaad** Colledanea, vok IV; p. 324» 

f Sec the Earl Marfiial's Book, v.. alfaFiaetfs Philoxenisi pr 113; 

A fieral 
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ncral trie ia the rogn ^ king Jainea L hvk ancibafadar fooixlr 
the emperor of Morocca ta king Charles L 163;^ waa attended 
to \i\% audience by twdve Gentlemen of the Privy CHAMBSRf 
** riding on brave horfes with foot-cloths ;'* n printed account 
of which Ceremonial may he (een in the Mure»a>. 

As this is the only iblemn entrSe now in ule^ I ihaH heg leavo 
to tiifert the aeconnt at large ia the Appendix [N"^ L] firoon the 
Gazette^ whence it wilt be difetraed hcrar far the GutTts- 
MEN of the Prny CifAiiCBJtR are emfiloyQd ib it;. 9S«1 I 
the rather do kf as I tn^ the re^HHtm tf ^Uut a^rcat i^ 
tance. 

The lad publick appearance of the Gentlemen of thepEivr 
Cir AMBER is on a very difierent and oppofite occafion, viz. on a 
demtfe of the King orQvsBN, wheiH at the funeral, they bear 
the can(0 over the royal Corpse. This line of their doty* miqf 
probably extend to the heir apparent^ or prefumptht heiri • and 
formerly it certainly, went to remoter branches of the^ royal fa- 
mily i thoujjh at pr^fent the bearing the canopy over date 
younger and collateral relatives to the crown has fallen into dif« 
ferent hands occafionally ♦• The duty, however, of tbefe GBif^ 
TLEMEN till towards the clofe of the kft cetitury went flill fiir«^ 
ther ; foi^they had not oo)y the honour of fupporttng the canopy ^ 
but lame of them had the office of carrying the Body, in qua** 
licy of Undtr^heai^ers. Thiis it appears from the ceremomals in 
the office of arms, that on the fohewing occafions when tnmhm 
Gektlbmen of the Privy Chamber bore the canopy eighttm 

^ In the cafe of sui /£»> ^partn^ or frtfigmffiiu Vnry \ opaceiYe* Aft ofiee 
would red wich iheGsKTLBMBN of tb^Kmc^'s PaivY Ckambbr, wkem dMi 
party has not an tjiahlijhminu The late Pmncs of \l KtA»\¥^eim€k'] baviog^tta 
houfliold, the canopy at hi» funeral was born«- hj eight of hit owa fenrants* 
%^\ B* He h«d no Gtntlmtn of hi« Frivj Chambir. 

more 
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more of them carried the Body^ viz. At the Funeral of Henry 
Duke of Gloucester (the 4th Son of K. Ch, L) i66o'— of the 
PEiNCEssD^w/jg'^rof Orange 1660 — and of the Queen D^w- 
ager of Bohemia i66i* The Body of K, Charles IL was 
intended to have been carried by thefe Gentlemen ♦, but the Cof- 
fin v(^as too heavy, and required men of more robuft habits, when 
the Teomen of the Guard were called in, who have ever fince per- 
formed that Office. This however was not the firfl: time the Teo^ 
men were employed in that Duty; for twelve of them carried the 
Body of their Inftitutor K. Henrv the seventh to his Grave f • 

At the Funeral of his late Majefty K. George the Second ten 
of the Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber bore the Canopy, 
cne at each of the Eight Staves, and two at each Head-Staff; and 
had every of them an allowance of black Cloth for Mourning, 
which iffued from the Great Wardrobe by Warrant from the 
Lord Chamberlain %. 

As no falary or pecuniary emolument whatfoever attends the 
poft at prefent, it may be afked why it is {o much fought after ?— < 
The anfwer is very ea(y, and almoft in omnium ore-^^It is an ex- 
emption from fcrving the Office of Sheriffs &c. There iffiies at 
the commencement of every reign an inhibitory Proclamation^ 

* Funeral Ceremonials in tbe Office of Armg. 

f Addenda to Leland's Colle£tanea, Vol. IV* p. 305* 

\ The fupporters of the Canopy on the demife of collateral branches of the 
Royal Family, when naval or military honours are not paid to the dcceafed, arc 
{{ill in part taken out of an inferior Line of the Privy Chamber : for at the 
funeral of Prikce Frederick-William*, the prefint King's Brother, and 
of the Princess Louisa-Annb his Majeftft Sister, the Bearers of the Campy 
were the yi«r Grooms of the Privy Chamber and the yi«ry^«/V Gentle- 
men Ushers Quarterly Waiters. The Campy over the body of Edvvaro 
lati Duke of York was borne by Vice-Admirals, and that over William late 
DuRS of CuMBERLANb by General Officers. [Set Funeral Ceremonials in 
ihe^ office of Arms.] 

G to 
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to prevent the appointment of any of the royal fervants to 
publick offices, which implies, among the reft, xht Shrievalty of 
a County; and the Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber being 
fxvcm fervants of the Kino (though without falary or conftant 
Duty) are of courfe included in fudh prohibition *• It has often 
l^appened, that a Gentleman of the Privy Chamber has 
been returned to the Council, and been pricked (as theterm is) 
for Sheriff; but, I believe, it has been as often fuperfeded by a 
new appointment, and the party, by order of council, difcharged^ 
A particular caf& happened (anno 1761) with regard to Sir Wil^ 
Ham Harth^ Knt. who was« eled:ed Sheriffs of London againft his- 
confent^ '^nA pleaded,'^as an exemption, that he was a Gentle-^ 
MAN of the Privy Chamber ; but his cafe came neitl>er within 
the letter nor the fpirit ^f the proclamation : for though the Sbe^ 
riffs of London are confolidated, quatenus Middlesex,. aiKl a£t 
provtncially as one man, yet being eledive by the Livery of Lon^ 
don. Sir William Hart could not come within the royal intention ;. 
nothing but a civil difability could difcharge him, and his Plea of 
courfe- was. over- rukd^ 

The prefent appointment of a Gentleman of the Privy 
C»AMBER runs in genetal terms, viz. •« To have, hold, cxer- 
*« cife, and enjoy, the faid place, together with all rights, pro- 
** fits, privileges, and advantages thereunto belonging, in as full 
" and ample manner as any (Sentleman of his MajestyV 
*' MOST HONOURABLE pRivY CHAMBER doth ftr hath held and 
<* enjoyed, or of right ought to hold and enjoy the fame.'^ 
Theie are the word^ as they flJind at this dayi but anciently the 
rights and privileges were defcribed at large, and in an appoint-^ 
ment anno, 1662 (the r4th of King Charles the Second) are thuss 

* Sec tlic Appendix fNo. n.]-F.»^Ti/j is infirui for the infifmatim. cf/ttcb of 
ihe Royal Servants inU sjuhofe hands ihefe papers may faU^ that tihey nsfiy, bi 0p^iz/cd ojj 
ik' Immufiitifs incidental to, their Offices^ 
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fet forth. *« His perfon is not to be arrefted or detained without 
>* leave firft had and obtained — neither is he to bear any publick 
** Office^ nOr to be impanncllcd on any Inqueft or Jury — nor to 
** be warned to ferve at AJJizes or SeJJiom^ whereby he may 
<* pretend excufe to negleft his Majesty's fervice/' This points 
inamediately at an exemption from the Shrievalty of a county, 
where the nomination is in the King— and the reafon,is given 
for the difpenfation. 

Such is the prefent ftate of this Body of 48 Gentlemen of 
Rank and Fortune, who, it is natural to fuppofe, had, in their 
primary inftitution, more official attendance, ^nd falancs in com- 
mon with the reft of the fervants upon the Royal EftabliQi- 
ment ; for the purpofe of difcovering which circumftances we 
muft rev.ert to times when the officers of the court were confined 
to the f':nftions for which they were originally appointed. 

Thb moft ancient mention of them that I have been able to 
find (though under a different denomination) is in the Liber 
lyiger Domus Regis Angliae (Temp, Ed w. IV.) which is fuf- 
ficiently explicit to (hew the true intent of their inftitution. 
They were called Efquires of Houjholdy with duty^ falary^ &cc^ 
and their nature and office is thus defcribed: 

^* SQUIRES of HOUSHOLD, Forty or ;w/?r^, if it pleafe the^ 
•* King, by the advice of his high council to be chofen, men of 
" their pofleflion, worfhip, and wifdom: alfo to be of {\indrySjbires^ 
*« by whom it may be known the difpofition of the counties*. 
^* And of thefe to be continually in this court twenty Sqjjires 
*• attendant upon the King's perfon, in riding, and going «it all 
•* times, and to help ferve his table from the furveying bonrd^ 
*' and from other places, as the yJJfcwar t will affign ; and 

* From hence it appears, thnt tKcfc officers were from the beginning gentlemen 
of fortune, education, and wciglit, in their re fpeflive peaces of refidence, 
f That is, the Srivcr^ whofe office is to place the diflics on the table. 

G 2 « when 
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** when any of them be prefent In court he is allowed far dally 
" wages in the Cheque Roll /even pence balf-^penny * aud cloath-^ 
*^ ing winter and fummer, or elfe forty fhlllings. It hath ever 
♦* bfcen in fpecial charge to Squires in this court to wear the 
*' King's Lhery conftantly, for the more glory and in worlhip 
•* of this honourable houfhold: and every of them. to have ia 
*' this court an honeft fervant, and fufEcient livery in the towns 
'* or countries for their horfes, and other fervants, by the ber^ 
*^ berger. Two Gentlemen [are] lodged together: they be 
'* coupled Bedfellows by the Gentlemen Ufliers. And if any of 
'' thefe Squires be fent out of court hy Steward, Treafurer^ 
^' or Comptroller, or other of the Counting-boufe, for matter 
*' touching the houfhold, then he hath daily allowed him twelve 
** pence by petition. They take no part of the general gifts^ 
**iieither with chamber, nor with balli but if the giver give 
<• them ipecially a part, by exprefs name or words +. • None 

"of 

• 

^ This wc have already feen was the pay of an Bfquin in the (loufhold. [v. the 
preceding Diifertationi p. 13,] but we have not obferved, that at this period the 
pay of the Houfhold Servants was not only calculated by the day ; but was uniform^ 
according to the rank of the party, without any difcriminatton of office. Thui 
when every Esquire YazAfeven pena half-penny per diem, every Yeoman had tbne 
pence^ and every Groom Forty Shillings by the year, and every Pag£ twenty-fic 
fnilUngi znd iight-pen^e by the year. Thefc two laft, if taken ^^r diem^ would run 
into very fmall fraftions, and therefore perhaps were generally conlidered in the 
grofs. By thefe means however the fervants were eafily chequed for negligence, 
jur non-attendance in the two firft inftances : for after a reprimand for the firjt 
oftcnce, the lofs of wages for a certain number of days was annexed to lYitfecondi 
imprifonmcnt and fometimes corporal punifhment to the thirds and xht fourth car* 
ricd with it abfolute expulfion. [See the Ordinances of king Edward IV. of the 
year 1478.] The intermediate title of Gentleman^ between the Efquin aiid the 
Yeoman^ was hardly then known in this official line. 

f General Gifts at that period, I prefume, meant New Tear's Gifts ; which after- 
wards might extend to fees^ anJ pecuniary doucetdrsy given upon creations^ homage, 
inigbthood, fcff. now called Fas of H'jucur. As to the lall of thcfr. Droits^ r.n intVur 

fion 
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•* of thcfc fliould depart from court but by licence of Steward^ 
•* Treafurer^ or Sovereigns of the Counting-houfe ^ that know how 
' •• the Kino is accompanied beft : and to take a day when they 
** fliould come again, upon pain of lofs of wages at his next 
^* coming. Thefe Esquires of Housholdl of old be accuf^ 
<< tomed, winter and fummer^ ir: afternoons and in evenings, to 
«* draw to Lords Chambers within court, there to keep honcft 
*' company after their cunning, in talking of Chronklu of 
** Kings, and of other Policies^ or in pipingy or hitrping^ Jo^g'- 
** /«^f , or other afl:s marviabUsy to help to occupy the court, and- 
*« to accompany flrangers till the time recpiire <feparting V* 

THERankofthefeEsciiriRESofHousHOLD,was,astotheyounger 
fons of Bannerets and Knights Bachelors^ collateral with that of 
theEsQjJiRES of the BoDv; but between themfelves the fupe- 
riority refted with the former, as appears from Coronations^ 
where they both made a part in the proceffion. In the privy^ 
chamber yhovftvtTy theGENTLEMENfeemtohave been rather fub- 
ordinate even to the Gentlemen VJbers\ for they were not only fivornt 
to obey the Gentlemen UJhers in all things refpeding the King's 
fervice ; but were called upon to take their places in cafe of ab— 
fence. Thus the Orders of King Charles II. fay^ that «« Whea 
** no Gentleman UJher fliall be there to wait,, the eldeft** (or the 
fenior) *« Gentleman of the Privy Chamber in waiting {hdlli 
** officiate the place in all things till one of the Gentlemen, UJber^ 

fion took place in the reign of Kino Phiup and QuEBir Mart.; for Ifihd that 
in the year 1554, upon the making of fcvcral Knighu^ the Gbntdbmen of the- 
Privy Chamber extorted a fee of iji. 4^. « the which,'^' fays my authoritv, 
«* was never 1bad before.'* [Bibl. Harl. N. 6o64,foh 76,] As this was Utitfirft 
time that fuch Peculation was attempted, Imuft do the Gentlemen of the Privy 
Chamber the juftice to fay that it fccms to have been xhtlajt. 

* Kino Henry VI. had twthe Knights of his Chamber^ fix to be always re- 
fiding in the court, and eight Esc^ires of his^ Ckiniber^ one of which was to 
perform the office of Siwtr in the chamber.' 
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<« (hall come, both hi going before Us in the Privy Lodgings and 
*' carrying the candle in the abfencc of our Lord and Vice 
*' Chamberlain," This implies a local inferiority, and (hews 
that thefe Gentlemen were then an intermediate official cha*« 
rafter between the Gentlemen UJbers and the Grooms *. 

Kino Edward the Fourth had, be(ides thefe Esquires of 
hou/hold^ Twelve or more Knights of boujbold of the degree 
of Knights Bachelors, yii/r of whom attended at a time 
upon the King*s perlbn, whofe office was provilional ; viz. 
as the Liber Niger fays—" to ferve the King of his bafonj 
•* or fuch other fervice as they may do the King in abfence of 
*« the Carver s^^ This appears to be the fubftance of their duty; 
and they had Bouche oi Courts and other allowances, with a fee 
of ten marks y early. They feem to have been of a collateral na-* 
ture with the Esquires of Houshold, though not fo much 
about the royal perfon, and, from their rank as KnightSy mud: 
be accounted fuperior officers, though their falary was not (b 
great, ten marks being but jT. 6 1 3 j. 4^. whereas /even pence half 
penny per diem (which we have feen was the Esquire's Pay,) 
amounts to ^ ii.^s. if^per Annum. 

At what periotf their title was changed from Esqijires of 
Houshold to that of Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber 
does not appear ; but I conceive it to have been in the reign of 
King Henry the Seventh, or early in the reign of King 
Henry the Eighth; for they were called EsQuiRESof Houshold 
Temp. Ric. III. + and in the Rltbam Statutes (1526) Gentle- 
men of the Privy Chamber. 

* The Gentlemen were likcwife fworn " not to depart the diftance of iwelvi 
" miles from the court without liccnfc of the King or of the GintUnun VJhen^^ 
Here \ prcfume the abfeace of the Lord and Vice Chacnberlain is implied. The 
form of this oath, as it was adminiftcred in the £rft*year of Queen £lizabeth^ is 
piinted in the Antiquarian Repertory, Vol. II. p. 195. 

t Bibl. Harl. N. 433. foL 38. 

From 
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. FaoM hence. Sir, we may difcern, that thefe Esquires of 
HousHOLD, afterwards called Gentlemen of the Privy Cham- 
ber^ were not merely oftenfible charafters ; but had conftant atten- 
dance upon the Roy alPerson in that Chamber j and were likewife 
employed in confidential offices without doors, as occafion re- 
quired. They had JFages and D/V/, Livery from the Wardrobe. 
(or money by way of compofition for itj and Herbigage for their 
Horfes both in town and country. Thus is this now quiefcent 
body in motion, and will not become flationary, till towards 
the clofe of the laft century. 

Whether theii^/^r/Vi of thefe GENTLEMEN wercfirftencreafed 
about the reign of King Richard III. together with thofe of 
the Esquires of the Body, I will not prcfume to determine*: 
but I find their Number reduced to 18, and their Salaries en- 
larged to ^^50. per Annum each, at the making of the EUhatn 
Statutes Tem^.iltn.VWl. (1526) where they are ftyled Gen- 
TitEMEN of the Privy Chamber. Stowe calls them, in his 
account of the marriage of Queen anne [Bulleyne]^ and in his 
defcription of the Coronation of King Charles I. Esquires of 
Honour, which is a very warrantable as< well as refpciHiable 
appellation; for we retain the name of Page of Honour, at 
this day, to diftinguifli fuch Pages who attend the Person, from 
thofe who belong to any particular branch of the houjloold. 

The two youngeft of thefe Gentlemen of the Privy Cham- 
ber (for fo we muft henceforth call them) had indeed in the 
Reign of K. Henry VIII. but Fifty marks (or ^3 3. 6s. 8^.): for 
which piece of oeconomy noreafon appears, unlefsthey were ex fra^ 
ordinary and added, for the purpofe of completing the rota which 
confifted of Six. upon duty at a time. The intention of mak- 
ing the Eltbam Statutes was a retrenchment, as well as a re- 

* Sec the preceding Differtation, p. 3:^. 

gulation*. 
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.gulation. If we may be at liberty then to fuppofe that the num- 

ber of thefe Gentlemen was found to be 4^ at the acceffion of 

King Henry VIII. (for the number we have feen was ** 40 or, 

^^ more, if it pierfed the King") and that the idea was to re* 

ducc them to a third j>art^ the refult will be jSxteen^ which, 

not 'being divifible by three, two Jupernumsraries might then 

be added to tiiem to make a rota of Six, who were glad to 

accept inferior Jalarles^ with a reverfionary expectation* This 

at the fame time may ferve to account for the ipecific fum of 

jf33. 6j. 8^. to the two youn^efl:, it being the then falary of 

4he EsquiHEs of the Body^ 

Such as we find them in the Time of K. Hen. VIIL they con- 
tinued to be (both as to number zwA falary) during the following 
reign« The Statutes of Eltham fay, as to their duty, that Jix 
wait at a time, to be ready, at the Kino's rifing, ^< to apparel 
'** his JHighneJly putting «n iiich garments in reverend, difcreet, 
'<^ and fober manner, as it (hall be his Highnefs's pleafure to wear*^ 
We have4)efore obferved in the preceding diflertation that the 
King feems to have been loofely attired in his Bed-chamber by 
cthe Efytdre of the Body^ and afterwards to have in a great mea- 
^fure^niflied^his dreiiing in his Privy Chamber^ as will appear 
-cleai'ly from the Statutes of Eltham which are very full and 
circumilantial in thefe particulars, and fay, ^^ That the King^s 
^^ Doublet J Hofe^ ShoeSj or any other Garment j which his pleafure 
^** (hall be to wear from day to day^(the -Gown only excepted) fhall 
^« behoneftly and cleanly brought by the Teaman of the Ward* 
^* riibe of the Kobes to the King's Privy Chamber door^ without 
-** entering into the fame, where one of the Grooms (hall receive 
'** the feid Garments zndi Apparel bringing and delivering the fame 
*^* to one of the faid^j? Gentlemen to be miniftered to the 
-*^ King's perfon as (hall (land with his pleafure/* The excep- 

vtion of the Gown naturally creates a queflion not eafily folvable ; 

but 
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but I cotijdAure that it was either referved to b« put im ill the. 
Bed-chamber by the Groom of the Stole, or if it Was put on at 
all in the Prsvy-ebafuber^ that it was done by ibme perfon of 
higher degree^ who was prefent, or called upon for the purpbfe, 
as it was the cuftom of the tinked for the King to be ferved in 
many inftances, according to the language of that age, by the* 
greatejt eJlMte^ prefent at the time. It it further ordaiucd by 
thefe ftatutes^ ^< that two of the faid ^ Gftiif lemsn (hall 
«« nightly lie on the pallet within the King's faid Privy Cbsm* 
M ber ^. That the faid fix Gentlemen (hall have a vigilant and 
<* a reveretid refped and eye to his Ma jest y, fo that by hii 
^ look or countenance they may know what bt laeketh^ or is 
^ his pleafui*e to be had or done :*' aAd AirflMfi <« That divert 
^* of them be well languagedt eitpert in obtWftfd plrts, attcl 
«< meet, and able to be fent on familiar meflages, 6t otherwifet 
^ to outward princes when the caafe (hall require/* 

8oM£ of thefe OeMtlbmen for fereral age* attended the 
King when he took a journey or went on a progrefs* Thits^ 
though K. Henry VIIL went inc^. to Rdchefter to vifit the 
Princefs Anns of Clbvbs the day befor6 her publick reception^ 
he took With him dgbt of thefe Oehtlemem^ and the whole 
body attended at the interview on horfeback ; and again» when 
K* Charles L went to recehre Maey de Meoicis, the mo- 
ther of bis Queen HeneisttAi at Mujfiam HaU^ in Ege^ tho 

* It was anciently a general role that the KtKO was to be ferved ia all things 
by the pt^ujt tfim (or i»tifoo) prefent at the time, notwithftaodiiig there were 
officers s^ypiopriated to each feveml doty { sad that fuch their duty in a manner 
dew»Ifsd vpon the oflker for want of perfona of greater rank. Thit idea is not 
quite Ysnifliody fW when the King dines at an inftullation of Knights of the 
Order of the Gajitee^ hkl Majesty is fenred by NMmmn ia quality oi Carver^ 
Cvp'^imtr^ and Sewif^ aad not by Gtf^lmm who are officially fbcfa* 

f See before, where two of the £s<2UIRBS of Houshold are faid to have been 
<^ nupUi Bgd-filUws h tie GnUknm Vfiar:^ 

H (bat 
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ieat of Sir — Mildmay^ he was attended by feveral Gentleme!^ 
of his Privy Chamber ♦. 

The dignity of the office of thefe Gentlemen, when lent 
in the King's uaoie, was unhappily exemplified in the cafe 
of Cardinal Wolset, who was himfelf the fabricator of theie 
very ftatutes. The well-known ftory of his furrender to one of 
them is briefly this: The King^s commiflion was granted to 
the Ear/ of Northumberland^ to arreft the Cardinal for High 
Treaibn; to which the Cardinal refufed to fubmit himfelf, with- 
out feeing the Kino's Commi^n^ which the Earl declined 
ihewing, as it contained fome infiruftions not. proper to be 
ieea by the Intended prifimer : but when Sir Walter IValJb en-^ 
tered the apartment, the Cardinal furrendered himfelf to him, 
iaying, *^ You are a fufficient Commiflioaer ia this behalf^ 
•* being One of the Privy Chamber ^^^^ 

To return^ Sir, to. the dooieftic offices of thefe Gentlbmen^i 
The King, no doubt, oftea coaverfed freely with them; for 
they are . cautioned iu the ftatutes of Eltham not to avail them^ 
ielves of that condefcenfion, by ^^ making fuits to his Grace^ 
*> or intcripedling in caufes and matters, otherwife than they 
'< (hall be commanded^ that it might appear to the King's 

' ^ See the account of thit Qoecn^s Entree by Mr. La Serre, printed at London^ 
>639, and rc-priaud 1775* p. ^^. Mr* P.oget de U Serre was Hiftoriographer 
to the Queen Mother of France, [v. Le vray Eflat de la France, printed at 
Paris i6j2. p. 96.] 

f Cavcndifh's Life of Cardinal Wotfty. This was the language of the times^ 
for Sir Robtrt Carey^ afterwards Earl of M9mnoutb^ fpeaking of Mr. WiUiaai 
Killegrew (who was one of thefe Gentlemen in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
calls him, " One cf the Privy Chamber. ^^ [Memoirs, p. loa.] Lcrd Herbert 
plainly underftood this mode of fpeaking; for -he expreffly makes the Gsrdinal call 
Sir H^alter IValfb •^ GBNTtBMAN efthe Privy CHAMBERr" .[Life of K. Heo.VIU. 
p. 340.3 

^ honour. 
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^< honour, that he had chofen fuch well qualified, mannered, 
<^ and t\c6L perfons to be attendant on his Royal Perfon/* 

At this period, when the attendance was fo clofe, and the 
confinement fo great, the Jix Gentlemen of the Privy Cham- 
ber^ on duty, were dieted in 'the Priwf Chamber ^ after the King 
had withdrawn to his fttU more retired apartment, and were 
fcrved, together with the two Gentlemen Ushers in wait* 
iug, with ^' two MeJ/is of Meat *, well and fubftantially fur* 
^^ nifhed, to be dreffed by the cooks of the Privy Kitchin,** 
that is, the King's own kitchin ; and the reaibn is given in the 
ilatutes why thefe Officers did not eat in common with the reft 
of the houfliold, *^ for as much,*' fay they, <^ as it is not con* 
^^ venient that any time certain (ball be prefixed for the King's 
«< going to dinner or itippor/' Thefe Gentlemen, from the 
Teign of King Edward IV. (at leaft) till after the Reftoration, 
ierved the King's board with meat, and were to do other 
iervices occafionally, as appears from Liber Niger — the Eltham 
Statutes — and the Houihold Ordinances of King Charlie L and 
King Charles II. 

So rigid was the confinement of the Gentlemen of the 
Privy Chamber in their tours of Duty in the reign of King 
Henry VIII. that they had very little relaxation from bufinels^ 
and none from attendance. All the indulgence permitted them 
was, that at fuch time as the King avoided the room, they 
were allowed, by the ftatutes, to play at Dice^ Cdrds^ Cbefs^ and 
Tables in the Privy Chamber, during the King's abfence, 

* By a Mif$ of Meat (though with fomc exceptions in later times, as appears by 
ordinaDces of K. James I.) is generally meant jf^i^r perfons: fo that in this cafe 
the^ Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber, and the /w^ Gentlemen Ushers 
would form two Meffis. In fome oeconomical arrangements of K. James I. they 
ran^ to a Mefs^ in certain cafes : [v. Bibl. HarK No. 642.] though y^»r was the 
ftandard, and thus the Mejfcs remain in our Inns of Court at this day* 

11 2 . with 
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with ^ ««utloA ngMDft ibQ iiiiea^p«rcr« «ft «l ^iv^it wA wiik 

an injupaiQii «» 4e$ft «« fi)«fk »% tb^ M kmmU^ of the 
Kikg'^ s^pprOJKJI»9 ^t tbi}f ftighl ^ ^ wretwtljr attivlj^ on 
'« on him ^ bM ^try, as |» iIm oCic^ #f t^> rfiwwad« <l^ 
*^ huml^le fervants doth appeilaw/* 

Befo»£ I quit thia fCfgOf I vir<mU obftive^ th^t sis; qC thafc 
G£NTtEM»N bow th^ Q^icfy at ih» C^Anw^f of Kir9 

Edwarpi VL bul (o prevent QuIcoDCQptiQiit 1 wouU liikewifp 
obferve chat (bis does not 4pp«ac to bdve bee* a ifight of office; 
for at t\»Ci^r(fien$ng€^Pzit¥:^ ARTHtrt (the «)4eft io* qf Kiof 
Henry VII.) the Canofy was botue by^ indifferent perib»a: who 
had naclauA by office: and at theC^^Mm^.of the Pr sue ess 
Mary his daughter, it was born by four Bofmenis \ 

DvRiNo the (hort reign of K. £dwt VI. one may iiippofe 
the bo]uibol4 which was left fi> well rcgnktted by K* Hes. VliU. 
did not receive any material alteration : but i]{X)n th«. acCjejSlQIi 
of QL Mary it is natural ta imaging the face: of thiogs ^ovl^ 
change ill the interior apaitmeixts, and tha^i » Qv ?»nl Rbgbn.t 
ihould adopt Ladies in lieu of Gentlemen in her cbsmber of re^ 
tirement» 

Agri^rable to this^ we find that Her Ms^eily's board (which 
was always in the Prhy Chamber) was fervedby Laqirs and 
Gentlswomrm: the O^ was^venbyono Q<;4t;.ewoman9 
and another h^d the charge oitht^Q^boapd \ the officer of Carves' 
and UJhers indeed were performed by G«n tubmen ; alL which 
appears fron) a MS. ai:count left by Mr« Norris^^ one of her 
Majefty^s Gentlemen Ufhers +. Notwithftanding this revolution 
in the arrangement of the Privy Chambrr, the Gentlemen 
in queftion were fo far from being dlfcharged, that they were 
preferyed entire both in number and Jalaryt there, being (by 

* AJdcoda to Leland'n CdleQtnea, voU IV. p. 254. 
t Of which I have a traaf€ri|it« 

4 Mr. 
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Mr. Noem*i tccoimt) alwajTS one at leaft 6f fchat body m tr^t//- 
ior^^ who wa» kttbcr to>. attawl t&e CttAitaiK^ ot ^xo leave 
^^ w6rd mtb tlM GnUlemn UJber where he flball Amir Aivi, 
<< if the Queen at any time ihall call for one of them b> fetid 
^ nxy wbere^ or wy elfe her HighncdB** pleaftire/* The office 
was at this tkne in fnch liigb e^matioii, thar^ in the firft yesir 
cf the Queen, we fhnd, among^ the eighteen Qbntlembu of tbe 
Faiinr Chambbb^ John [Dudley] duke of Northynabetbud,. 
lord Robert [Dudlqr} his fbn^ afterwards eari of Leicefter^ and 
William [Herbert] carl of Pembroke ; and all the reft, excep-- 
ting two^ were kflights ♦, As to the Ladies of the Privy 
Chaktber, I fliall have oecafioii to mention them agsin herev 
after; but before I quit this period,. I wooU obfenre that the 
Gbwtlbmbn of the Privy Cmambhr, rii' common* with^rhe 
Gind^mmUj/l^erf of tbtffzmt room,.were allowed by K.Heif.VIII. 
annually Pen yards (^velvet each for a CUak ; and at the corona* 
-Thoi> #f K. Edw. VL they had (jis had^the Gentlemen TEffhers) cer- 
tain yards (the quantity is \th iiidefinite)^ of crimibn n/ehet for 
GowWf and eercain yards of tinihey (rifiue) ^ to Ifne them f • 
This, I pj^efome, was not the firif , iior the laft tinM of their 
having" fbch allowances from the wardrobe, . though I have as 
yet found no further traces of it^ 

I^ 19 no wonder that we do not meet* with LABiEt^f the 
Privy Ghamb^r antecedent to- this period; for it muft be 
confideied, that Qvebn Mary war die firfb Queen Rroen^ 
that fat upon the throne. Her houfhold was not only the fame 

* Sec a lift of Queen Mary's houjbold (as it it railed} in the lilnrary of your 
Society- : though perhaps it might more properly^be termed the HoiisHOiU) oi it 
JiMd 9n tbi ^tijfi Acciffion ; becaufe the Duii of N§rthwnhir!m9d was executed 
within little more than a month after her Majgfty was proclaimed Queih* 

t This appears from a MS. account of part of the duty of a Gentleman U(her, 
left by Sir Richard Blount, who was in that office in the reign of K. £dw. VI. 
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iu .every refpefl with that of aKiNO^ but more eolarged in thb 
psurucular branch, becaufe fhe preferved the Gsntlemsn^ at 
the fame time that ihe adopted the Ladies, of the Privy 

Chamber. 

This department will bq found in the fame ftate as to 
its officers, both male and female^ during the reign of Qvbek 
Elizabeth as it had been eftablifhed by her fifter Qiteen 
Mary, which appears from a lift of her houfhold, preienred tii 
the Harleian Library, made about the year 15939 now printed 
.in PecKs Defiderata Curiofa *. 

It may not be amifs to obferve . here, that the Ladies of 
the Privy Chamber were continued in after*reigns even by 
QuEENfs CoNsoRTy for I meet with them on the Queen's Side 
in the reign of King James +» K. Cha. L %% ^^^ KL* Cha. II. § ; 
and further. Queen Henrietta, on her return to England, 
after the R^f^oration, retained four Ladies of her pRivir 
Chamber with falaries of 150^. per annum. ^ach ||. In this 
lift reign (of K. Cha« IL) I am a(hamed to confefs, that I find 
Mrs. Eleanor Gwynne (better known by the name .of Nell 
Gwynne) among the Ladies of the Privv Chamber to 
Queen Catherine **. This was bare*faced enough to be fure ! 
Had the King made a momentary connection with a lady of that 
^denomination, the ofience might have been connived at by the 
Queent but the. placing one of the meanefl: of his creatures {o 
near the Queen's perfon, was an- infult that nothing could pal- 
liate but the licencioufnefs of the age, and the abandoned cha* 
rader of that lafcivious monarch ! 

* Vol. I. p. 59. Edit. 1779. t Fiactt's Philoxenis. 

I Houfhold OrdiDances. § Houlhold Ordinances, 

y Memoirs of her Life, printed at Londont 1671, 

** Siie was fwom into that poft 1675, as appears from the books in the Lord 
Chamberlain's Office. 

The 
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Th£ reign of King Jambs the First f^ms to have proved 
fatal to the Salaries of the Gentlemen of the Privy Cham- 
B£R, and to have left them nothing but the Honour^ except diet 
Vjihtii in waiting. The king had enlarged the number front 
eighteen to Jortyi-eight^ and the hoa(hold account of the year 
1 6 1 5 * fays expreffly, that they had no Fee or Alltman^e f^om 
the Kino. This revolution m disfavor of thefe officers DMy 
1 think very properly be attributed to this period, as there waa. 
a great retrenchment in the fecond year of this king ; it is 
however very clear that they had Salaries in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and none after the reign of King James.. 
Of this indeed I have no poiitive evidence^ though there feems 
to have been ample occafion for fuch a ftep, when we are told 
by writers of unfufpedted authority, that the ueceflities, ta 
which his majefty was reduced, were fo great, that in the year 
1 606-7 (the fourth year of his reign) the officers of the bouf- 
bold were fo importunate and clamorous, that they flopped the. 
Lord High Treafurer (the Earl of DorfetJ in the ftreet, and 
would not fufier his coach to proceed, till he had made them a 
promife of payment +. The- Prince of. Wales (Prince Henry) 
was. in the fame predicament; the purveyors^ for want of pay- 
ment, a^kuaUy refufing to furnifh his highnefs any longer with' 
provifions, which occafioned his writing in harfh terms to the 
SJsrl of Dorfet J. 

. This Prince had the largefl houfhok) that perhaps ever was. 
eftablifhed for a PrInce op Wales, and amongfl the reft of 
his officers had Gentliemen of his Privy Chamber, both 
ordinary and extraordinary^ amounting in the grofs to fulL an. 

* In the College .of Arms« 

t Dr. Bifch's Life of Prince Henrjr, 8vo. p. 8j. 

I Idem. 

equal 
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equal number with thofe of the Ring ; but they likewife do not 
appear to have had any Salary. From thefe circumftances, 
taken together^ I am induced to conclude, as has been obferved, 
that thtfalaries were taken off early in the reign of King] amu 
-—from which time the office will appear to have been a poft 
o( Honour only. 

NoTwiTHSTANDiMo this defalcation in point of em6lument, 
the Duty of thefe Gemtlemsn was equal to what it had been 
in every refpedt, and their attendance ftrongly enforced by or-' 
dinances of houfhold of the reigns of king Charles L and 
Charles II. which are ftill to foe feen in the Lord Chamber- 
lain^s office. 

In this lituation they could only be expeSants, like the chap- 
lains^ and look for places of profit in reverjion ; and indeed lu« 
crative employments in the revenue departments, in embaffies, 
&c. they &em to have had a right to fill, after they had per« 
haps played a lofing game by cloie and expenfive attendance for 
feveral years, accompanied with nothing but mere Honour^ and 
negathe privileges. 

Wb muft now. Sir, proceed with our Gsntlemsn of the 
PaivY Chamber at a period when they might be more pro« 
perly ftyled, as Stowe calls them at this time, Efquires of Ho^ 
mur^ having little more to boaft of *• Their number both in 
the reign of King Charles Ift and King Charles lid was 48. 
which feems to have been unifi3rmly the eftablifhed comple* 
ment from the time of King James, to this day ; for as they^ 
had nothing but diet of the King, they were not diminifhed 
in number by retrenchments, which happened afterwards. Du«» 
ring thefe reigns they were called to fuch rigid attendance, 
as if their pofts had been more lucrative than ever. ** The 
^ Gentlemen of our Privy Chamber being 48,** fay the 

♦ King Charles L created five oCthem Knights of the Bath on his coronation. 
[Sec Anftis's Obfenratioos on the Order of the Bath, p. 78.] 

Ordinances 



OritnaiKe^ of flovihol<l of 4xMh Reigns ^^ <« fliaM be divided to 
^ wak by thdir quarters, twelve in eadi jquarter, .aud fuch cf 
«^ them as A^all not accocdmgly wak in tfaelr quarters^ fli^]! lo£c 
^ tb^ placed, and (^hen> [be] fwocn ia their {>Iaces by our Lord 
*• Chamberlain/' Thefe Ordinances then prefcribe their Duty; 
nyiz. i*« That they attend diligently in ^uViPklvy Chamber, 
^ and expedt notice of the Gmtieman liper in -waiting Avhen we 
^ are going abroad, and then to pais through the Privy QaiUries^ 
<^and attend U6 going ofU zt^d' coming J».^ Mete the line of 
*heir ^F^rte-feems to have been drawn, .though the attendance 
of the Gentlemen ^fJfiers of -the 'Paivv GHAiviaBR went fomc^ 
fthing'fiirtlier, as will appear hereafter. The iQterior office of 
^hefeGBi^TL&M£K within the Privy Ghan^r continued to fa!e 
«thefaine as it originally had been in part; viz^ the bringing 
in the i^iNO*s me^t to the board (when he dined there) and fo 
do other fcrvices +. TVw.of the twelve in waiting were enjoined 
to lodge every night in the Privy Chamber ; and the names of 
-the /w^, whofii tour of d«ty it was to fleep there, vjrere deli- 
vered at the beginning of every week to the Lord Cham- 
berlain, or Vice Chamberlain, by the Gmtieman VJher. 
During this reign they were employed in outward as well ^s 
4omeJliek fervices, for w4ien Mary de Medkis the Q. Dowager of 
•K. Hen. IV. of ^France, and -mother of Qubbn Henrietta 
tConfort of K« Charles I. came to vifit her daughter, (<^390 ^^^ 
King £ent, among dihers, y^/w/^GBNTLBMEK of his PrivV 
Chamber to receive her on her landing, who were to afiift iii 
-condM^king lierto^the Interview |. This unfortunate King 
was not 'bereft -of* thefe officers even -in his imprifboment at 
Holdenhy^bmfe in Northamptonihire, though the greateft part 

^ In the Lord Chamberlain's Office. 

f Houlhold Ordinances of theft Reigns* 

X V Entree ef Mary dc Medicis^ by Mr. Ia Scrre» 

I of 
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of his ordinary fervants were denied YCxm^fix of the Gsntlembw 
of his Privy Chamber being permitted to attend himy wh« 
Vf^xt to officiate in various capacities, fupplying (befidts their 
own duty) the places of Carver^ Sewer^ Cup-bearer^ and E/f/tire 
of the Body^ by turns *• 

The following reign differed little from the laft, witb regard 
to the parties in queftion. The Houfhold of Kr Charles IL had 
certainly been confiderably enlarged at his accefiion ; for in the 
year 16679 a retrenchment took, place, whereby all fupernumo* 
rary officers and charges, other than fuch as were in eile ift 
the reign of K* Charles L were taken away ^. 

This enlargement of the hou{hol4 eftabliihment did ao^ 
however, reftore the Gentlcmsn of the Privy Chamber to 
their Salarksi for in. a parchment roll of the Kino's fervants, 
made 1660 :{;, it is faid, in marginal notes (which run through 
the whole) that th^y h^iA ancientfy 50L pec annum, but tJbea 
only diet when in ^waking* 

It has been faid, that in the reign of King Hen^ VIIL theie 
Gentlemen dined (together with the Gentlemen VJhersJ in the 
Privv Chamber, after the King had avoided it, and had with- 
drawn to his interior apartments ^ but that was not the ca(e at 
this period, and it feems to ha^ve been a difcontinuance of ibme 
flanding ; for I find that the officers of the Prvoy Chamber^ of 
every denomination^ dined, together with feveral other officers, 
at a table called the Waiters ^ahle^ which was regulated by the 
ordinances of thefb two lad reigns, wherein it is called a Ratify 
nation of ancient Orders. This mode was, I thinkt moft proba- 
bly adopted on the acceffi.on of Quebn Mary, when flic intro- 

♦ Peck's DcHclerata Curiofa, Vol. If, p. 372. Edit. 1779. 
t Lord Chamberlain's Office-booksr 
\ Iq the Lord Chamberlain's Office. 

duced 
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4uced LADiks of h^r P»ivV Chambbk. It is to be obferved 
here, thiat eight Oem'Tlemen of the Privy Chamber only 
Were permitted to dine at this ST^^/f, though twelve w^tt e\\^ 
joined to be every day in waitings which I conceive muft have 
been the effect of the retrenchment we have mentioned 1667 ; 
for thefe orders of houfhold were evidently made after the year 
1 668, as they include oflScers, whofe places were not ereded till 
that year. The Ordinances of K. Charles II. were only an en- 
laiged edition of thofe of his father K. Charles {. ; and though 
it was auSior^ yet I cannot fay it was emendaiior with regard to 
the GsNTLEMEK of the Privy Chamber : but the decifive 
blow, which reduced thefe Gentlemen to their preient poft 
of HoMOVR only, was moft probably the very great redu<ftio|i 
in almoft every branch of the royal houfhold, which took place 
in the reign of K. Jasi^s IL immediately after thei demife of 
K. Charles IL There was fcarce an office (collectively fpeaking) 
iiowever humble^ that did, not fufier at that time either iu 
Mumter (whereby the duty to the furvivors was increafed) or iu 
emo/Mmetits, and foinetimes in both; and many branches were 
cicely cut off. At this pieiiody ; the^refore, it is moft probable, 
that the Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber lofl even the 
little privilege of the table ; but whether their Duty ceafed at 
that time I have not been able to difcern^ though it is moft 
natural to imagine that their diurnal and no^umat offices feU 
iogethen 

SiMCB the Accefiion of the Houfe of Hanover^ the Gentls- 

' men do not feem to have been drawn forth into office (further 

. than has been fhewn) except once at the Revival of the Ord«r 

09 THE Bath* od which occafion, when the Knights attend* 

ed the Kino to the ChapeL Royal on Eafier Sunday (1726) the 

Procefllon was led by the Gentlemen of the Peivy Cuam^ 

I 2 ^ER 
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BER*. This, however, was but. a reyocalion to air anciifU 
Branch of their Duty ; for it appears from Ccratnooials prefervedt 
iu the College of Arms, that formerijr they alwi^s made a part 
of the Procefiion to the Cbapel Royal oft SuhdiVfs and F^ivals -^^ 
if heceflary we might go farther back ; for, in an account of the 
marriage of the Prineefs Mmy daughter of K* Cha. L with the 
Ion of Frtikriek'^ Henry Prince of Orange (1641), the procef- 
iion of tlie King to the chapel was led << aeconiing to the man^ 
nor ohferved upon Fefiivah^ by Gbntlbmen of the. Paivr 
Chamber |. 

Whether there is any CHAMtei in fortign Qmrfs under* 
^hi^ particular appellation, I am hot com|x«8nt to fay; tbo^b^ 
there feems to have been in fome of them aii apartment of « 
private njitore^ fimtlar to our anciewtPnivY Cuambbr : for Mr« 
Roger Afcham, ^vhd was fecrecary to &iv Hichald Morifiiw^. Anr* 
baifador to the EiitiPBiibR ei(AilE6 V^ teHs «)s la la ietteiv dat^ 
^551^ that hi firil fa^ the Eftll^tiRbit^ lA His Pitiw iZBJsmnM. 
Iv. A(ch&m^s Worlds^ publi(hdS hySeitam^ p. 375.] «jld dgabl^ 
hhtn Mr» Afcham faw the VkiUcE of Spaih^ kf^ %&, it ^pras 
•in his Privy GkAM^Ek. [i^m. p. 385*] Th&s chamber^ 
tinder i^hsttfeviir ^le it went^ ioT^^^ td Mr. Afeham^ idda 
I6f c^tfrPliiyt GttTAMikk, vkiA iiviSf dbubtlefs^ z retired 9^tScU 
fefchr* 

THkRS Y^etiit, hdiverer, to have been ft V(iry ^ttiiHt efta* 
bli(hment in France^ j>robably founded on our own^ wider the 
BebOmiriatidn df ^ GeJi'tlemek h ^rtthtayyt of ibe X^o^s 
HoTJSBOLB^** Whoi if i can rbly xxpM thy atethorifey, i»&t6 4t 
firft 48 in number, though thiy trere afterwards redttcttd to 
26. They appear to have bdeu iniftihiteil by K . Hehiy IH. SAi 

^ The pnmbcr k left indefiaice in the Ceremonial. 

t See the Chapter Books in 0£ Ann. Tub annis 1673 it i686«. 

\ Addenda to Leland^s Colkdanea, 'Vol. V. p. 345^ 

confequently 
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^conie^ueutly. are of a modern date : for that King afcended the 
jrhrouo of France I574» and was a co-temporary with our Q^ 
JElizabeth^ The following are the leading features of their re- 
femblancetoourGENTLBMSN of the Privy Chamber — They 
were to keep near the King's Ptrfon^ to receive his comn)ands.— 
They were fent on fundry occafions, not only into the provinces 
of France, with the King's orders, but were Ibmctimes em- 
ployed in negotiations with foreign princes. — They likewife car- 
ried the King's compliments of Congratulation or Condolence^ 
icQ^c. I give this account on the faith of ?l Gallia Noiitiaj 
or Prtjht State rf France^ tranflated from the French by 
R. Wolley *, A«M. and iicenfed for the prefs in 1686-7, though 
fioc printed till 1691 « 

Tiirsy Sir, is all I have to offer on the Nature and Duiy^ Sec. 

$S' thdfe GeNTi-EMBVt now in foch great meafure unem- 

' p^loyed ; faKit I (hall beg leave to trouble you with a few 

mnii en the Privy Chamber it/elf {to which I have the 

. Jkttoar humbly to belbng} fo often n^entioned in this' and the 

preceding memoir. 

This chamber is always ftyled honourable, but properly 
ihould be called, as it is atprefent, most HONouRAfetE +. The 
fituation of it is (interiorly fpeaking) . next beyond- the Frefence 

chamber^ 

^ It appears from the dedication, that Mr. U^Jky rcfided fcvcral years in 
Trance, in the family of Richard [Graham] Vifcpunt PreJIon, to whom the tnmf- 
latioa is infcribcd ; fo that the work fccnw to have been prepared for the prefs 
before the Vifcount^s attainder (1690), thoiigh piWiflicd afterwards. 

t Sec before, p. 46. From tliis Title annexed to the AparimtnU fome Gew- 
TJL£MaN of the PitivY Chamber have been mMled to imagine they hare a right 
to be ftyled honourable id their addrcfs ; but there fcems to be no ground for 
the prefumption. They are not fo termed in their Warrants and Certificates. It 
is the HONOURABLE HousE OF CoMMONs, coUcdivcly fpeaking; but evcrv mem- 
ber 
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chamber^ communicating with the (late Bed chamber through aa 
intermediate room, the proper name of which is the PTtthdraw 
ing room ; for what we now call the Drawing room is a nouvelie 
affaire — and the room made u{e of for the purpofe is, properly 
fpcaking, the great Council chamber. By this transfer, the origi- 
nal idea of a withdrawing room is loH, and the intention to« 
tally reverfed, in as much as that room, which by its name 
implied an apartment of ftill greater retirement than even the 
Privy chamber^ is now become in fadl the Chamber of Prefence^ 
and the Council room is ufcd for the purpofe, merely, I appre- 
hend, on account of its amplitude. But let us obferve whaft 
was the etiquette of the Withdrawing room — even fo lately as in 
the time of King Charles I. It appears from the Ordinancesrf 
that Reign above cited, that the Qjjeev^s Withdrawing room 
was kept fo facredly private, that noCounfeJs or other L^^ could 
come into it without aiking leave ~ and even the Officers 6f -the 
Privy Chamber had not the Jntr^e, except it were to deliver 
a meffage to the Lord or Vice chamberlain^ or to the Queen in 
their abfence ♦. 

The Drawing-rooms^ as we now call them, were introduced 
x>n the acceflion of King George II. and Queen Caroline, 
and during the Queen^s life were held every evening, when all 
perfons, properly dreiTed, were admiflible, and the Royal Family 
played .at cards. After the demife of the Queen, they were 
continued but twice in a week, and in a few years the eveniiig 

ber of it has not individuaHy a right to that ajix to his name. I incline .to 
think, and upon good foundation, that thefe Gentlemen have been drawn into 
the idea by The Prefent State of Gnat Britain publifhed hy ^•hn Cbambeflaym^ 
Efq. (1708), who fays that King Henry VII. gave them this ////p— but the errors 
.And crudities of that and the reft of thofe compilations are innumerable. 
* Houfhold Ordinances of the year 1627. 

5 Drawing 
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Drawing-rowns were laid afide^ and the King kept his (late in a 
morning twice every week as at prefent. 

Lcvies^ are likewiie of modern date ; for antiently the King 
faw bis courtiers — the ambatfadors &c. for the moft part in his 
Presence Chamber, the room next without the Privy Cham- 
BER. In this chamber (of Prefence) the King occafionally dined 
in' ftate, during which, no peribn, not warranted by his office^ 
ttras permitted even to fet his foot upon the haut-pas *. 0\\ 
Ordinary occafions the King dined in his Privy Chamber, at* 
tended by the officers of that room ; and afterwards, when he 
chofe to be dill more private, retired to the JVithdrawing room 
iituate as we have faid, between the Privy chamber and the Bed 
cbambcr. This, room was coniidered as a branch of the Bed 
chamber which had its own officers, the Gentlemen (now called 
the Lords J^ the Grooms^ and the Pages oi the Bed chamber, and 
the correfponding room at St. James's is called the little Draw- 
ing room to this day.- 

To return to the Privy Chamber. The Eltham Statutes, fo 
often mentioned^ fufficiently (hew how facred this room was 
kept in the reign of King Henry VIII. for they expreffly prohi-i 
bited any accefs to the King in his Privy Chamber by per- 
fons not particularly named : for, fay they, " no perfbn of 
" what eftate, degree, or condition fo ever he be, fhall from - 
** henceforth prefume to attempt, or be in any wife "fuffered or 
** admitted to come, or repair into the King's Privy Cham* 
** BER, other than fuch as his Grace fliall from time to time 
« call for, or command, except only the minifters now deput- 
" ed, or in lieu of them hereafter to be deputed for attendance 
*« inthefame." The /at Gentlemen of the Privy Cham- 
ber together with the other officers appertaining to that 

* Ordinances of King Cbarks II. 

roona 
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68 On the original Nature^ Duty^ ^c. of the 

room are likewife excepted. The privacy of this room may^ 
jprima facie, feem to have been deftroyed by the number of offi* 
ccrs on continual duty in it, viz. the Jix Gentlemen and the 
two Gentlemen UJhers^ befides the Gr^o/;« and the P^^^ ; but it 
is to be obferved that they were fworn ** not to difclofe any 
*• fccret concerning the Royal Perfon or State, that they may 
" hear within the P r ivy Chamber * *^^ they were alfo cautioned^ 
and I prefume folemnly, " to keep fecret all fuch things 9S 
♦* (hall be done or faid in the Privy-Chamber +." 

After the Rcftoration, the etiquette of thetPRivy Cham^ 
BP.R ^as more relaxed \ and many perfons were admitted tx of^ 
ficio who at that period, from the complexion of the times, werp 
^found neceflary. . The bufinefs of the ftate had eucreafe4» 
'the military were in higher eftimaubn, aad it .was proper to 
countenance many gentlemen of rank and consequence, though 
not of quality, who had been friends to the King during, his 
exile : but, at the fame time, not to trouble you with the words 
themfelves, the ordinances of this reign exclude all «' unknown 
«' perfons." At this time the King kept his court at White- 
hall. The diipofition of the rooms in all our royal palaces is 
at prefent as nearly as poflible the fame, leading in a fuite 
through the Guard Chamber^ (or more properly fpeaking the 
Great Chamber^ to the Prefence Chamber ; from thence to the 
Privy Chamber^ and then through the Withdrawing Room to 
the Bed Chamber^ hut there was at Whitehall two peculiar 
branches of the Privy Chamber neceifary to be mentioued, vxt,. 
the Privy Gallery, and the Privy Garden .J. The 

Privy 

^ The words of the Oath Temp. Eliz. R. left by Drae Drury, a GsnUewum 
VJher of that time, printed in the Antiquarian Repertory, Vol. Ii« p. 195. 

t Eltbam Statutes, 

X There was, in the reign of Q»fecn Eli^iibeth, a Privf Gardin at the Tower, 
£v. a draught of the Tower Liberties made from a furvey 1597, from which 

an 



Gentlemen of th^ JKang^s Privy Chamber. 69 

Frivv GAZ-LERYf as may be colleded from the Ordinances of 
King Chai^les II. .|cd over the arch of Holben^s Gate from whence 
there was a defccnt by fteps immediately into the Park *• Part 
of this Gallery was accounted as Pjiivy Chamber, which part 
is defcrihed in thefe Ordinances to be the, fpace between ** the 
** fecand door from the Park^ at the paffage over the ftrcet,. to 
*• the door of the Ante*Room to the Bed Chamber [which 
*• was] towards the water fide." At this fecond door within 
the Gallery was a Qalhry Keeper^ to let in fuch perfons as 
were q-uahfied to cpter, and to exclude, all others at his peril. 

Th^; Privy Gardpi was likew.ife jiccounted as Privy Cham- 
Ber; for'tlie Ordinances of. Kitig Charles It. .exprefsly fav, 
♦'^^ That' the Trivy G^rji?« be obferved ^ in all particulars as 
** our Privy Lodgings, concerning the fervice to be perform- 
" ecj there by' {he' Gentlemen JJfbers of our Privy Chamber.'* ' 
K Gentleman tj^^r attended the ^/«g- when he walked in this 
Garden — ^^lot Ci th^ Gentlemen of the Pr^vy Chamber. 
theif duty extending tio farther than the domeftic limits of the 
FriVy Chamber, as they only attended the King at his going ; 
out and coming in +. 
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an engraving ha» l>eeri publiQici by'your SocTety.] The QuVcn had likewife both 
a Privy Gallery and a Privy Gardm a,t Nonfuch [of which fee a dcfcription in 
your Ardiaeologia, VoU V. p.* 4*29^] * Thcrd is, cr was, likcwife a Privy Gerdcn 
at Hampton Court. [See Bibliot;h^ca Topographica Britannica pubLflied by 
John NichoU 1781- Nc; II. p;*46.] 

* A beaujiful engraving of this Gate has been happily prefcrvcd by your 
Soekty.- ' Wfecn ft ifc» ttken ^own (anno 1759) in order to widen the flreet, 
the materials were carried to Wind for Great Lodge at the rcqucft of his late 
R6yal Highnefs William Duke of Cumberlard^ who intended to have re-creftcd 
it as a tertnination of the Long fi^alk j bat his Highnefb^s death prevented ir. The 
fituation of this Gate, as it remained, after the fire which in the year 1697 dc- 
ftroyed all the State Apartments except the Banqueting houre, may be fecn, by 
thofe who do not remember it, in a print (tngraved from an original draAing) in 

the 4"tLqU4ri94> .ft^PP^''/^ ^^^* !• facing p. 86. . 
• f ^ccbefere^ pi 61;/ 

Onk 
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*-o On the original Nature^ Dufy^ &€• 

One word more, Sir, will (hew the particular attention/ even 
in fore-liglit, that was paid to this Chamber hy the above cited 
Ordinances of King Charles II. as they provide for a poffiblc 
cafe, whether in z Villa belonging to the KinGj or at the Seat 
of a Nobleman whom the Kino might honour with a vifit; 
for, lay they, ** in all houfes, where one Chamber is for our 
** Presence, and Privy Chamber, the faid Chamber fliall be 
avoided, and become the Privv Chamber^ after warning 
given to cover' the table there for our meals, and alfb at other 
** times, when our pfeafure (hall be to have the fame private** 

From what has been faid, Sir, we may difcern that the em« 
ployment of the Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber was of 
a mixt nature— they being originally confidential Servants to the 
.King — uieful to .him as "Gentlemen of education ^ properly qua- 
lified to.be fcnt on emballies &c. and Guardians of his Perfon 
iv Night, as two of them ilept in an apartment nearly ad- 
joining to the ^oy si Bed Chamber : thsAx per/anal Authority was 
iingularly decifive when exercifed in the King's name — their 
Service honourable in itfelf, and ornamental to the Court. 

I have the honour, Sir, to fubfcrihe myfelf 

your very obedient 

bumble fervant^ 

SaMVSL PfOOB, 
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Extract from the London Gazette, of April 30, 1763^ 



Wh iteh al l, April iS^ 

THIS day their Exdllencies M» ♦ Querini and M. *Mo- 
RosiNi Ambajfadors Extraordinary from the moft Serene Re- 
PU3LICK ^Venice made thi^it public Entry: they were received 
at Greenwich hy the Right Honourable the Earl of Guilford f» 
and Sir Charles Cottrell Dormer^ Knt. Majler of the Cere- 
monies^ accompanied by ^x Gentlemen of his Majesty's 
Privy Ch amber, and from thence brought by water in his Ma-» 
jesty's Barges to the.TawER* The Right Honourable hono 
Berkeley. OF Stratton, Conftable of the Tower^ received their. 
Excellencies at their landing, the Standard was difplayed^ and 
the Guardhcing drawn out upon the wharf, faluted their Excels 
Uncies as they pa0ed by : when the coaches were got ofF the 
wharf, the Guns fired. The Proccffion began by fx of the 
Knight Marjhars men on hoffebaci; then the coudu£):ing EarPs » 

* 'By tbcfc Initials I prefume the Title of Monsignorb is intended. 

t Not ix officio — ^but appointed for the purpofe ; and poflibly (chough,! fpeak • 
dliffidemly) becaafe the Rank of an Earl inight quadrate with the Senatorial 
DIGNITY of the Ambassadors. Their Exc$lUncits were likewife received by aa 
Earl oa tlieir fnblh AudUnu^ [vr^Poftea.] 

IL % Coach ^. 
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Coach, in which went Stephen Cottrell^ Efq. Marflfaloitht Cf- 
rcmonies ; then followed y^r/y of their Excellencies Footmen^ 
in very ricli ILveries, twa and./w^ after them eight Gentlemen 
of the [their] J?^^ Chamber on horfebackVwi? and two ; then the 
Houfe Steward on horfcback ; then eight PageSj two and twOj on 
horfcback ; then the Under Gentlemen of the Horfe \ then their 
\l\Q<:\\cnQ\ts Band of Mujicj on hbrfeback ; then came the Firfl 
Gentleman of the Hoase, immediately preceding his Ma- 
jesTy's. State Coach, in whidl^wreht vtifiiii ExcALLfewci-Vsj f!he- 
Right Honourable the Earl of Guilford, and Sir Charles Cot- 
TRELL Dormer, Knt. Majler of the Ceremonies; then followed 
one of his Majesty*s leading tOAche^ ^' with the two Secretaries 
of the Embassy in it; then one of the Queen's leading coaches j 
and after thefe a hading coach of her Royal HigKnefl the Primejs 
DowAger of Wales— of Yn^ Royal Highnefi \}cit' t>uke of 
York — of her Royal Highnefs the Prince/s Augusta— of his 
.Royal Highnefs the Daie of Cumberlakd— and of her Royal 
Highnefs the Princefs Amelia — each drawn by ^ horfes. 

In thefe coaches went the Gentlemen of the Privy Cham- 
ber two and two ; thtsfe were followed'H^y the State Coach of the 
mo/l SereneRE?VBLicK. ^Venice, very richly ornamented and 
drawn by eight horfcs, and two more x6ry fich Coaches of their 
Excellencies, drawn by fix horfcs each, in the laft of whick 
went Two Noble Venetians of their Excellencies* fuite ; a nur 
merous trahi of coaches of the Nobility each drahvn by Aat horfes' 
<clofed the proceffion. . . ' ' • 

When theirExcELLENciES were arrived tit Somerfet^SolijfiyJ^ey 
wvere complimented on the part of his Majesty by the RJgkt 
.Honourable Lord Beaulieu : from the Queen, by the Right 

- • • 

* By leading coaches is to be underflood thoft commonly ufed for the* convey- 
ance of the Retinue of the feveral branches of the Royal Family rclppftivefy, as 

tlillinguiQicd from the State Coaches. ' * 

Honourable 
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ffonauralk Lord Viscount Cant alupe, her Majesty*s Flee 
dhamberlain ^ from her Royal Highnefs the Princess Dowager 
OF Wales, by WtUiam Wentworth, Efq. her Royal Highnelb's 
Vice Chamberlain ♦: from his Royal Wghnejs the Duke of York 
•by the Honoarable Gedrge Weji^ E/q. one of his Royal Highnefs's 
Grooms of the Bed Chamber: from her Royal Highnefs Princess 
AtTGUSTA, by William Egerton^ Efq* her Royal Highnefb's 
Gentleman Ujher\ : from his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cum- 
berland by the Honourable General Fi I z- William one of his 
Royal Highiiefs's Grooms of the Bed Chamber^ and from her Rcyai 
Highnefs Princess Amelia* by — — Stephens, Efq. one of her 
floyal HigttDCfs's Gentlemen XJfhers^ 



St, James% April 2 !• 

This day their Excellencies M. Querini andM. Morosini, 
Jimbaffadors Extraordinary from the mofl Serene Republick of 
Venice, were brought to their publick Audience of his Majesty^ 
i>y tbt Right tfymmraik theEarl a$ Sussex:}:, andSiRCHARLEs 
'CoTTR'BLL E>ormer, Knt. Mafier of the Ceremonies^ attended by 
^x. Gentlitmen of the-pRiVY Chamber, from Somerfet-houfe^ 
where they had been, as ufiial,entcrtained by his Ma je st y for three 

* This! apprehend to be a grofs miftakt*; for though Ffer Roym. Highm£s6 

•had a Chamberlain (the Right Honourable Lord Bojhn) yet fbe never had a Fkf 

Chamieriain; for want of which Officer, the duty, on thk occafion, in the abfcncc 

•^f the Cbamberlainy dovolred upon Mr. Wentwortb^ citlier as fenior GentUmfin VJher 

of her Rayal Higbnefs's Privy Cbamier, «r a8 the Giftilman UJhtr of that Department 
'4m waking. 

t This is likewife erroneous ; for it (hould run— —one of the GintUmtn UJhirs 
SforUrfy JVaittrs belonging to Her Roptl Higbm/s the Princess Dowager of 
Wales deputed to attend on the part of £Ur Rcyal Higbmfs the Princess 

AU9USTA. 

X A particular aj^ointment, 

2 days, 
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days. The Procefllon and ranging of the Coaches.was cxaftly the 
fame as at the Entry ^ Their Exeellencie^vjtTC received at the Court 
Gate by Sir Sxu^fiEY Meadow s^ Kmgbt.MarJbaL The Foot 
Guards upon duty were drawn up, in the courts and their Officers 
faluted t\\t\x Excellencies w'xthPike^ Drum^ dxid Co/ours^^/p^xlVrng 
off their hats as they pafled by.. Their Excellencies were coa^ 
dufted to the Lattle Council Chamber to reft themfelves till his 
Majesty was ready ; and then having notice fentby^a G^«//rtWtfir- 
U/ker^ they fet forward^ having the Right HmouraBle the Eakl.ow 
Sussex on their righl hand, andSiR Charles Cottrell Dorf 
MER, KiiT.. Ma/ler of the Ceremonies^ oa their left. They were 
received at xhtGitard-ClSamber Door by the RigM JIonouraileluOKi^ 
Viscount FALMovTBjCaptain of the Yeomen of the Guard: zt the 
Drawing'Room Door* by the Right Honourable the Earl o? 
hicHFiEJ^DyCaptain of -the Band of Gentlemen Pen/tonerSf who were - 
janged on each frde in the Great CouncikChamber (the. Roongii 
where hisMajefty gave them Audience), at the door of which their 
Excellencies were received by his Grace the Duke* of Marxbo- 
BOiTGU, Lord Chamberlain ofx bis Majefty^s Hou/boldL His Excels 
iency M. Moro^iki then made an Harangue to his Majesty 
in //^//tf^T,. which > his MA;tE STY haying aofvi^red in EngJi/h^ 
their Excellencies again retired to the L//^(r Comcil Chamber^ 
till Her Majesty was ready ta receive, them^ of which 
having notice by a GentJeman Uffer^ they went to the Qusen's 
fide, and were received at the door of Her Majesty's Guard-^ 
Chamber^ by the Right Honourabte Lord Viscount Cantalui»& 
her Majesty's Fice Chamberlain^ and at the door of the RoomoS 
jAudience^ by the Right Honourable the EABh of Harcourt,- 
ber Majesty's Lord Chamberlainy and fo conduftcd up to Hdr 
Majesty by the Lord Chamberlain, the Earl of Sussex,, 

* Mean; n^ the door of the- GrfattCcunal Cbamhr^ commonly called the Dtaw^ 

afid 
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snd Sir Charx^bs Cottrell Dormer^ Knt« Majler of the 
CerernQniei. The Audience over, their Excellencies were re<- 
conducted by the Earl of Sussex and Sir Charles Cottrell 
Dormer, to their own houfe in the fame ftate as they came. 

Their Excejllenciss had Audience of Leave of His Ma- 
jesty on the 13th day of May following, in the ufu^ form, 
and were received in the clofet, when the King conferred the 
Honour of Knigbtbood oaM^QjJEiLi^i^ and prefented him with 
ihe tich Sword mentioned in the preceding Meoioin 
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Extract from the Loftd on Gazette of Janoary 17, i76'ra 
At the Court at St. Jameses,, the 13th day of January^ 1761. 

P RE s E U Ty. 

The KingV moft Excellent Majssty. in GbuncrL 



WHEREAS His Majesty's Royal Predecefors were 
pleafed, from time to time^ by their refpefitive Orders 
made in Council ^ to declare and (ignify their pleafure, that their 
Servants fhould have and enjoy all antient LibertieSy Rights and 
Privileges j and that none of their Servants in ordinary y.witb Fee^. 
fliould be inforced or obliged to bear any Public Qficej fervc 011 
yuries or Inquejls^ or be fubjefted unto any muld or fine for not 
lubmitting thereunto; His Majesty this day taking the fame 
into confideration ; and thinking it reafonable that all his Ser^^ 
vants in ordinary^ with FeCy fhould in regard of their conftant at- 
tendance upon His Majesty's Person, enjoy the Kke Privi- 
leges with thofe of his Predecejforsy doth therefore hereby order, 
with the advice of his Privy Council^ that the Lord Cham- 
berlain of his Majesty's Houjholdj in relation to fuch of his 
MA^«:sTV'»*y^r^'^/?/j, who are under his Grace's * Command. 



The Duke of Marlborougb< 
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above JUirn and the Lord Stbwakd of His Majesty's i/b«/^ 
boldf and in bis abfence. His Majesty!s Officers of the Green 
Cloth^ as to fuch as are accounted Officers below Jiairs\ and the 
Master of the Horse for the Servants belonging to the Stables^ 
do refpe^ively fignify unto the Lord Mayor of London and" 
to his Majesty's Jufiicei of the Peace within the City of West* 
minster^ Counties of Surrey and Middlesex^ and to the. 
Mayors^ Sheriffs and Bailiffs of any Corporation or County^ and^ 
to all fuch as may be therein concerned, whenfbever there (hall 
be caufe for ailerting the faid Privilege; that His Majesty hath 
thought proper, conformable to the example of his Predecejfors in^ 
this behalf, to order and require, that his Servants (hould have,, 
hold, and enjoy all the faid Liberties j Rights^ and Privileges ; 
and that henceforward none of his Servants in Ordinary^ with 
Fee^ be enforced, or any ways obFiged to bear any public Officesy. 
fcrvc on Juries or Inquefis, fFatch or fTard^ in any place where 
they dwell, or elfewhere, nor fubjeft to any mulA or fine for 
not fubmitting thereunto; and the Lord.Chamberlain of 
his Majesty*s Houjholdy for thofe Servants ^^0t;^^^iW; the 
Lord Steward of his Majesty's Houjbold^ and in his abfence 
His Majesty's Officers of the Greencloth for the Servants below 
Jlairsi and the Master of the Horse for the Servants belonging: 
to the Stables^ are hereby authorized and required to take fpecial 
care, that this His Majesty's pleafure be duly obferved and 
put in execution ; and that His Majbsty*s Attorney General^ 
for the time being, be, and he is hereby authorized and requiredy 
npon any application made to him by any of His Majesty's 
Servants in Ordinary ^ with Fee^ to caufe a flop to be put to all 
proceedings already had, or to be commenced againfl them or 
any of them, for refufing to watch ^ or ferve on Juries ^ or bear or 
undergo any puUic Office or Employment above-mentioned : and 

L His 
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His Majesty doth hereby further order, that Copies of this 
Order be left with the refpedlive Clerks of the Peace of the Cities^ 
of London and Westminster, and Counties of Middlesex 
and Surrey, to be kept amongft the Records of His Majesty^s 
Seflions, to the Intent that due obedience may be given there* 
unto, and his Servants may not be vexed with unreafonable pro-* 
ceedings* 

W. BLAIR- 



END of PART the FIRST. 
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INTRODUCTION 



T O 



PART H. 



THE primary intention of this Work went no farther than 
to develop the nature of a few Branches of the Royal 
Eftabliihmcnt, which were cither totally worn out; or to (hew 
what Ibme of them, now in an cvanelcent ftate, formerly were : 
but in the courfe of fucb rcfeafches I found myfelf led on in« 
fcnfibly to what may in fome meafure ultimately amount to an 
oecononrical Hiftory of the Royal Houfliold. The fubjeft of the 
firfl: Diflertation (the Efqui)'ts of the Body) is entirely vaniflhed, 
and that of the fccond (the Gtntletnen of the Privy -Chamber) is 
little lefs i!oj except in name. Many, however, of the OfBfcea 
which remain differ fo widely from the original defign of their 
inftitiition, that fuch traces of them as can be found iti their an- 
tieiit ftatc- may not 'be unacceptable to fome readers. If I 
Ihould intrude too long with what immediately follows, ot with 
other- feemingly unimportant fubjefls, it is becaufe no writer 
has hitherto gotre into them at large— 'and becaufe they contain 
remanents of Antiquity not totally unworthy of being redeemed 
from oblivion. I confider myfelf in the light of an Artift clean- 

a 2 ing 



ing a large decayed original Pifture, wherein a noble Group of 
Figures, and a rich extendve Back-ground may bedifcovercd,un- 
lefs they be more obfcured by the unlkilfuhiefs of the Operator. 

In a Work of this fort, where the information is of fo deful- 
tory a nature, it is almoft impoflible to purfue any plan which 
will confine tkefubje£lsl have to offer within a regular feries : I am 
therefore under a neccflity of keeping them detached, for want 
of Muniments which occur fometimes very fparingly. It is at 
befl but building with mere fcantlings, of which when a few 
are found, one does not know where tofeek for more ; and even 
thofe, in a£tua] pofTeflion, will not always fuit the purpofe for 
want of being perfedl :— but I have the honour to addrefs myielf 
to a learned Society, many Members of which are fenfible how 
difHcult it is to form a flru£ture with materials fo widely di£- 
perfed. I can defer but very little to printed authorities — ^few^ 
indeed, are, to! be had; when at the fame time Manuscripts on 
fuchfubje^s arefeldompreierved, andthoie which are, cannot eafily 
be found, though I am bound to acknowledge I have met with 
every poillble indulgence in the fearch for them. I truft, how- 
ever, that all I have faid, or may hereafter throw out upon thefe 
topics, will have authority, a Fides jlttica^ fufiicient to fup« 
port itfelf ; and I had much rather fay too little upon good 
groiinds than hazard any thing upon a doubtful bottom. 

I beg it may be underftood that in thefe Difquiiitionsldo not 
aim at innovation, or the refloration of ancient Cuftoms ;— nei- 
ther would I be thought to infinuate any comparative ideas foe* 
tween the prefent and former ftate of things ;— ^but, above all, 
I fhould be very forry to give the ilighteft offence to any Gen- 
tleman, or Body of Gentlemen, in the Royal Houlhold, and 
more efpecially to the Sovereign; the defign extending no further 
than merely to ihew (as has been fuggefted) wjiat were the Man- 
ners of the Court in remoter ages^and the primary nature of Of- 
fices 
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[ V J 
iices and Employments in the Regal EftablKhment, which are 
now ib much altered in their complexion and features by Time, 
and by change of Habitudes. In the courfe of fuch inveftigations, 
however, I mud be excufed if it (hould tranfpire that fome Offices 
originally, menial in their nature, have been emancipated, and 
are become refpedable ; while others, at firfl: honourable, have 
funk into obfcurity— -the effect of adventitious circumAances ra- 
ther than the condu£k of individuals* 

To juftify this Rcfearch, we may obfcrvc, that there is in Man- 
kind an almofl innate defire to be acquainted with, and an incli* 
nation to revere, in fome degree, the Manners of their Ancef* 
tors, which extends even to their Paftimes and Pleafures : and if 
fuch curiofity prompts us to enquire into the ancient modes of liv- 
ing, and the private ceconomy of our own family connections, 
there is a ftill ftronger tmpulfe which urges us to view, as 
a more enlarged profped, . the interior domeftic lives of our 
former Kings, their Eftablifliments, their Courts, and fuch 
Ceremonies as differ from thofe of the prefent age. Thefe we 
naturally compare with our own times, and even admire for their 
rudenefs and fimplicity, while at the fame moment we congra- 
tulate ourfelves as living at a period of greater refinement. A 
modern French author * has a paflage very appoiite to this idea, 
— " Dc toutes Ics parties de notre hiftoire,*' lays he, >* il n*en 
'^ eft pas de plus intereliante que celle qui nous retrace les 
^^ moeurs et les ufages de nos Peres. Ce ibnt, pour ainfi dire, de 
<^ ces* vieux portraits de famille, fur lefquels on fe plait toujours 
<< a jetter les yeux. La Gotbiciti du coftume, Thabillement bi- 
*' farre, le maintien roide et empefe des peribnages qu*ils repre* 

* Monf. de St. Palaye. Memoires fur TaQcicnne Chevalerie. Tom. III. in 
Preface. Paris. Duixlecimo, l^%u 

<* fcntent, 
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" feutent, nous paroiflent tout-d-fait plaifans, ct nous nc pou^ 
" vons nous empecher de fourire du mauvais gout de nos an- 
"' ceftres/*^ 

The French writers have gone at large into minute details^ 
refpedling their own Eftablilhments, and there is fcarcely a Ce- 
remonial, or even an Office in the Court of France, that has not 
been handled by thfem even to prblixity : for the fake of brevity 
I refer to Mr. du Tillet, — Pere Daniel de la milice Fran9pi(e— 
Mr. Godefroye, &c,_ &c. 

A Sovereign of our own times would find the State and Cere-- 
mony of former ages an incumbrance hardly to be endured ; it 
would be like reverting to the days of Chivalry, when no per- 
fon of rank could appear without being buckled up in a Suit ot* 
Armour. 

Every Century has felt a comparative enjoyment of its luxu« 
lies, there having perhaps always been fomething in each fuc- 
ceeding age more refined than in the laft, and evwy period, I 
doubt nor, has exulted in fuch improvements j while any given 
sera has been perfeftly happy in the pofleffion of its own ^ with- 
out a prefentiment of fuperior indulgencies. Our Anceftors fared 
as voluptuoufly in their Diet as any of their fucceflbrs have done, 
according to the tafte of the times ; — their Tables were plenti- 
fully, though not, as we (hould now call it, elegantly fur- 
niftied; and they had their Rarities and far-fetched Dainties. Their 
ftyle of Cookery varied from ours as much as the Cut of their 
Cloaths, and the ingredients ufed in it as much as the materials 
of which their Cloaths confifted : yet were their Diflies and their 
Drefs equally fumptuous. Who now hears of Cloth of Gold, 
or who er.ts Cranes and Porpoifes ? — and yet thefe laft were an- 
accounted princely Viands *. Thus has luxury been the fame 
in all ag^s, differing only in its modes and qualities. 

* Sec. the Forme of Cury or Roll of Cookery of the year I390t A private im- 
preffion, by Guftavus Brander, Efci* — Sibict amicis. 

2 State 



I vli 1 

State and Parade, the natural and proper appendages ofCourif?^ 
have likcwifc relaxed with the times, and been decaying for 
xnore than a century, and it is only to be lamented that Dig- 
nity has fallen with them. From hence it arifes, that every 
trace of antient fplendour becomes of fome value, and an objed 
of record ; — hereby an old Cujlom is rendered equal in efti- 
ination with an old Cii/Vi,— the veftiges of a Court with thofe 
of a Coftvent"'^nd the Manners of mankind, when living, as 
worthy of prefervation as their Monuments when dead. There 
are a few, and but a few, who may know, by recoUedlion or by 
oral tradition, how the Fa(hions and Etiquette of the Court have 
varied for nearly a century : but thofe few can tell us little of 
what they were two centuries ago, which is only to be difcovered 
from very difTufive evidence, and by an acquaintance with what 
has been called ^^ Such reading as was never read/* 

As to the fubjedl which immediately follows, it requires the 
lefs excufe after the learned Jefuit, Father Daniel, has conde- 
Icended to give us the Hiftory of the Gentilhommej du Bee de Cor^ 
Hn (its prototype) in the French Eftablifhment. Some fimilar 
-account of the Yeomen of the Guard will be brought forward 
ipeedily, which Corps j being likewife of French extraftion, has 
a claim to its place, as the Pendant or Companion of the Ba nd 
OF Pensioners ; thefe two being, at prefent^ the only interior 
Body Guards of the Perfon of the Sovereign *. 

How far I may fucceed in colle£ting and arranging the matter 
which is comprehended in the following parts of this Work, is 
left to the candour of the public to determine ; and thefe few 
words mufl: operate as an Apology for all the Publications on the 
fubjed^, which I may hereafter take the liberty of obtruding upon 
the World. 

* The Sifjiants at Arms were the original Garde du Corps of our Kings, an ac« 
xount of whom will form a fubfequent Part of thefe Inveftigations. 
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GENTLEMEN PENSIONERS, 



From its Eftablifliment to the prelent Time*. 
To the Prefident of the $octety of Antiquaries^ London. 

Sir, 

THIS demi-military Corps is more pregnant with hiftory 
than one would imagine from its modern appearance, 
which differs exceedingly in complexion from what it was at 
its Inftitution. The face of it has changed, not only with the 
fafhions of the times; but, according to fbme writers, with 
the exigencies of the Court ; and though an infight into itsEfla* 

^ Read at the Society of Antiquaries, March 21, i*fi%* 

A blifhment 
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blifliment and Revolutions may be of no importance to national 
hiftory > yet. In a wdrk of fhis fort, it marjr be fduad to defer ve 
fome*^attentioni as having dnce been tbe^rndft Jplen'did Bruhcb of 
the Royal Escorts. 

I am juftified in calling it demi-^fnilitary^ becaufe it was origi* 
nal^ compofed of Cadets of n^ble Families ^ and of the hi^er 
Order of Gentry^ who were afterwards tranfplanted, for the mod 
part, into the army. 

The time of the Eftablilhment of TiS^ ^and g/" Gentlemen 
Pensioners (as we now ftyle it) has been generally mis-attri- 
bKe3,"'lome'a"ppr6pfjatnTgit'TDT^ ofKing Hcnry^ll*, 

and others to that of Queen Elizabeth + ; but the truth will be 
fbund in the Reign of Kliig Henty Vfll. and.'bot long after his 
Acceffion to the Throne J. His father had inftituted at his Co- 
ronation ^j 485)^ a bpfjjrof^^j^ jifel^fi, under the title ef Teamen 
of his Guard; but the young and fpirited King Henry VIII. was 
too high-minded to be contented. with anEfcorte of Teomen^ and 
therefore ereded this new and fumptuous Troop of Gentle- 
MEi^> W aijepd hisipfrfon apd'feryice.lj. 

One 

* Vide poft<a, in a Cafe'fthtcd by Ae Penjionert thimfihes tt the Revolution. 

f See Chaniberlayr;e*8 Prefent States —the Court Regiftcrs from time to timep 
—and Truflcr'« CaironolQgjr,* 

}* All the Cihroniders igrce, that it took place in the firft year of King Henry 
VIII. (1509), previous to his Coronation. 

II Lloyd, in his Worthies [Obfervations on the Life of Thomas Howard, 
Earl of Surry] fays* ^< the 3^^^^ was eilablilhed at the inftance of Sir Wiltiam 
CoT^pton.*' This Gentleman, who was a lineal anceRor of the Earls of Northamp* 
ton, is well known to have been high in the 'Rdyal favour, and after haYing 
firrved as Page of Honour ^iwA'Gfiotk of»tIxe Bed-^hamher fuceeffively to the King 
wh'^ Duke of^'Ybrk, 'was, pn the 'King's acceffion, immediatdy made a Geu* 
tieman tftbe ^Jichamier'^ Gr^om fiftbe Suh, and foon afterwards knighted. Be* 
iides thefe Offices in the firfl inflance, the King conferred upon him feveral Ma* 
nors, ar>d hon u.cd hiiTi with part of the Ro)'al Arms^ in augmentation- of his 
5 own 
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One would expeft the moft accurate account of this inftitu- 
tion from Hall (the chronicler), who liv^d neareft the time of 
its being founded; but he will prove to be incorred, and to 
have been implicitly followed by Lord Herbert, Holingihecl, 
Stowe, &c*, 

All thefe writers fix the date of the eftabliftiment^ A. D. 
1509, the flrft year of King^ Henry VIII. to which we may 
fafely accede* They Ukewiie tell us, that the corps was dif- 
banded very fbon^ on account of the expence i and that it was 
not revived till the 30th year of King Henry*s reign, 1539 f : 
though this laft clrcumftance is not only controvertible matter, 
but will be found to be abfblutely fallacious. As'Halfs account 
is ihort, and the other writers give it in totidem verbh, I fhall 
trouble you with It, and then proceed to give you other atithb-' 
rities. "This Band^^ fays he, " cbnfifted of fifty GeSttlb* 
" MEN^to be Spears, every of them to have zvtArcber^ ^Demi- 
. «* lance J and a Cou/lrillXj and every Spear to have three Great 
*^ Horfesy to be attendant on his perfon ; of the which Bdnd the 
•* B^arl of Effex vfzs Captain, and Sir John Peachy Lteuts« 
" NANT. This ordinance continued but a while, the charges 
** were ib great; for there were none of them, but they and 
«» their horfes were apparelled and trapped inChiffbfgo/djfilvtr, 
" and goldfAiiths-work §•" Thus it (hould feem that the corps 

« - 

own. [Dugdalc*8 Baronage.] From tbeace thero ap]^rs.;9 have been a ftff- 
iicient intimacy, if I may ufethe word in (uch a cafe, foe the King to embrace a , 
propofa) fo agreabie and flattering to hk ]avc oTfplendaur. 

« HaU dkd in the fame- year with King Henry VIH. 1^547. Vidi W^^'t 
^Atheice. ^ . . . „ 

f Lloyd fay8» it was difcharged foon after the inftitution *' by the infla* 
<< ence of that wary Sutefman^ Thomas Howard^ Earl of Surry.'* [Lloyd'i Wor- 
thies, ttt ffpra.] 

X Read Cou/Ttil. Vide poftca* ' ' * t 

§ Cloib of Gold^ fo much in ufe formerly, muft have Been a*' very e'lpenfive * 
article, when we confideir the value of money at the time ; for the Statute' of.Ap- 
parel^ made in the 24tb year of this feign, -fpeaki of its^beiilg fometilhes"bpwardt 
;of 5 /* per yard. - ' • ' 
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was fcarcety embodied and completed before it was diibanded^ 
and lay dormant for 30 years ; when, as they tell us, it was re* 
vived, C' 539)» ^" *^^ King^s marriage with the Priacefs Anne 
cf Cleves. On this occafion, fay they, the troop was rc-efta* 
bli(hed under the name of Pensioners or SpeArs, though^ 
much fallen from its original fplendor ; and to thefe <' was 
^^ afligned the fum of 50 /. yearly apiece for the maintenance of 
•* Themfelyes, and two Hories^ or one Horle and a Gelding of 
** fervtce V* So far thefe accounts goof the inflitution and re«^ 
vival of the body, in which the above writers have copied each, 
other, though Lord Herbert gives {or pretends to give) a rea-^ 
fbn. independent of the marriage^ which he treats as a mere 
pretexJCy and tells us it was owing, ta the King^s fears,, on ac- 
count of diicontents which prevailed both at home and abroad*. 

And now. Sir, I am become amenable to you fi3r the fupport. 
of the allegations which. I have brought forward againfl the 
evidence of chroniclers, hiftorians, and compiiecs,. who- have- 
tOHchedupon the fubje^t ;. andl have the fatisfadion to produce ^ 
tranfeript of the^ original STATUTES or ORDINANCES. 
fi^F the ere£iion and government of this Cocps, toother witlv» 
the OATH to be taken by each individual, figned by King, 
Henry YIII. which may be feen m the Cottoiiian Library^* 
with the following title ^ : 

CERTAIN ORDENJNCES and STATUTES, devlfed ant 
figntdhj thr K\vi^^sM^)c(iit for a. RctJnewe 0/ Spcrcs or Men of" 
Arms, /ft 6e cbofen of Gentlemen that be commen and extraShc 
of noble Blood PFltbe a forme of tbfh: OTHE. 

♦ HoIingfHed, p^ I574* Stovvt's Chron. p. 577;. 

f^Titus. A. XlII: N. 24^ Thii anide does not appear. in Smith's Catalogtiie' 
•£the CottQQian Lib^arj; but it is. to be /oun3 among the AfS^ jiddenda to* 
xSAtMufeum-Opyi}ixi^2l Catalogue. This Unique (for.fucb probably it now is>' 
«QQtains five fmall quarto leaves p£ parchment indented.. 
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Forafinocbe as the King cure Savraine Lorde^ of bis great t nohle^ 
mffe^HVifedMtj and prudence^ conjidretb that in this bis reame ofEf^^, 
land he manyyong Gentlemen of noble Blad, whichf. bave nonexcer* 
cife in tbeFeate ofArmes^ in handling and renying the Spere and other 
faits (fWerre on borjhaeke like as in other Reame s and Cuntreys be 
dayky praSitfed and sefed^ to the great e honor and laude of fBeitn 
that Joo dotbey his Hfghnes bath ordeyned and appointed ta have a 
Retynue daily ofcertaine Spcres calUd Mcn^ofArnies, to be cbofen of 
Gentlemen that be tomen and extraSle of noble Blod^ ia thentent that- 
they JBaff exercife the /aid Feate of Armetr and He the more mete and 
abte tojerve theire Princey ajwell in tyme of Werre as otherwife\ 
and to have good Wages tb feve upon accordingly.^ 

And to then tent dfoo^ that evry of them Jhalf Unowe howe to 
order and demeane themjelp^ bis HJghnes bath made^ ordeyned and 
eJiabUfhed cerialne Ordenances and' Statutes folloitfing^ 

Furfij^evry of the fatd Gen xle men Jball have bis Harney s com-- 
pkte and all other Hhbikm^nts' metb andneceffary for him;, mtB' 
twoo Double Horfesat the teejle for himfelf and his P^ge^ convenient 
and neceffarye for a Man of Armes ; alfo his CoaftVell ♦;, with a 

^' This^ word b unsfbrmly mif-written throughDut'cbtr6 ordirtancrt 1 for it: 
Oiould evidently be Couftil^ an abbreviate of tlic French word -Cpi{/?/7//>r, wtiah, 
according to Cotgrave, figniiies ** The fervant ofa Man of Arms." This is not 
an error of the pen j for Lord Herbert obfcrres, tKat tKe word Cujtrell had ob- 
tairred in our htftoriet, which, in truth, (fay»^htfi^Lordihip) fhoirid ht^OcuftltUcw^, 
and he renders it con^rmably with Gotgrave, by jtwba&m., which impliet a 
fervant, or rather an attendant, not of a^menkl foFt* Lloyd, in his Worthies^ 
above-cited, gives us the word CoufiUlUr^, But Pdre Daniel heft evplains thfs 
ttrm. The CedtiKer heconcfivfes to have bwn a ibfdier armed wkh a CeittHty a- 
fpectet of (word meii»ion«4 by ibme of th9 aoticnt Ifjreneh wriiersNuiider thie 
i^aaie qf CuUillus^ longer thantbe-fword ttl^nin coouaon ufe, {harp from the guacd 
(o the point, and very flender, haying three^ edges. iHift«.de Fxancc, tom. IV». 
p, 162. Edit. Atnft. i^^Q.y 

Jdvelym 
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Javt'lyn or Demye-launcey well armed and horfed m it^ a^pm^e^neth. 
jind tlfey fiaUvbcye in evtry tondiccnthe C^ptaioe that Jhail bc'^or'- 
d^ynedand deputed by the Kiag*s Highn^s or bu Deputie Lieote* 
juaute to bavM the rule ^^ cpnduite and g(yif nance of tbeim in aU 
ijjings tbfU ihti Jl^all be commanded to doo on tbe King*s behalf » 
, Itm, That they JhalLmake theire abode in Jitcbe places as tbc 
Xing's Grace Jhall appointe theim.^ or tbe /aid Captaiac cr tbe U^r 
puty Lleutenante in tbe Ki|i;ig's name^, whedder it he in places nigh 
his Perfo% or flfewbtre^ upon pain jor ^^cjy fufh defaults to lo^ 
fix days Wages. 

ItxtXyEvry^ of tbe /aid Spores and ConRreWys Jhall^ at €vry time^ 
C(fry with tbeim theireHorfes^Harneys^and otherHabiliments offferre^ 
/is tbei have;, and Jhall mufter with^ not lacking j at any time, pec4 
or parcel of theire /aid Habilyments ofJVerre norHorfes^ upon pay ne 
^ lo/ingjix dayes wages for eyxy fucbe^daye and tyme as be Jhall be 
jounden in defaulfe^ being qforfsommaunikd by tbe King, Captaii^, 
or Lieutenante. 

Itm, In Mewife^ that non of the faid Spcrts nor Coudtteils JbaU 
in nowije^ depizrie oute of the place where they be ajj^gned t^ make . 
fheircfaid abode^ withoute the fpedal licence of the King our So-- 
vraine Lorde,^ or of theire /aid Captaine* or Djeputie Li^utieaante : 
/tml tofuche as licence fiudl be granted utetfi by, tbe King^s Grace or 
the faid Qz^xAnt c>r Lidutcn^tc; md the dtye appointed tbeim for 
their returne not to fatile withute lawfull excufe of Jtckneje or 
' jotberwi/e duely provedr upm paine of tbe h/fe 0/ double theire War 
'gis for every daye^ as tbei fiiatl failk in comying after tbe faid daye 
to them lymited and affigned. 

Jtm, That evry of tbe for/aid Mm <}f Arnoes fhall furnyjbe and 

^ make redy twoog^ Archcxn meeil borfedanfl bamtffed^emd to bring 

tbeim to muj/lcr before tbeKwg^sOrzce or Jitcbe perfonts as his Grzce 

Jhall appointe within a monetb at the fattbejl after tbe daye that 
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tbeyjhail he etmmandedfoo to doo ty the King's Grace, or tbeire 
Captaific w Ltcuteiiante, and not to faille foo to doo^ uponpaine of 
hfing their RofneSy and their bodies to be pony/hed attt the King's 
pleafure. 

Itm, If any ofthefaid Archers after thci be admUted fortune 
to dye ^ the faid^^txt% Jhall not admilte any other in ibeire place ^ 
but Jfjail name oon mete perfon for that Rome 19/' Archer unto the 
King's tiighnes, and bring him to his prejcns to be admitted at bis 
pieafure^ ar els to tbefaidCi\pt^inc or Lieutenaute. 
, Itm, For the Wages and Enfteyfiing of the faid Spcres and 
Archers, Jbe King's H.ighne$ bath or^eyned and appointed that 
evry S^tjhall have and receive for Himfelfe, his Couftrcll, his 
Page and hh /Wd> Arcliers, thre (hillings and foure pens fr lings 
hy the day e, to he paid by hands, of the Treafourer of the King;^s 
Chaxfibre^ whiche is appaintej Ijy the King's Hi^hnes to paye them 
ibefame.. And furthermore the f aid SptxcsJkaH receive their e faid 
WMgesfor tbeim and for theire Archers at tbend ofevry Momth. 

Itm, ^be Yiivh^ % pleajure is J Trbat the faid Lieutenaiitey2>^// have 
for the Wmges snd Entertaining of Himlelf, bis Cuftrcll, Page, and, 
fix ArcheTE^ fix ihfiiioge by tlic daye^ to he payed in likenmnmr 
as the faid Spcres fhall ie. 

Itai, 5^^Kii»g*s Grace te?^// that the faid .Czptame or Lieu* 
tenante, with fucbe other pfones as his Grace 'Jball appointe 
jfmll evry quarter if t6e ytre as itjhal be the K\n^^ ple/ifure^ fee 
\he Mujiers of theJaidMeu of Antoc« and fheire Company^, if any 
of tbem lakke Sbrfe^ Harney s^ or if any of theire faid Horfes and 
Harneys be not fafficient as theyfhould he : iftbei bemty that 4hey 
he commanded by theforfaid Captaine or Lieutenante to provide Jor 
fuche asjbalbe good and ftfficient upon raifonable daye by the faid 
Captame or Lieutenante to be appointed.. And fuche as foo befounden 
hs defaulte, that the faid Captaine e^rLieuten.ante,^^^// reflraine his 

ll^agjtS: 
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- n'agcs in the bands of the fald TreaTourer of theChflmbre tiU he 
he fvfficiently. apparelUd offucbe t binges as be foo fball lakke, an4 
ibuj ihe fivd Captaiiie or Li6utenante to dgo upon payne of the 
y^\y^^^ difplea Jure ^ and lofing of bis Rime, 

Itm, ro tbenlent that tbefaid Spcres Jbail aiweys be in tbf more 
Arredynei * with tbeire Retynue andfucbe Horfe and Barneys and 
j^tber things asjbal bg neceffarye in tbat behalf the King's pleafwe 
is, that the faldBperes fbal be redy abbeys to tmfler befor the fdid 
Captaine or Ueutenaote af fncbe fyme or iymef 4s tbeyjhal be by 
them commaundedjho to doo^ 

Itm, // is tbi King*s Commaundement That the faid Speues and 
their£ Companye Jhall obferve and kepe good rule and go^ nance, and 
notbyng attempte againfte the Kind's Jubjeffs, contrarye to bis lawet, 
find tbat tbgi dufity find trueiy content and paye in redy money for 
vittatts and ail other neceffaries thai thei Jhall take for themfdfs 
tbeire Jaid Servants and Horfes upon payne to be pomfbed after the 
Vi\ng'sf>leafure^ And if any of theim Jhal befounde three times 
culpabis in any fuch defaults^ then be or thei to be deprived of bis 
Rome and bis body to be ponijbed at the K iog** pleafitre, 

Itm, // is the Km^spleafwe and commaundement that none of the 
faid^^res Jhall prefume to take his Lodging by his ovme auSUrite 
but be ordered tbeirin^ and take fucb Lodging as by the Kmg*» Her,> 
bergiers +, for that purpofe deputed, fball be appointed unto theim 
upon pmyfihement aforfmd. 

Itm, It is the Kjug's Pierre and Commatmdment tbat mn of the 
faid Spetcs /hall geveJS^ages unto ^ Archer, CouftreW or Page of 
fiuy other Spere, nor to reuigne him as hisjrvante, excepte he be put 
io him by bis &m Majer, being opn ^ the faid S^tes, 
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Th or HE. 

I jbal be true and faithful! SubjeSie and Servant e unto oure So^ 
verine Lord King HENRV the VIIIM, and to bis Heirs, Kings 
of England, and diligently andtruely give myn Attendance in the Rome 
of oon of bis Spercs, and I Jbal be reteyned to no man^ pfone^ ne 
p fines of what degre or condicon foever be be by Othe^ Lyvree^ ^^gg^ 
[^Badge], Promife or otberwife^ but oonly to bis Grace, without his 
efpecial Licence ♦. And I Jball not hereafter knowe or here of any 

thing 

* Sir William Bulcoer was in the reign of Hen. VIII. rebuked for fuffering 
hioifelf to U| retained by the Dnke of Buckingham, while he was in the King's 
fervice« [Hall's Chconicle^ Hen. VIII. fol. 59.] A Rttainer according to Strype 
[Memorials, Vol. III. p. 479O ^ was a fervant not menial, (that is, continuaUy 
** dwelling in the houfe of his Lord or Mafler) but onfy wearing his Livery^ and 
^' attending fometimes on fpecial occafions upon his* perfon. The Livery was 
<< wont to coniift of hats or hoods, badges, or other ftiits of one garment by the 
^* year. None could have Retainers but by licence from the Crown. Qjieen 
<< Mary was very liberal in granting licences \ but Queen Elisabeth was as 
^* fparing. Their tendency was ofjpen bad in keeping up animoiities ^between 
<< great men, and fomenting rebellion, fo that Statutes have* been occafionally 
<< made to regulate them .^.^ Feuds of this kind were ftill more common in 
France formerly, and even fo lately as the reign of Henry III. (anno 1579)9 we 
find the fame Policy was adopted, on account of the fafiious temper of the no- 
bility, when the Order of the Holy-Ghoft was founded ^ for the Knights were 
fworn, ** de ne prendre Gages, Penfions, ou Eftat d*autre Prince quelconque.'* 
[Pere Daniel, Hift. de France, torn. VI. p. 65.]. 

Lord Verulam relates a ftory of the Earl of Oxford, who once entertained 
King Henry VII. ^^ At the King's going away, the Earl's fervants flood in their 
<< Llvtry coats, with Cognizances, ranged on both iides, and made the King *a 
<< lane. The King called the Earl to him and fatd— *< Thefe handfora gentlemeft 
<< and yeomen, which I fee on both iides of me, are fure your menial fervants !" 
<< The Earl finiled and faid» they are moft of them my Retainers, they are come 
<* to do me fervice at fuch a time as this, and chiefly to fee your Grace. The 

• Aaao S Edw. IV. Chap, s. TIm Statvttfayt, '< None fliall pwe Lherm but to their mkhiaC ftnraalC* 

B « King 
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thing that Jbal be hurtefull or prejudkiall to bis mofi royal pjbm^ 
fpecially in treafon^butJJhalwitbfiandit U> th^ uttermojl of my power ^ 
and the fame ivith all diligence^ ta me poj^ble^. difclofe to the King's 
Highnes or to^the Captaine of the faid Speres or his Deputieljit\x* 
tenante or fuehe others of his Counfaile as IJhall know woll difco-^ 
ver the fame unto bis Grace. I fhall not leye to pledge ne putte 
awaye fuche Horfe.^ Hdrntys as Inowe have muftered with before 
the King to any pfone or pf ones,, ne put oute offervice any Archer, 
Guftrellj.^r Page, that I have nowewitb'mtj ofrleslhave before^ 
fhowed caufe refonable foo to doo to the King or the faid Captaine 
or bis Deputie Lieu tenante in bis.abfence ;. nor IJhall knowe of any 
of my Company in likewjfi to leye to pledge or put away any Horfe^ . 
Harneysp or Arcbtvs,. but that IJhall Jhowe the fame to- tbe^^Kin^s*. 
Grace, bis Jaid C^ptdlnt or Deputie Lieutenante, in as brief tyme 
as I conveniently maye. I Jhall alfo truely and faithfully to my^ 
power obferve and kepe from this, daye formards^ alb and evry. ar* 
tide comprized in^ a, Boke affined with the K\v\^i Handy and all 
manner ^Statutee and Ordinances in the fame and inrevry oftheim 
conteined.' On, this LJh^U be obeyfaunte unto my^. Captaine or 
Z)^/«//V. Lieutenante, and the iCommaundements I Jhall obferve and* 

r 
**^ King ftar ted a^litde, and faid; By .my faith,.iDy.L,'ord,' I.thaak you for my. 
"good cheer, but I may not endure ta havcv my kws. broken in. my fight.. 
^^ My Attorney rooft fpeak with you/' And, continues Lord Verulam. it is, 
part of the report,, that- the Eark cooipounded for no lefs ihan 15,000 marks.. 
[Hift.ofHen. VII. p. 120.] 

It may fccm-neceflary to explain the -term Livery y as it appears a: very equi«. 
V9calt word in .authorities^ which I (hall frequently have occafion to cite. The 
root of the. Term is .the French Liveries and applies to all things delwr^d from -. 
the offices . of the Royal HouftloW refpcaiveiy, via.^ RobMt and Garments^ ^ 
as well as Dieti fVbody ChndUsy &c. [Vid. the Northumberland Houlhoid Book.] \ 
The word is now worn out in it» original fenfe^ and is confined merely to a party* 
coJour*diuU ofCloaths^givea to Men-fccvaotft.-. 
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^H^pe at all iymeSj foo the fame be or concerne the fervlce of ^ the , 
King's Grace. Andallfucbe caufes fecrete asfhall bejhewed unto 
me by the King's Graces the faid Captaine or Deputie Lieu te- 
nanted I fball keep counfaiU without difcov^ring of the fame to any 
pfone or pfones till I be commaunded. I pall deligently geve my at^ 
tendaunce with my Retynue upon tie King's Grace in fucbe wife 
as IJhall be commaundedand appointed by the faid Captaine or his 
faid Deputie Lieutenante and not abfente or depart e from the Qotirte 
without Licence of the King or of the faid Captaine or bis Depu* 
tk Lieutenante, in his abfence^ by the fpace offoure dayes. And 
alfo all fuche Horfe^ Harney s^ and other Habiliments of Werre as 
I nowe have mujlered with before the King's Grace^ the faid 
Captaine or Deputie Lieutenante^ be my own proper gmds and non 
other matCs: nor a^ I foall not mujier at any tyme before the 
King's Grace the faid Captaine or Deputie Lieutenante, with 

any Archer, Couftrell or Page, but oonly with fuche as I have 
reteyned with me to Jirve the King's Highnes for the fame 

intent. And thus Iffjall well and truly obferve andkepe^ andferve 

J he King. //J the faid Rome ofoon of bis Speres. So belpe me Ga» 

^nd theis holy Evan^elies, 



The precife date of thefe Ordinances is not fpecificd, though 
we have eftabliihed it by other authoritiest neither is the iu« 
ttended number of the Spears aicertained ; but it is probable that 
ihe time of completion was not then arriv^ed, and that the Corps 
was merely in a (late of formation. As to the number, it feems 
to have waited for theKiKo's pleafure to be further made known, 
as the foregoing Statutes only {^^y certain Spears, neither are the 
CIaptau^ and Lieutenant mentioned by name, though the 
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printed accounM fay that the Earloi Effex was Captaii}, and 
Sir John Peachy Lieutenant *. 

In the preamble^ Sir, we fee the ground^work, the model, 
and the intention of the Inilitution, It was well nnderftood at 
' that time what a Man of Arms, was, and it explains to us what 
was then likewife eitpr^iibd metonymically by a Spear, thereby, 
comprehending ill other aippendages, the weapon implying the* 
perfbn, as in mfodern military language a Drum frequently 
expreffes the Drttwwf^r, and zTrumptt iht Trumf>eter^ &€+• Thefe 



* Holing(hed indeed has inverted them; but there can be no doubt that the 
Earl was the fuperior officer. TTiis Earl of EJ/ix was Henry Bourchierj who was 
nearly related to the King, his mother being Anne Woodvilley filler to Elizabeth 
Woodville, (the Queen of King Edward the IVthJ the King's Grandmother ; fo 
tiiat he was maternally firft coufin to the Qiieen of King Henry VIL and but one 
degree more remote from King Henry VIII. The EarPs grand-father had mar- 
ried Ifabel, fifter to Richard Duke of York, and the alliance with Royalty 
comfsenced before his father^s marriage, and the pedigree (lands thus : 

Richard Plantagenet, 
Earl of Cambridge, 
Second Son of | Edmund of Langley 



Rich. D. of 
. York. 



Rich. Woodville 
E. Rivers 



Ifabel I 

of YorknHen. Bourchier, E. 

of EiTex. 



r 



K. Edw. IV. = Elk. Wood vilk 

Eliz. of 
York. =K. Hen. VII. 



I 



AnneziWm. Vifcount Bour-^ J' Jf 
chier. Ob. vita ^ 
Patris. 
Hen. Bourchier, E* 
of Eirex,Tfef>:/?Ctf^ 
iain of the Bandofijcn" 
K* Henry Vllf. tlemen Penjioners. 

f So P. Daniel .--Tons lea Gendarmes etant armez de pied en cap, et ayant 
pour une de leur armes ofieniives la lance qui leur fat long-temps propre, cVft 
ponr cela que dans le ftyle des Hifloriens de ce temps-la, Gendarme^ Homme 

d^Armesy Lance^ Lan^r^ etoit la meme cbofe. [Hifi. de France, fub anno 1532.] 

The 
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Gentlemen were to appear in armour, for by the word Harnefs^ 
at that time was meant a compleat Suit of Armour*. The 
attendants of each Spear are defcribed to be a Page^ a Couftillp 
and Two jircbers^ though the Chrouiclers give him but one 
Archer J a Demi^Lance and a Ccujiill: but a Coujiill and a DerAi-^ 
Lance appear to have been the fame. from the foregoing Ordi* 
nances, where it was faid the Couftill was to carry a Javelin or 
Demi-Lance. By Double-bor/es^ I prefume, are meant Great 
or managed Horfesj which probably were Cbevaux entiers and 
net Geldings f . To thefe Attendants were to be added Two 

good 

The Ftench likewife apply the term Guidon^ Cornette aad Enfign^ both to the 
Standards fo called, and to the bearers of them, as we do» though in the laft cafe 
they fpcBk with a difTerential article, which our language wiH not admit. Thtrs 
Pere Daniel — <* Cette efpece d*£tendart a donne fon nooi a cclui qui la 
^^ porte : car on dit la Cemette pour iignifier PEntendart, tvle Cornette ponr^iigni- 
•* fier Pofiicier qui la porte.'V[Hiftoiie de la Milice Fran^oife. Torn. II. p 63.] 

* This appears from Wills, &c. Sir Robert Wingficid, by his Will, proved, 
Nov. 12, 1539, gives ** his Target of Steel, and his light //tfrwf/}, and twelve 

footmens Harnefs to his nephew John Wingfield :'' And further bequeaths his 
late brother's '< compleat Harnefs^ to his nephew, Richard Wingfield* [Vid, An- 
ftis's Regiller of the Garter, p. 230 ] Thomas Beaufort, Duke of Exeter, (hy 
his Will, proved 1426) bequeathed to Ignatiur Clifton, *' Ununi Harnefium 
Armorum.** [See the Royal Wills, pjbliflied by J.Y^ichols, 1780, p. i6a.] 

t The Great or Double Horfes then in ufc^ we may fuppoic, were fuchas have 
been (ince feen in our heavy cavalry, on which, in cafes of nccefficy, tM horfe- 
men could take up behind him another who was difmounted, or a perfon on foot 
who was wounded, or, in certain fituat ons, a captive. 7 lius, in the laft in- 
ftance, we find that when Sir Thomas Wyatt furrendered himfelf, in the reign 
of Queeen Mary, he was brought by Sir Maurice Herkcley from TtmpleBar to 
Whitehall, on the fame horfe behind him \ as was Sir Thomas Cobhafi), behind 
another gentleman. [Strype's Memorials, Vol. III. p. 90. Vid. alfo» Godwin's 
Annals of Queen Mary.] Froiffart mentions thefe hoffes, which Lord Berners 
traoilaies doubU borfes^ [Chap. I49]t The French term is Ro.'J/jms, which fee in 

3 " '^' ■ Cot- 
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good Archerr^ on horfeback, and ia Armour. For the fuppoit 
of this their Retinue each Spear was to have a daily Pay of 
three Shillings and four Pence^ a niuch more conliderable Sum 
«t that time than the 50/. which the printed accounts have al- 
lowed ; for the rcfult of three (hillings and four pence per diem, 

15 60/. 1 6 J. %d. per annum • 

Tlie regulation aixi difcipHne of this Troop appears every 
where in the Statutes to have been an objeft of great attention, 
as the mul£ts for abfence and irregularity are very large ; and 
the Oath, which is fpecific and prolix, feems intended to 
have been taken publicly in the field, after a muflier, in the 
prefence of the King, or commanding OflScer, and the whole 
Band*. 1 would take this, opportunity of obferving, Sir, that 
the two perfons in armour, visith Spears in iheir hands, mounted 
on horfes differently caparisoned, and who immediately follow 
the Duke of Suffolk and Sir Anthony Browne, in tlie print of 
the Siege of Portfmouth, [1545] lately engraved by your So* 
ciety, feem to be a Spear and his Coufiill% and there appears 
to be feveral others of each fort^ as likewife Ar-ehers^ fcattered 
up and down in the general groupe ofiigures in that print. 

Thus much. Sir, for the inftitution of the Spjears ; and if 
we »re to credit the printed. accounts wje (hall hear no more of 
Jthem for thirty years^ viz, till the year 1539. They tell us 
that the e^cpence was too great for them to cxift long, and that the 
Corps was «b very foon dijbanded^h^x it was formed, (tliough they 



Cotgravc. Horfes for draught were; at fhat time, diflinguHhed by the term 
itrotttng horfes, [ North umberi and Houfhold^book, p, 127.] 

• The words, wc may recoiled, ruii — That theHor'*e, Harnefs, and other Habv 
ilments of war — •* as I now have muftered with hcfort the King*s Grace^ the 
>^ faj|l Captaine or Dcpulic Llcutcnanie^ &<;•*• 
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give in the charge at lefs than itreally was) and that the revival 
was made in a very fpariiig manner, unworthy of its firft eita- 
blifhraent ; for that though the Spears were allowed for their 
yearly falaries 50/. each, yet they were only bound to fupply 
two horfes, or,. optionally, ^ One Horfe, and a Gelding of Ser- 



vice 



♦ »» 



There is, indeed,, realbn to believe that their Pay was lef^ 
fened^ and that their Retinue was diminiflied at the above pe- 
riod ; but itvhad taken place long before the year 1539.: for if. 
we look into^the Houlhold Statutes, made at Eltham, 1526,. 
we (hall there find the Corps complete,, and fully oj§ceredj and^ 
(for the firft time that we have good authority to call it fo) 
under the prefent Title of The Band of Gentlemen Pen- 
sioners.. In order to raife tlie ftipends of the additional officers, 
the pay of each Penfioner feems to have fufFered a confiderable 
defalcation^ (being reduced to 50/.) and it is prefumable that 
oil account of fuch abatement, fome part of their Retinue 
was difpen^fcd with.. About this period (or foon after) the 
Battle^Axe was probably introduced, as they began now to ope- 
rate on foot in •the -Courts as well as on horjcback in thcFse/J; in 
which former cafe they might carry the Po/e or Battle-^ 
Axe^ though they ufed i\it\x Spears on horfcback. If the C^rps ^ 
was a6lually new modelled, the King, who had formed it,.(fls-^ 
the original Statutes fay) on a Plan adduced from ioreign coun- 
tries, might adopt the JStf///^--/f;<;^ from the. French, as it ap- 
proximates very much to the Bea de Corbin^ borne by fome of ^ 
the moft ancient Houlhold Troops in France^. 

Having mentioned the Bees de Corbin in the French efkbllfli- 
mcnt, I muft beg leave^ , Sir^ to infift for a few moments 011^ 
the. fubjcd, from whence it ^ill appear that both Corps, illi 



♦ Vide Holingflicd, foJ. X574C. 
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their eftablin)ment and governance, have mutually borrowed 
fiom each other. In the account given us by Pere Daniel *, a 
very exa<5l parallel is found between our Gentlemen Pen- 
sioners in early times, and the Gentils-hommes du Bee de Cor- 
bin in France, who were formerly regarded, during feveral 
Reigns, as tht principal ^i\A mod honourable Gu^vd of the King, 
being ftyled " La Grande Garde du Corps *." Let us examine the 
features of them refpedlively, which willconfirmthe refemblance. 
The French Corps was originally compofed of one Hundred Gen^ 
tlemen of rank and confequedce, under the command of a Captain^ 
a Lieutenant^ and an En/ign^ and were exprc&Iy inftituted \xy 
Louis XI. (1474), as a Garde du Corps. ^zchx)il\ic{t Gentlemen 
was armed with a Lance^ and attended by a Man of Arms and Two 
Archers^ and as they were for the moft part formed from the 
Gentlemen of the King's Houlhold or Penjioners^ ** Gentils- 
hommes dc fon Hotel ou Penjionaires^^ the Troupe was cal- 
led The Company of the Hundred Gentlemen of the King^s Houf^ 
hold^ appointed for the Guard of his Perfon—\^* La Compagnie dc 
^< Cent Gentils-hommes de la Maiibn du Roy ordonn6s pour la 
^* Garde de fon Corps +•"] This, I cannot doubt. Sir, was 
the foreign eAablifhment, to which our K. Hen. Vlll. al- 
ludes in the Proeme to the Statutes for the formation of his 
Band of Penf oners now before us, and the following traits will 
llrengthen the furmife. 

We have feen our own Band fiirniflied from the prime of 
our Gentry, or from the younger branches of our antient No- 
bility ; — and P. Daniel tells us, on authority, that there was 

^ Hifk>ire de la Milice Fran^oife. Tom. IL p, 99. et feq. f Idem. p« lOO. 

t A fecond Company of 100 was added to them by Ch. VIII. 1497, which 
was fiyled Extraordinary, though they both went coIleSively under the origi* 
nal denomination of The Hundred Gentlemen, Thcfe iaft were entirely abolilhed 
by Louis XIV. 1688. 

not 
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not a family of antiquity in France which had not, at different 
times, one of it enrolled in the Band of Thi hundred QentU^ 
men *• 

Each of thefe Gentlemen^ like our own, hadj as has been 
feen. Two Archers^ whom he furnifhed with Horfes and Armsj 
at his own expence +. 

In point of degradation, the French Band kept pace with our 
owu^ wherein we Ihall find hereafter Orders to prevent the ad- 
miflion of perfons improperly qualified with jrefpefl: to rank, 
and without the entire approbation of the Sovereign : for P. 
Daniel tells us^ that by an Ordinance of Hen. III. (A. D. 1585.) 
the Captain was enjoined not to admit any into the Corps who 
were wot ^ competent gentility by birtli, and that each Gentle* 
snauy previous to his adrnkHon, fhould be prefented to the King 
for his fan£tion« {Vid. the Orders refpe£ting our Band, 
pofteaj.] 

As the French Band was denominated Gentils-hommes du Bee 
Je Coriin, from the Arms they .made ufe of; {o ours^ we (hall 
find, were frequently called Gentlemen of the Axe\\. 

^Ofe cites tiie uutboTdf a booH: rntitdled, ** Les Origmes/des deuxCompng' 
<' nies,'* whofe words are— <^ Je puis dire qu'il n'7 a guerres d*anci«nne Maiiba 
** dc Gentils-hpmmes qui netrouve quelq^undesiiens enroll en Tune de ces deux 
^< Compagnies/' [P* Daniel, ubi fupra, p« loi.] 

t '^ Chacun dc ces Gentih-bommes avdit deux Archers q'il entretenoit, montoitf 
ct armoit a fes depens fur fa ibide. [P. Dan. ut fupra, p. lou] 

;|: ^* Defend (fa Majefte) aux Capitaines d^enroler en leurs Compagntes que 
*^ Gentils-hommes de la qualitc requife, lefquels a cette fin ils lui prefenteront 
** auparavant que dc les reccvoir." [P. Dan. ut fupra, p. 105.] 

II The French were fomctimes ftyled Bees de Paueon^^zxA from their Pay, 
which was Twenty Crowns [Vingt Ecus] per month* (I prefaine a large and 
fingular allowance) they have been likewife called, *^ Les Gentils hooimes des 
<* Vingi EcusT [P. DanieK ut fupra, p. 1 03.] 

The 
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* The rank of the Captain (or the Commander for the moment 
m the French C«urt) appears from the Orders cited by P, 'Da- 
niel, wherein it is faid, that wherever the Hundred Gentlemen 
attended the King with their Arms, the Captain (or the chief 
in command) (htJuld walk neareft to the King, on his right 
hand*. 

On the other hand. Sir, we may now otferve a point. in which 
our praftice feems to have given the impreffion to the French 
Court. ' The Band of our Gentlemen PfiNStoNfiRs, as we 
(hall foon fee, was allowed the liberty of quarterly^waitingj by 
detachments, in the reign of its founder, King Henry VIII. 
which circumftance was afterwards hitroduced into the French 
eftablifliment under Hen. III. (A, D. i585.)wheil The Hundred 
Gentlemen were admitted to the fame indulgence : ' for the French 
Ordinances direct that thofe who were in waiting {en quartler) 
ihould be on duty at a given hour f , 

The Penalties likewife for non-attendance were lofs of wages, 
and difmiflion for aggravated offences, which appear to have 
been the punifliments prefcribed by our Orders from time to time. 
[See the reigns of Q. Eliz. and K. K. Ch. I. & IL podea ];.] 

* P. Dan. ut fupra. Vid. poftea, ia the Reign of King Charles II. for the 
parallel. , 

f <* Veut auffi fa Majcflc, que let Gentils-liomoies etant en quarti^r^ fe trou'* 
<* vent en (on Ancichambre des les fix heures du matin, pour Taccoinpagner avec 
<< leurs Hachet, corame ils ont accoutiimei jufq* a fon Diner^ et Tapres-dinee^ 
•• jufq' i fon Souper.*' [P. Dan. ut fupra^ p. 105.] 

\ ^^ Le premier jour de chacun Quartier le Capitiune ou le Lieutenant entrant 
<< en charge (c'eft a dire en quartier) prefentera a famajefie Ics cinquante Gen- 
*< tils-hommes de fervice, et les iui nommera: les defaillans perdront !eurs 
" gages." [P. 105.] and further, " Enjoint fa Majefte aufdits Gentils-hommes 
*< d'obferver de point en point tout le contenu cy-deQus fous peine dc Caifation.'' 
[Id. p. io6.] 

Again^ 
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Again, Sir, TAe Hundred Gentlemen had a Table in the King's 
Hoafe— *^ Us avoient Ics Privileges des Commenfeaux.^^ [P. Da- 
niel, p. 107.] as had our Gentlemen Pensioners formerly, 
which will be difcernible when we come to the Reigns of Q. 
Eliz. and K. James I. 

The French Corps in their attendance on the Sovereign, ap- 
peared fometimes on Horfe-back^ and at othor times on foot ^ ac- 
cording to the oecafion, and fuch, we. (hall fbon have oppor* 
tunity to obferve was the cafe of our Gfntlemen Pension- 
ers. In thefe iituations both were armed refpedively with 
LanceSy on Horfeback, and on Foot, with Axes :— Thus Pere- 
Daniel, '^ lis avoient outre \2i Lance^ \2l Hacbe d" Armes^ dont 
^^ ils fe fervoient lorfqu* ils etoient de Guet ou de Garde aupres 
" de la Perfonne du Roy.'* [Ibidem, p. 107.] To go ftill far- 
ther, the pofitionand precife diftance from. the Royal Perfbn, 
to be obferved by the Commander of The Hundred Gentlemen 
ill either cafe, is prefcribed by the Ordinances of Hen. III. with 
moil minute exaditnde *. 

This, P. Daniel informs us. Sir, was the ftate and difeipline 
cfTbe Hundred Gentlemen in the year 1585 under Hen. III. of 
France, to which \ye may add that our own body of Gentle- 
men Pensioners^ under Q^ Elizabeth (the contemporary So- 
vereign of England) was by no means inferior in dignity, or 

in any thing but number, as we (hall perceive, when we ar- 
rive at that period. 

The fcrvicc pf the French Corps, at the time when P. Daniel 
wrote (1708) was reduced to mere occafional parade, on great 
and folemn occa6ous, when they walked before the King with 

• " Si fa Majcftc eft a pied, ccux dcs dits R^ngs, qui fcront a cot6 d'ellc, nc 
<< pafTerontlpoint en atriere le pommeau de fon Epee i et ii elle eft a cheval, ne fe 
*< tiendront point plus en arriere que la pointc de fon pied." [Id. p, io6.] 

C 2 their 
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their Infignia of Office [the Bscs dc Carim] as tbey did^ he 
telU US) whea Louis XIV. came of ^e^ 1*651-^31 .hb mar- 
riage, 1660— and at a ceremonial of the Knq;hts of the Order 
of the Holy Ghoft, in the following year ♦, 

But Co return. Sir, to our own Pensioners. Kii^ Henry 
had his grand interview with Francis I. of France, between 
Guines and Ardres, 15.^0, and out of compliment (but I fpeak 
without authority) might zS^& a fimilar appearance in hi6 
Body-guard 5t the interview with what he kxiew was uied 
by King Francis : — but be that a« it nuy, ievtral of thefe 
OektlbMeU with ihetr Battle-Axes^ are difcernible in the pic- 
tare of the Champ 4k Drop d^or^ which leads one to imagine that 
the BattU^Axe had obtained about that period. 

Cardinal Wol(ey, who was never tardy in apeing Royalty 
where he could, had a fimilart tlvougb humbler efcorte of Pole^ 
Axesy when he was Lord High Chancellor : for befides his Two 
Crofs-BearerSf as Arcb^BiJbap^ and hisr Two Pillar-Bearers^ as 
CarJ&naU mounted oft great Horfes, who preceded him, he had 
likewife, when he went to Weftminfier-Hall^ on his mule, as 



* It is a little lingular that they are not bere mftiitioned on the Coro&atkm of 
LouiiXIV. (1654) where I find from another aceoant they made a part of the 
cavakade on the King's retam from the cathedral of Brhetnis to the Palace of the 
Arch-biihop, being ftyled, << Les cent Gentils-hoounes de la Maiibn da Roy 
^' avec leurs Bees de Corbin.'' [See le Saae de Lous ISXV. printed at Paris, 
172O9 i2roo. p. 332.] Monfieur Menia, in his general defcriptioa of the Co- 
ronation of the Kings and Qytens ef Prance, [La«. ly.fSi 8vo« p. ^59} like* 
wife gives them a Specific place at all Coronatiogt; "en d yet they an not men** 
tioned in the printed account of the Coronation of the prefcnt King Louis XVJ. 
4177s) pttbliflued at the moment. 



Lord 
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Lord Chancellor, four Gentlemen on foot about bis perfbn, 
bearing each a 1?ok-Axe in his hand *. 

But to prdtibed. It is ¥617 clear, if this Bodf of Sfea&s ever 
, wa» difbanded^ that the period of the revival mud have bcei\ 
egitgioudy nnftaken ; for m tbeydar 1526, the Corps fiands 
thus in the ^atutes of Elthara. ' 
^A Captain, with the Salary of •? • 200 Marks 
A LiBvTBNANT, - • - lod Pounds 

A Stakdahd Bearer fy ^ « - « : iqo Marias 
F^ Gemtubmem Penstokbrs, each 46A \y. 44/. | 
A Cleric of die Creque «* . * ^ . 4^ Pounds § 
A Harbisqrr, - • • 18 Pounds. 

Thb taken in the grtffs is an enlargement rather than a re*- 
du£tion; for the Captain^ in the original EftabliOimeat, does 
not appear to have bad apy falary [|, The Standard-Bearer^ the 
Oerl of the Cheque^ and the Hariinget, were additional o^ers. 



* CtvfoAih^ Life" of WoUey, p. a9«> Sir ThopHit More, in a Sjmch lo the 
Htfuje of Comxnont was not a little fevere upon the Cardinal^ on account of his 
f^U-Jxis. [Mbre's Life of Sir Thomas More, p* 5I*J He had atfo Teomen of 
his G^fard. Cateitdifli, p. aa. 

t Tile eorrti^iKMidiDg Ofioer of the Yeonen of tlit Guard is ftylcd En^n^ 
wbith arifea ftom tl^ Frtnch diftinAion, where the. term Cornet or Siandufd^ 
Jirtfrn* has alwejsbeen peculiar to the Horfi^ and that of Enjign to the Faot, as 
W€ now life them. [T. V. Daniel, Hift. de fa Mittc^ Fran^oife, Toitr. IL p« 64.} 

I Apparently a finguliur fum*^but it will analyse into fe^tniy Jkruth, aa uAial 
MotftoldODitiyiiUttittl, iriMil wages did not rtm fur diftn. 
. ( T^ was tlMi ah oAse of Auch biaiineis and attendance, and tbcrcfbre me<- 
sited a large faJary; for fuch 40/* was at that time. 

tl The Captain at the Inftitution had probably the allowance of a G?u^» only; 
in like manner as the Cafkiin of the Temm had till the Relioration. 
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• • • • • _ 

and as to what r?gjird§ the Penjioners ihemfelyes, this account 
''is fo free from error that they are. mentioned'^ name^:' 

:- :We have now, 'Sir; got ,a jS6(^^ir^*^^r^r/ apd you will aik 
*Avhat was' the device: up6n the. iSV^W^r^'.^^Iimuil refer you to 
^Dn Chamberlayae's Angliae.Notitia of;the'year 1672, who 
tells us it was Si. George* s Crofs^ and that it waslikowife four 
Bekdsh but: in this laft- bearing he does not give the colour of 
the 'Field, or of the Charge. The- forn\er of tHcfe is obvi- 
ous ; but the latter is not- fo fblvable, unlefs it can bepre- 
fumed (if the- authority is allowed) that the Baud ^ had Tw? 
Standards ; the one to be ufed when they ^uAered before the 
King, and the other on their private or periodical mullers^ and 
which might Very well carry the Arm$> Crcft, or Device of 
one of their Captains. ' 

fc • • • * 

« m W . I 

. If ^cannot be fuppofed that at this period there (hould be a 
Standard'Bearer without a Standard^ though the office is fo cir- 
cumdanced at prefent ; nay, there is good reafon to think there 
a^ually were two Standards in the reign of K. Edward Vl.' for 
in a MS. account of the payment of fundry officers of hoUf- 
hold, in the fixth year of that King, I find a payment *'. to 
<^ John Pyers, Clerk of the Cheque to the Guard, for the hire 
<* of a houfe to lay the Great Standards^ with the rich Chats 
" znd Ha/ierds' — i/. 14J. %d.^ This feems, primS facie, to 1*6- 
. late both to the Penjioners and the Yeomen ; but it will appear 
■■■■■■■IPIIIBI that the Teomen haid no Officer of 
the denomination of Enjignj till after the Reftoratiofi. The 
rich Coats and Halberds I place to their account ; but the Stan^ 

I r 

•■■•;■-- . ^ • 

* Vid. poftca, where, at die clofe of this Reign, the Names are given* 

dards 
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darJs muft (for the feafon given)' be confined to the Pensioners, 
and comprehend the Two belonging to the Band*; . 

Leaving. thefe Gentlemen in the year, 15Z6, in the ft'ate wc 
have feen, they are found avowedly by all the 'chroniclers not 
incohipicuous on the ceremonialofthereceptronof the Princefs 
Anne of Cleves- (1539)*: for though it^s Well-known, that 
the match was not only political, but^. after a previous inter- 
view at RbcHefter, difgufting'tb the Khig ; yet he dctCrtftined 
to pay the Princefs alLpoffibte rcfpe^, and her Highnefs was 
receivcd-'with great ftate- by the King and his foitc on Black '^ 
heath, at the 'foot bf Shooter's HilL She ws accordingly ac- 
-conimodat6d in a- rlchpaviilibn, till the King and his train 
^arrived, vrhtnht was accompanied* by, the Corporation of Lon^ 
Joft,' Kiiigdfsi arid jE/§ftf?;vx, and tfte pi'bteffion was clofcd by 
the Fifty Gentlemen 'PENsioNE'RSi -Of -thid Body each had 
'^ivo Horfisj one for himfelf ahd-the other for an attendant, 
and Wcordkigly my author (HoUnjgflled) goes on, and tell* us, 
that, ♦''behind the OenVlemeh ftood xhc ferving^men^^ [th6 
Couftills] ** in good order, well horfed and • apparelled ; that 

* As to the KtngV Great Standard^ there was at this time and long afterwards, 
an ofkc\2\ Standard-bearer^ {\xcYi were in the reign of'KingHeri. VIIL' the two Sir 
Anthon^rBrownes (fath^rand fon) — and the Kino's Great Standard 9io\x\6hzxA\y be 
confignedAo ihe care; of the Cierk oS tHeiOt^ff/^ ofche Tromen of the Guard, From 
whencf Dr. Qbtmberlayae took bis inforti>aciof^^I cannot perceive; but on a 
r«earer examination it might originate from a paflable error, aridng from igno- 
jrance or inattcention, and in (uch cafe the fubordinate Standard hs^s the appear- 
ance of carrying the Arm6rial Searing of one, of the Captains of the Bandi whom 
I take to have been the fecond Sir Anthony Browne^ tnd who will appear to have 
fucceeded the t^arl of Effix in the command* Tl^ Arms of S^ Anthony were 
(as now borne by his dcfcendant VifcountMoniticute) ** Sable, three Lions paiTaot 
** in Bend, betweea two double Cotifes, Argent.*' ' On which* I would remark* 
that, the Lions being overlooked by an unfkUful obferver, the two double Cotif^s 
in the Blazon have tranfiently the appearaace of four Bends. , 

.*' whofoever 
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^< whofoever had well viewed them might have faid^ that they, 
<< for tall atid comely peribnages, and clean of limb and body, 
<^ were able to give the greatefl Prince in Chriftendom a mor- 
«« tal breakfaft, if he had been theXiNo's enemy." 

The KiK9 advancing ^i Jwrfeback^ with his attend^ts^ 
ftopped when he airivped a( th« eud af the rank of the JPju^ 
si^k|:rs, aad the wtervi^w to^ pbce, ^i^riisg which the 
"^^ i^^ P£H5(oN«R^^ with thfi Guardf djepaxted to iiaraKh the 
<« Hall at Qmeowidw*' Here accor^ii^ly we find them ^aia 
w'hen the Kitag and his 4ntmdcd Quoea arxived thcr^i £0X9 
belew the hearth ia the Hali were placed the £ Yeom^a of the| 
Guards and ^ibiwi the hearth ^^ Thei^r^ PEKsioKjnts witlji 
'• thdlir Battle" jdxn*^^ From, this account we iaoay dbl^ve, 
that tive Corfs was at that timefatroop, iimiiarto wint we now^ 
in the miUcary ILne^, icall Jirag^Mi^ ^ving on borjdfick^ whea 
th# KiN^^e was la the Field, and other occafions, wi^n the 
Court, 'onfoQt^ la both thefe chata^mrs weliave ibea them 
on the xcception of thie Lady Anne of Cleves ^^btSt^ em barfo^ 
^d at Blackheath^ and in;imediately afterwards m ^oet ia ^ 
Hall at the Palace of Greenwich. 

Soon after this pei;iod» fome latitude was given to the BanJ^ 
in point of 4U;tendance9 and it was allowed that Aalf the Band 
^flKsmld wait quarteriy^ except on the principal FeaAs. Whether 
this arofe from the fevcrity of the then duty, or to relieve the 
Gentlemen in point of expence, does not appeah ITie following 
however are the orders which iffued after the Earl of Effexhad 

• Holingfhed. The King^s Hall, by this defcription, fccms to hare had the 
fire in the centre, as in the halls of colleges, inns of court^ and other focieties. 

refigned 
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refigned the comdiaud^ and wheb Sir Anthoiy Browne was 
Captain of the Band. *w 

^>^ 1f^cti\as] it batbpk4{f$d, the KibgVikf^^, ft tifrjpedai 
^^fute ^ Sir Anthcmy Browne^ Knighte ni^i/ Capt^ii^c ofkis,Ma^ 
^^jejty^s Gantlea^eti PeocoiiGrsi tdgrifuftf 0nd enlarge bk High^ 
\^ ixes*j&wf PcncflOiert to tbfUttie g^Quartcr**. waiters, ^ tkeChieiii 
^^ as is in an article - before meneenfd^ Jo that fmtinuaily. tbone 
** hal/e of them Jhall he Attendautd without any excufe of^kn9s 
*' or oihir'uoife\ but tbut be orfb^ that Jhall fir tMse^ to kiji^s or 
^S have any other Jeit wiibm bisjaide Q^f^rter»ij^i7^j^;/^A ^i^^ t^tne 
** of bis abfenctf fy^. Me of Us G^pqnyetbat Jbal hfi. oute^^ of his 
** Quarter tx> wait e upon the Kiog!s M^^y> <^nd tofurfiijhe bts 
** placid or ells /« be iH daung/sr of the Check ; and ib^ ^(ffer[ balje 

^^for tbe^meane tym of tbeirebalfe y£r€jo Jty. the fijartcr to be 
^* taka^ dtl tbehr Ubertye^ ,. -. • 

" Icexn^ The wh(i/eBafidtftheJaidGttAlcrcitnJ^^cpp^Sii at 
*^ the fifUffsr principallFeqfls oftheyeare^tbqtis\oJfye^Q\\x\^^ 
" Eftcr, Whitfenlidr AlhoUowtyd, JbaU\g4ve Jiks^^re attendance 
^ sssider Check as tbey now doe.-^ 

«« Item, In conjideracon whereof^ whereas nowe they are bounden 
•« to tbefindinge of Twoe Create Horfis onfy^ tbejf jhdll eUth one^ 
^^fr6m henfepnhe^ keefe Three Horjis fhrniped HMrdlhgty. 

^ \n ^htk' -Jtzx Uenr^ Boitchiet^ EdfldfEjex^refi^ntd, is not precifcj^ dc- 
teArtiiWble; W life death* rs fntmiofted by fevfetaf hiftbrraris, (particularly by 
B'A»p G^ddwift) ite haivittg hkth pFacef by a fall from an dnriily h6rfe, i546. 
The Oftfcrs which wc arc going 'to tranifenbi <rr a fiifficicnt afbcrtaifimeht 
tkittbe Earl did il^trclie in ike £!6ftmindy bttt Mtt' Sir AncMny Aic^ieededhim 
in Hi* life-tinlt.-i-^^ Jolm'TeMciyj^koAALUtaemmt of the' JSakd^-Xutiit lik^wMe 
tar iiavo clo(e4^ \A$ liflt. in ^n. unfertuntic^ i^ann^^ for b^. cStlier ifitfl tk the 
piagQO^ or by a flcm poifen^ fefipoied-.to be given Sto hitn it the banquet oitade fit 
Ardre«, when K. |Ienry VllK andKiFfanwL bad ihe Qrand Interview,, ij'ib. 
^Vid. ^air^ Chron. Hen. VIII* ppn89r9l. b} . lip^vYHa:Khightf<Ba«m»t, 
baring befn made. facb, IJI3*. [WvP* sa*. W ..^. . • •.. - - i ..* 

' P " *Utera, 
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** Item, Notwithjlandii^e ibis graunte oflibtie tbey le neotrthe^ 
" lejfe at all tymes in fucbe a readynes^ that when Tvarnmge JbaVl 
•• be given unt^ ihemfrom the Ofieers above ibem^ tbey and every 
*« of tbe$n Jball^ accardinge to the fame ^ repaire to the Gmrte^ and 
*^ give fucbe attendaunce for the tyme as Jball be appointed unfO' 
•* them ufing€ for that feafone^ be it m tbeire Quarter or other-- 
^ '^jfij ^ ^J^ deligenee then they doe ai the prefenlj as appa^yn^ 

Wc hare but very tranfibnt views of the Bandiu tfiisr rcigtt 
after the peiiod laft mentioned, except that the Gentlemen &exd 
to have attended the Kma on aH occafions, in the njilitary a^ 
well as the civii Ktie. Thus» according to Lord Herbert^ they 
efcorted his Majefty at his Grand Entree into Boulogne ^ after it 
was taken (^544% with the EarlofEJex zt their hcadf. Ana* 
iher writer, Strype [Memorials, Vol. H. p, iijjlikewijfe teUis. 
us that they were with the King at the fiege of that city,, to 
the number of Two Hundred^ including a retinue of Tbret t6 
each Pensioner, all mounted ^* on^ barded:{L horfes,. m one 

"Suit 

» BM. Hart. N. 6142. 

^ William Parr, Earl of Eilcx, afierwatds Marqjuis of Nocthampton^ who,.!^ 
it prcfixinable, fucceeded Sir Anthony Browne in the command, when he wa» 
made Mafter of the Horfe, 1540. This new Earl of Efltx was im very high 
cftimatioa with the King, who had married hia fifler, flrengthened by the EarUs 
own marriage with hit Majefty*t fecood coafin^ the fole daiif;bleff and heireft of 
Henry Bourchier, late £ad of Eflex. 

X By Barded horfet, I nnderiland horfet fully aftmiy on their Facet, Manei, 
and Cbeftt, and otherwife taparifonei^ ftom the French Verb Border^ which, 
acoordiog to the gloflariftt, fi^iiict to accoutre a War*Hoife* [See Cot- 
grave, Richlct, &c.] Piecet of this fort of Armour are ftili to be feen in the 
Tower of Londoiu The wordt Barded and Barkdztc often nfed at fynonymous 
ttFiat, though they, pohapt, haive their diftinftions : — Tbut, in a Diary ^f 
the Sift|^ of Bovlogoe, written at the time. [Vid» Rymer*s Fcedera^ Tom. XV.] 

the 



'^ Suit of IZ^^^od TtU^w Damaik^ the Bards of (heir hoifes, and 
•« Plumes of Feathers, bein^ of the fame colours*." 

We are now brought. Sir, vtxy near to the demife of the 
Inflitutor of the Band ; but I cannot difmifs this reign widiout 
troubling you with a Lift of the Gentlemen (as it ftood at the 
time when the Eltham Statutes were made, in the year 1526), 
the major part of whom were probably the original appointees. 
In this roll will be found the names of many refpedable per* 
ibos, who either were Cadets of Families then of confiderabk 
account, or were themfelves the Heads of Families afterwards 
trmohltd. 

A Lift of the Band of GtfVTLEMEK Pensioners, as found 
in the Statutes made ftt Eltbam^ in the 17th year of King 
Henry VIII. A. D. 1526+, viz. 



5» Humphrey KatcUffy 
Thomas Aftlty^ 
Thomas Avery ^ 
Thomas Butkr^ ^ 
Tb^sms Palmer y - 
Henry Jemingham 
Henry Markham^ 
Edward HaJiingSf 



Edmund BrydgeSf 
Edward Earle^ 
Edmund Horrte^ 
Edmund Harvey, 
IFilHam FuUivood^ 
Edward Grim/Ion^ 
Edward Fdughan, 
Humphrey Conijhy^ 



, I 



Ae Iborfes of the priodip^ nobilitf stteoiiiig the King oii his dqpartoire from 
Calais, are defbribcd to hay^ .face ft «^ f^rW with Cioth oC GoW* The rrpre^ 
fentattoa of a Horfe thus caparifoBedt both bardcd ^nd hsirieJ (if there is a dif- 
ference)^ may be feen in one of the. plates of the Maneige Royj^ (^ M;onf. , de 
Pluvinel, prioted at Paris, iSaj. 

« Red and Telhw aie the tnie Royal Colours ; but ^cd and Blue^ though they 
have been long adopted, I apprehend, (if I naay be allowed the liberty of the re- 
mark) are fubje£l to the charge of falfe Heraldry* Many other combinations of 
colours in Regimentals are liable to the ia'me imputation«-»bat diftinAion has ren- 
dfl^d them neceflary. 

t Tranfcribed from a copy in the Lord ChamberUin*s Office. 

D 2 John 
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John Gre/bam, 
yobn P^rimary 
yftbn 'Bafmrfitr 
^bnPaftdnj 
yaquesGratiadt^i 
yobn Sondes t 
Roheri iLofjg, ' 
Rhbard-TxrreU^ 
ffmiiim BJunti 
tViUiam Pahner, 
WfSJ&fmi J^tyAmi^ 
mUidm. ^ki^th 
William EUerker^ 

# 

William Banh^m^ 
Walter Bonhamt , 

William Frafjcis^^ 

William Bet fs,' ' 

Francis Knowlys. 

Gawen Car^\ 

George PoUtA^dp 

Giles Poole, \ 
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Jp>lm Conway^ 
Ci^i^opb^ SacJMfk^ 
t:hriJlopbir Liteotff— ; 
€hdrks ihrbert^ 

• ' 'NiSolirs ' Watfham^ *' ' 
■ Peter Can^w^ • '' 

Sihdfi Digfy^ • ' 
^'' ^epbenAdamSj 

Francis Maffke^ 

Robert Staff or d^ • * 
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Clk. of TBB CHEqXJE, 

Harbinger, [John V^j^j>p,^,^ 

The Capt AtjT^ • > ^^o^-jUftiHk. 
The LiBUTENi^lu. : i^Ob l^wtii 



.%>^ •* . ^ t > 



•^Qiial I^s 'of ''ttib<?2M/mM«-^f 4be 9wn/^ w of the fiibalUrii 
Offit&sy but theiiames and'ritlfes'offfich of the t^A^TAnTsi, 
is IhaVe been able. tO; ddllfi£t with authoiify^ are biefted 'i» 
th« Apptindia, mi, ', , ... • .^, • ' -i.'. . ■..;... .. . ' 
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^Gentlemen P£NSfONBRs» 29 

- In the Reigo of K. Ei^tTAitD the SixfH^ Srr, .we fiodfrtfqvent 
flnd^Fiotfiia]:' mebitbiic of' the Band^ even by rifs King btm&ifv 
ia: liis JoQraadf. The fii^fl: afipearance of tfhe P£Nsion.ers wm^ 
as it i$ natumi feo fiqipore, iii proceffion from the Tower !i6 
Weftmb'&c^ oa tlife day preoediug the Coronatioo, when 
** The Pensioners and Min oi Armes^ with their Pok^j^k^^ 
♦« wept oil. either 64* the way on foote*." By this airangemcnt 
thl^y waere p][^ced ; lougitudmally, at proper diiljQioes^ fb that^ 
as appears froxp.ttie.cer«niouial».theKiiigwas as nearly as might 
be b the c^/e'^f Kis^AKD of Pensioner's. On the day^of 
lJ;|e.C^ra(VKti4>q, tihf^ ^he momixig at, the Privy. 

StairSt wh^e^.9£9ii^.;we^ £tKl th^^^« Pensi^ aU 

V jia.f^ Da^i^fljlke^,^ with^tbek Pole- Axes ta their hands:*' .and ior 
UjfirJPrwaei^oft td the Abbey. thej[ -foilavirc^ the jPe^rs in the jrear,. 
ioiipediately befbiT the Teonien ©f the Guards, . • ' 

la this aiid the following Reign, though both of them were. 
ib^Aprc,, weiihall-find the Band in an a5:ive line at home> ^nd 
not immaterially concerned in times of irwjuietude, when the, 
Sovpfelgn iic^s alarmed, by impending danger.. The next View 
we haypof*U: is in '^'Grand Mufter of aU the'JS^w^x retained la 
the King's fervi'ce, wh?ch 1 fllall prefently give at large, partly 
from the King's Journal^ but principally from a more enlarg^d'^ 
account, once in the Cottonian Library J. 
, It was the cuftem of thofc timqs for moft of the ©re^t'OF- 
ficers to have B^nds of Men of Arms ^ hoffed; j^rtd in Armotir; 
who occafionally muftered before the King,, together with tha 

*♦ Leland^ Colle6:anca, Vol. IV. p. 312. 

\ Viidliu^, T. 5- printed in lStrvp.c^3 Meiiibrfris^ Vol. Ii.' p.' 290^ [The- 
MS, Vi9s dcftroyed-by the fire, and therefore this pr^ftrvationf is of more vatuc] 
The KiDg*is Journal is printed in Biihop Burnet's fliftory of the Rcfortnationi 
y^}]')l» ^ T\it AuHgra^b may be feca in the Cottonian Libiary* Nero- C, X. 
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Band of Pensioners. The King's Band muftered under the 
Royal Banner », and the rcfl under the Banner of their reipec-^ 
tive Commancbh. Theie the King calls in hi$ Journal Gen* 
darmes^ when he fpeaks of them ieparately ; arid collectively , the 
Gendarmerie. The general Mufter I have nientioned took place 
in the year 15519 of which the following account is given by 
Stiypet* 

<< The King was now minded to (ee his ftandtng Forces, 
^« Horfe and Foot, mufl^r before him ; and the rather that he 
^ might be in a readinefs in cafe any Rifing might happen, as 
<« was apprehended by the difcontented Duke of Somerfet and 
" his party. So there were letters written and direfted to cer- 
tain of the Chief Officers of the Army to have the Gendar^ 
mory znd Bands of Horjemen^ which were appointed there in 
^ a readinefs to be feen by his Majefty. And a letter was dif- 
^* patched to the Marquis of Northampton^ Captain of the 
<< Band of Pensioners, to have the Band appointed him in 
« a readinefs with all the Pensioners and Men of Arms 
<^ attending on the Courts 

*< In Hyde Park was then a great Mufter in the King's Pre- 
^* fence after this manner. Firft came the Kite's Trum* 
<v peters — Then, 



Cf 
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* In a MS* accbufit of the Pjijineiits made Cofundry Officers of HoudioU in 
the 6th year of K* Edvir. VL 1 meet with a Standard^Bearer with a Salary, of loo/l 
per annum, and a Banner^ Bearer^ with 40/. per annam* The like Officers are 
found in the eftabiifhment of K. James T. in Off Arm. 

t Memorials, V. IL p. 284. It is mentioned in St6we*s Chronicle, as is ano- 
ther Mufter in the year following ; wherein, by the way, he gives the number 
of Penfioners ^t 150, meaning, no doubt, to include their Retinue, for he de* 
fcribes each Penfioner as having two'Great Horfes and a Gelding. 
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•« The Lord Bray, in gilt Harnefs, Captain of the 
•* Pensioners and a Great Banner of the King^s j4rms\-^ 
•* Then, 

^^ All the Pensioners in compete Harnefs, and great ar« 
^< ray in ff^bite and jBAiri, five and five in a Rank ; aftd after 
*^ them caoae their fervants, in number an Hundred^ with 
*• Great Harjes and Harnefs^ in White and Blacky with Spears. 

** The fecond Company was led by^ 
" The Lord Treasurer », being ii« Hundred Men of 
^ Arms^ with broidered Coats, Red and White^ with Spears : 
*< bis Standard a Falcon of Gold.* 

** The third Company belonged to 
«^ The Duke of Northumberland % being an Hundred 
" Men rf Armsy ia Velvet Embroidery,, with Trumpeters: 
*« his Standard a Lioi> crowned and ragged [raguled]. StaC 

*• The fourth Captain was^ 
•* The LoRr> Marquis of Northampton j, ynthanHun^ 
*« ^^^ Men of Armsy in Yellow and Black ; Spears, Pcnfils^ 
'< and Trumpeters : his Standard the Maideu'is Head. 

^ The 

^ He (houfd rather be caHed CommanJkr of the Pen/Toners, as bemg onfy Lieu- 
tenant of the £tf/r^: for it has appeared that the Mjl^q^is of NoR.TkAMF- 
TON was the Caftain, though, on this occafion, he mufiered as Lord High 
Chamberlain with an Hundred Men of ^ms in TelTow and Black (his armo- 
cial Colours) uiider his own ftandard. The Commsnd of the PenfioHiri there* 
fore devolved upon the Lieutenant Lord Bray. 

' miliam Pawlit^ Ma/qvis of Winchcftcr. [Dggd. Bar.]; 

* John Dudley^ Lord High Admiral^ Steward of the Houfliold,. &c. [Dugdw 
Bar.] 

i ly'illiam Parr^ Lord High Chamberlain^ &c. The fortunes of this Noble- 

maa 



32 Tbe KiNG*8 Bmourabk Band 

** The fifth {was] 

^^ The Bail of Bedford 4, with an Hundred Men of Armt 
<« in Red and White ; his Standard a Goat, ^hite : a Trum- 

^« peter, Penfds, and Spears. ., , , % . 

«* The fixth [was] 
** The Earl of Rutland s, with an Hundred Men of 
«^ Arms^ in Yellow and Blue ; his Standard a Peacock, and Pen- 
«* fils. 



man were iingularly unequal. From a private gentleman he had arifen to 
uncommon faonoun, by virtue of his fifier's marriage with King Henry 
the Eighth. Hift firft Office wa$ no. greater than. that of an Efquire of the 
Body to King Henry: be. was afterwards created Baron Parr, and Earl of 
Eflex, (asi we have feen him,at the (iege of Boulogne) and elected a Knight 
of the Garter. In the iirft year of King Edward^ the ^isctfa, 'wf find bim Mar^ 
quis of NortBampton, 'fiaptaln of the Band of Penfioners ; and in the King's 
fourth year Lord Grea( Chambcrll^n (for life) on the ftcrrender of the Earl of 
Warwick. [DugdaU;*s .Baronage.] Thefe accumdfttad Ho'noniii aad Oficoi did 
not laft long ; for on the King^s demife, his Lordlhip unfortunately efpouiing 
the claim of Lady Jane Grey, jointly wit& the Duk^ of Northumberland, in op- 
pofition to Queen Mary, was attainted; deprived of all his Offices, and his 
Eftate ; degraded from the Order of the Garter ; «nd reduced ta the humble rank 
of William Parr, Efq. Notwithftandtng all theft deprivations, he was reftorcd 
in b'ooA by C^een Mary, arid by Queen Elizabeth re-created into his former 
Honours ; re-cleded a Knight of the Garter, and inftallQd a fecond time* A. D« 
1559. {Anftis'sRegifter of the Garter.] ... ,j 

^ John Ruffil^ Keeper of th^ Trivf-SeaK [GodvinV Annadsy and ihc King's 

^ Journal.] ', * . 

5 Henry- Minnersy Warden of the Eaft and Middle Marchite towards Scotland. 
[Diigd, Bar.] 
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« The Seventh [was] 
*« THe'EARr: of HuNtiNGDtN s with BftyMenofjtPinei, 
** iri BJuc;' Spedrs, Standard, and Penfils : his Standaid a- 
»« Manche. ^ ' ' 

*« The cighfh [was] 
*^ .The Earl of Pembroke 7, ah Hundred Men of ufrmes : 
'• his Standard the Green I>ragon. 

. « Tjic ninth (was! 

** The Lord CoBHAM % with Fifty Men ofArmes^ in Black 

^* and White : his Standard the Saracen's Head. 
• . • - » 

" The teritK fwas] 
" The LoKD Chamberlain 9, vrtth Pi^yMen of jfrmes, 
*« Coats of White and Red, and Spears : their Goats in Broi- 
«< dery, Penfils, his Standard the Maiden's Body. 

« 

*^ The eleventh [was] 
" Mr. Treasurer Cheynev '% with an Hundred Men of 

^ Francis Hqfihtgs (fecond Earl of Huntingdon), ^ Privy CoUn&iior udKnigfat 
of the Garter. He wa9 employed in a military character in ti^ 4tb of £dw« Y !• 
againft the French. [Di}gd&le*s Bar.] I do not obftrYe that he had then any gccf^ 
poft at home. 

'^ IPilllam Herhfrt,^ Maftcr of the Horfe. [DngdaWs Bar.} 

* George Brooke, Lord Cobham. [Dugdaiie^a Bar.] H&doci not appear to have 
then had any Office of importance. 

9 Thomas D^Jrcy^ Loird D^Arcy, of Chiche. [King Edward's Journal^ fiib 
anno 1550. Vid. alfo, Anft:s*s Reg. of the Garter.] Dugdak does not meotioii- 
hitn as Lord Chamberlain. 

" Sir Thomas Cheyney, Knight of the Garter, Treafiirer df tfce HoiilhoU. 
« [Dugdale'8 Bar.] 

E ** Armes^ 
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^4; ^^^ KiNG^< 'HbrnuraUe Band^ 

^^ Armes^ all Blacky Spoan^ and Benfils^ befides Cupels :. His- 
<* Standard the Rofc in the Sun *J' 

TRe King, Sir^ (cems to- have received mwchfetisfiaftfiDm from 
the appearance made by his Band of Pensioners and thoir Re«- 
tinue on this occafion K for^ to gli^e yo\r hie own words,, he dew- 
ier iba^thenv too have been ^ well. armed, men.; feme with Eea* 
^ tbers^ Staves, zn^ Penfilsoi thtit Colours;, fome with Sleeves 
^ and Half Coat$ ; feme with Bards and Staves^ &c.V This wantc 
of uniformity may rattier ftrike us at pre^nt, though I prefume: 
it was an immaterial oircumftance at the time:. The King then* 
adds, that <^ the bor£bs. [were]^ alL fair an(! greatr the word: 
" would not have been, given for lefs than twenty Pounds ; there 
*< was ["were] ' none uiider fourteen handfull and a half -the moft. 
«*^ part,, andalmo&alLthe Hoifes with.theirCi//^^r + going be* 

^ There is- fome variation iir tBe niJooSers as (iinunariljr locnt toned in the 
KingV Journal, . and the Earl of Bedford is omitted. Though I have termed the- 
Band of PtssiosuAs Jtrm-fttUit^n^jf. yet we may ohferve, . from the Rank the- 
GsNTXSMEN here, held among the ftanding forces, that they were confideredl 
as the prime of the army. So P; Daniel; fpeaking- ol Tl^ Hundred Giutkmen- 
(the Bees deCorbin) fays — ^* lis etoient le princifNal corps de TArmee.** [De lai 
Mifice Fran^ife, 11; p. 107,] 

f Great Horjis were at that time called .D^A-Z/rf^ from the French i7{/?riVr/y 
being ltd to the field by a fervant (the Guider) with his Right Hatui. [Vid.^ Mc- 
moires fur Tancienne Chcvalerir, par Monf.de See. Palaye, torn. I. p. 2i.]. Hia*^ 
words are, fpeaking- of War-horfes, that* they were led-*-*' Par dcff Ecuyers qui* 
<< les tenoient i leur droiie dfou on les a. appellcs Dejiriers :** Bat the expreffioa is. 
flill n\ore explicit in a note on this paflage, where it is faid^.the Efquire who* 
led the Knight's horfe — ^« Menoitfon Deftrlertn Dtjlrtk^ In more mod^n ac* 
counts (of the laft century,. for inftance) I find them called ChevauxJe Main, 2nd' 
the leaders flyled Pal/nniers., lYid.^CoMikiie Tcflcs ctdc Baguc,,Paris, 1670.I 
The Latin word is Dextrarii^ . 

^ fore 



£^GbNTLS1CBN PBNSIOKEftf. 35 

"^^ fore them. They pdfled twice about St. James's Field, and 
^^ compaiied it round and fb departed */' 

Thefe Mufters had their uie in home«fervice occafionally, in 
defending marches, oppoiing infurrefbions, &c. and the prime 
Nobility were thereby inured to the excrcife of Arms. Some- 
times the BanJs performed mock fights and lieges, of which 
the King, in his Journal, mentions one in his fecond year, 
where thirty Gentlemen defended a fortrefs at Greenwich again (1 
an hundred aflailants. Befides thefe, jufts and tournaments, 
running, {hooting, &c. were in frequent ufe, wherein this 
young and a£tive Monarch (who may in his time be properly 
ilyled Princeps Juventutis) bore a part, as he tells us himfel^ 
** A Challenge,*' fays the King +, ** was made by Afe, that/, 
^< with Sixteen of my Chamber, (hould Run at Bafe X^ Sboot^ 
. *< and Run at the Ring §, with any Seventeen of my Servants^ 
^^ Gentlemen in the Court/* Among thofe who entered the 
Lifts againfl the King, it is natural to fuppoie there would be 
&veral of the younger and mofl a£tive of the Band ofOsN- 
/TLEMEN Pensionebs, as men trained to athletic Exercifes, 
glad to (ignalize themfelves, and provoke the Kiko*s notice in 
fuch honourable eacouaters. Stowe 

^ JoumaL What was then Sujamiis Field it now Pall-Matt^ die adgaceoc 
ftiteu, &c. [See a View of St* Jamg^s Pahce and fV^fimnJUr Ahhey^ from the 
Village ot-Cbaring^ engraved frooi a drawing of Hollar, in the Antiquarian Re* 
fCTtorff VoL I. ftoing p. 197.] It it worth remarking, that there was fo little 
•eoDne£Kon between the €uf ef London and tins Villa^^ io the reign of King 
Henry VIII. that an Aft of ParUament was nade, i.{35, to 4iiend the road be- 
tween the Strand'Crofi '(where the New-Chuvch now ftands) and Cbaring^nji^ 
it having become almoft inpaflable* Thii ad is printed in Raflairs Statutes. 

f Journal. 

I This Diverfion, by fome called Prifin^Bqfi^ and by others Prifin-^Bars^ 19. 
fiill known in feveral parts of England. 

§ I muft here, Sir, beg leave to trouble you with a long Note. A3 km traces 
kA this old diverfion of Runmng at ibe Ring now remain, I take the ttberty of 

£ t drawing^ 



36 7)^ KHia^$ H^mur^k Bi^ 

Stcwe meiuidni. ai>€l*i©r M^er made jat Gpceinrioh^ ia the 
laft year 'Of the King'^s reig«, fa which the Joornaldoes not ex* 

* - 

diawio^ together what has occurred to nac ^n the fubjefV. The praftice is held 
lk>tto be- very ancient,, anx! indeed^ from the little Gomparativc exertion required,, 
fecms rather to have luccteded Tilts and Tournaments, afte^ the ragcfer pd-fonal 
engagements was worn out. k is, however, ^d enough ft> be ailinQft fjcgottcti.^ 

A French Writer (MoiUveur de.Pluyinel *) ifii of (stmiion that, it was firil 
adopted by ofljcpra of the Cavalry wlftf n in garrifon, or wh(ui- uacnoployj^d ; hy 
whick nfieans they preferved their horfes in exercifc^and thcmfelves in the ufe and* 
management of the Lance* The party,, in ordicr to retain -ever)' bra ndi-6f difcip- 
Jine, v<rj9 armed at all points. — The horfc was pet to hts full fpeed,. and the tkng^ 
was of a very irnan diatneter, and,, ^tccording to Ms« d£ Pluviml it iras np iaijrfr 
tliaAanxan's eycf/ Ici pofilion will be ^e&ribed ppeftntly, GalUqtry, as \a 
TpuTJUametvts^ W^ g^ner^llj the eacouragemeoc cq this exercifc^ for ouf autljor 
tells usj k was ufual for a Lady to give a J^ng of value to be contended for by 
the candidates, which fhe bellowed on the'wTnnet with her own hand, .and fuch 
reward h^s been perfonaHy conferred by ^aviw •(hemfclvcs. Public fdemnitits 
of vanoits forts wete the (>qGafi«08 when the piailice wa> exhibited^ attond^ with: 
much para4c> and it ftems to ha^e cont'^ued in U& till Uie end of the i6th and 
the b^inning of the 17th century, af.er which- it vaniflied both in England and 
in Francq ; though I have authority to fay, it is ufed at this day, ^by the Gtmry, 
in fevcral parts of Germany. 

To have a nearer view of the pofuion of the SUtg^ and tb^ mode of Sunning ct 
it J we muft advert to fbme of the plates in Mr. de Pluvitjcl's work, where the 
Jfrng ts reprcfeneed as pendant from a kind of 'gibbet, b.ing fufpended from the 
horizontal beam by ,il fprrng which yieldtd to the touch,, fo aa not to endanger 
the repulfe of the horfemah in his career. Tlie if ecies of Lance made ufe of ap- 
pears to have been adapted to the purpoft, b^ing fa Aender as to redeive the Ring 
wiih eafe* and nearly as taper at the point ss a fniaU fw6rd« There is a plale 
Jikewife on an inferior fcalc, which fhews the pofition of the Ring> and the at- 
titudes of the parties, to be feen (though without any defcription) iti a fiiaH fo- 
lioi .intltjcd„ "«* Militarie Inftruftions for the (Java)rie, by }. C. printed atCan- 
. .-• , . bridge^ 

* Fiift Equerry and Riding-Mader to J.ouis XIIK aiid wlifi puUlilbccl a wotk xin HoifcT3|iattfl>\p, 
in^^^tdB,HAtitIed» .X:erMaac9geRo>iiU [I^u% 1423}* 

f Fropn the drawing given by Mr. dc Pluvia«i| i( ?pp*ar& howevcc'to have a dlaxneter cf two 
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tend, iurherc. the Captain 'of'the Penjtoners (the Marquis of 
Nw^l^mpton) muftcred again as High Chamberlain ; and 

the 

** bridg", 1632.'' [P'^g? 36]. One of the horfemen there reprefcr.tcd (of which 
there arc ihrec) is 'running to take up a Gloz-e from the grpuncl on the point of 
his Spear, which will explain what occurs prcfently. 1 he Glove, I prefume, 
♦rais thrown down by a Lady, 

:i lliere was a fnajnjficent i2fr;arf9^ at the Ring held at Pari «, by Louis' XIV. 
(t^2)| but aotbing is to be difcerncd frois it for our fatisfa^ion, except that 
tbcQuEew hcrfclf delivered ihe Reward, a Diamond Rhig^ to the Winner, the 
pdi)cipal pbjcd^ for our pfe'etH oUrervatLons being obfcured by the multiplicity of 
Figures in the Plate *. 

As to the rnl^s generally adhered to in tltts excreife, I have found them no 
where except in a very.obfcure pamphlet now before mc, containing the ceremo- 
nial of die Baptlfm of Henry Prince of \Va!es, performed at lid nburgh, A. D, ^ 
15^4,- and of the pwUic entertainments coafequenfe upon it t« i give the wonds 
as I find them. 

** Every fackfc'cynrjribg in his hand his MaHler's Launce, they liegan thsir 
** ^fafttmc by Rtmnlng gt xMt Ring and Glove X \ the Laws whereof were ■ thefc : 

«. I, That aM the perfons of this paftime coinpeare mafked, and in futfh Order as 
*^ <hey come into tli€ Field, fo to run out al theic courfes* 

*' 1. Thkt riofie ufe any othfcr 'ff«/^ but that which is pat up : and ufe no other 
^^ Laonce but that which they have brought fur themfclves. 

" 3. He tliat U-xuce touches the Rlng^ or ftirs it,, winoeth as muche [as] if he 
** carried away the Rin; ||. 

" 4. He that lets his Launcc fall out ofliis hand is deprived of all the reft of his 
** courfcs. 

* The acooant of thisCcremomaU for fo it mcy be CAlled, with very 6ne Engravings, was pub* 
lifhcd at Patis, 1670, of which there is a good improflioi\ in the Biitilh Mufcuin. 

'}• This account was firft printed at London, 1603, (Duodecimo) and afterwards reprinted ac 
Edinburgh, 16S7. Dr. Birch feemsto have been igtioiant of this publication. 

J Sec above. 

II Tiiis fcems to have iKcn either a previous article by cmfcnt, orconfoimablc to the cuOom of 
thc'countrv, as, in the account given by King Edward, it did not reckon j for vvc arc tohl in the 
JouinaJ, that hiiM-^jcfty's party touched the Ring often, " which was counted- as nothing.** 

5.. Thar 



jS Ihe Kinoes HcnourabU Band 

s 

tiic Lord Bray (tlie Lieutenant) had the •oonmiand of the Ten^ 
JtQuers. Other iimilar matters occur in difiereitf authors, not worth 
infifting upon. 

Thtfe private Companies of Band-Men^ as the King calU 
them, fcem to have been, for the moft part, provided for^ in 
point of eKpetice, bjr the King; though the men were to be 
found by the Caplaiu, and evidently were <di{poied of according 
to his Majefty'^ pleafure. Thu«, from tbe King's Journal, it 
appears, lliat the Band which the Duke of Somerfct had, wa$p 
after his attainder, appointed to the Duke of Suffolk. The 
Duke of Northumberland having under him an Hundred Men 
of A^rms, aiid an^Hundred Light Horfe^ reiigned Fifty Men of 






^ 5. That every one run with lopfe rein«, aad with as much ^leed as his hotk 
« hath. 

*^ 6« That none alter his Race, in up-taking of his Horfe, lay his Launce upon 
^* his flioulder, under 'thcipain4>f lofleofthat which he hath done in his 
" courfe. 

*^ 7. He that carrieth not liis Launceninder liii arme, loIeA liis courie* 

^ 8. That none, iutrdl his three courfes "be -ended, chaunge bis horfe, if he 1)e 

*^ net hurt, or upon fome other confideration moved to chaunge him.** 

The refultton this occafioo was, that, ^^ Proof being made, the Yidory ftli to 

<< the Duke erf" Lennox, who bringing it [the King I prefuoiej to his Side and 

^< Partie, ibad ithc Praife and PriKe adjudged to himfelf,^' The Reward is de- 

foribed to have been ^^ a fairr and rich Ring of Diamonds^ given by the Q?eek« 

*« • 

I finifh this Note by obfenring, from King Edward's account, how difficult it 
was to carry the Prize s for his Majefly tcHs us, that in Otu Hundred uiATwettif 
Caurfcs the Rinj was .taken but ^bree times *. 

'* rSce the Xing's Journal, p. 26^ 

Arms 
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Arms to his (bo the Earl of Warwick *, Agatn, when the Earl 
of Pembroke quitted the office of Mailer of the Horfe, he Jike- 
wife gave up Fifty of his Men of Arms, as being a command 
under the King^ which were equally divided between Sir Phi- 
lip Hobbey and Sir John Gates + : the reft the Earl kept, as 
being bis own licenced retainers I. 

As the formation of thefe bodies was at the pleafure of the 
King, by letters irom. the CounciUBoard> fo was their diflblu^ 
tion^. The King tells us, in bis.Jottrnal^ that it was agreed (in 
Council^ I prefume, from whence every public adt, exclufive 
af the Parliament, iirued)< that *^ 6he<B»uids of Men of Arms^ 
^ appointed, ta Mr. Sidney^ Mr^ Vice-Chamberlain [Sir Jphn 



^ JournaH. f Jbu-naU-. 

I' Though tlie raifing. thefa Bands lay upon theirCaptains^refgtdively..} jt^ 
die Pay for them did not commence till the Corps was completed]. Thus it ap* 
pears, in the aid year, of King Henry VI;. that Ibme Lord (not mentioned by 
nanie)f,who had dedred to have wages advanced to him before he made bis Muf- 
ter, was anfwercd by tHe Privy Council; that ** In the King V time that dead 1*^ nci« 
^ ther my Lord of Bedford §, neither my.Lofd of. GJoucofter§: never b^gun 
<* of their wages for them of their retinues, unto [juhiill] the time that they. 
<* bad made their whole mufters.*^ We mayobferve how rigid the Council was> 
in. this refpe£ifrpm what follows, viz,:—" and my Lord, of Gloucefter,. for* lack of 
•* tw/f Spears of his retinue, was not allowed.^ [Bibl. Ha?l: No, 81.3 In 
thefe common Bands, as they weie ftyled, great abuftfs were found in the 
reign of King Edward VL [Strype*&MemoriaIs, VoK IL p. 14^?.] As to what 
we OQw call Regimenu^ they, feem to have been adopted by us from France,, 
where they were firft cftabli&ed In » the Reign of Charles the Ninth, about the 
year 1-569, [Fere Danie],.,Hifl:.. de France]. I'he French herein probably followed't 
tbe SpaDiards, for the term is Spanifh — Regimlento, 

§ Both of rlicm Brothers to King Henry V, 

»♦• GatesJ^ 
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** Gates], Mr. Hobbcy,' and Mr. Sadler, fliotild^iot' be fWr^ 
*< niflied, but left off*." • • ' 

That thefe Bands were profitable as well a§ honourable to thd» 
^Captain, *is teftified by Sir Robert Gary (afterwards Earl' of 
Monmouth) who had a command upon the Midd>e March- of 
Scotland under Queeix Elizabeth, and laments, thatontheaccef- 
fion of King James, he lofl: the Pay of Forty Horfe which the 
Queen had giv^en him* Tliefb Horfemen he had before de- 
feribed to be -for the moft part the Servants of hit Hotifhol^]^ 
which, to ufe his own words, were ** Gentlemens Sonain tha 
** country j and Younger Brothers of good Rank +/' . . 

In the higher Line, of which we have, been fpeaking, the 
Men of Arms were proportionably of greater Quality, viz. the 
Younger Sons of the Nobility, of.BanneretSj &c. It was at 
this period an honour and no indignity for the young Nobility 
to be enrolled under another gallant Commander, though of 
inferior rank ; and we are tdd that when King Hehry VIII.' 
had acquired reputation in hisfini war, and took the part of 
Spain agaiuft Lquis XII. King of France, the Emperor Maxi- 
milian L did not difdain to ferve under the King %, To return^ 

• - Siry 

* Journal. Mr, or Mafur was, at that time,' often applied to Knights as well 
as Gentlemen \ for licreby arc meant Sir Henry Sidney— Sir Phifip Hobbey— and 
bir Ralph Sadler, the laft of whom was at that time a Knight- Banneret, as ap- 
pears frem the preceding pact of the King's Journal. 

t Memoirs, p. 113. From hence it Ihould fesm that thefe Cadets were merely 
expe3ants, and ferved without pay* Sir Robert farther inflnuates that the' 
difcharge of this Troop would be no inconfiderable faving to the Crown* In 
faft, there was no occadon for fuch Forces on the Marches, after the Union of 
the Two Crowns. 

\ Burnet's Hiftory of the Reformatiott. The Emperor and all his Band wore 

the 6Vtf/i of S^ George and the Union Rofe on their breads. [ Vid. Mich. Drayton*8 

3 Heroical 
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Sir, to the King's Bami of Gehtlemen Pensioners. . We 
have juft now feen them drawn out among the Gendarmerie^ 
and in the Field under the King^s Banner^ and had it not been 
for the timely difcovery of the Duke of Somerfet's Confpiracy 
we (bould have found them in adion ; for it was one part o( 
Somerfet's traiterou$ intentions to have attacked the whole 
Gendarmerie^ on a Mufter-ds^« with two thoufand Footmen 
belonging to Sir Henry Vane, and with an Hundred of his own 
Horfemen* befides others in bis intereft, who were to have at 
firfl: appeared in the Field as fimj^le ipe£bators of the Mufber. 
This was confe^fed by Sir Thomas Palmeri one of the Confpi- 
Mtors *« The intention was bloody ; for the King fays^ ^< the 
•i Duke intended no quarter, and that aU the Horfe of the Gen* 
.** darmerie were to have been (lain+." Sir Henry Vanc*s part 
in this intended maffacre very defervedly coft him his life* 

We will now. Sir, revert to the Banj> in a ooore quiet boun. 
When the Q. Dowager of Scotland, pafiing from France thither 
(1550) was driven by a ftorm into Port fmouth, and had deter- 
mined to proceed by land, (he tocdc the opportunity of yifiting 
King Edward, and was received at Hampton-Court by many 
of the Nobility of both fexes^ and by all the Pension cms wtt4i 
their Captain and Lieutenant. At her departure (he. was 
likewife efcorted to the extremity of the City of London by the 
t^EKsio^ERB amoQg many othe», aod was there received by 
the Gentlemen of the county of Mddiefex %. 

The 

HcFOical EpiRlcB, fol. 8T«b.]-^Tb^ Emperor was, indeecl, a Kniglit of the 
Garter :-^but the compliment lay in his wearing the latter Badge in addition to 
x\it former^ and obliging hii men ta wear them ioth.. 

* Journal, 
f Journal. 

\ Journal. The Band was likewife occafionally employed in RH^ens of 

Herfons inferior to Royalty \ for antecedent to this (1549) when t&c CMnt d*An« 

F guen 
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' The next occafion, Sir, when we fee tht Band^ is In a pro* 
grefs made by the King, in the year 1551, when we learn 
from bis Majefty's Jo^^i^^kl, that on the i6th of May, a 

,Mufter was made of all the Men of Arms (with fome excep- 
tions) and alfo of all -the Pensioners, for the purpoie of 
draughtiilg a certain number out of each Band for an Efcorte* 
The progrcfs was longi and took up more thart two motiths. 
The King tells us what number of each Band was appointed to 
attend him: but as no draught was made out of the Kino*s 
own Band (the Pensioners) it is prefumable the whole went 
on that ferrice* The King, however, had not been out a 
month before it Was neceflary to leflen his train, and it was 
accordingly reduced to an Hundred and Fifty men, picked out of 
all the Bands. The King eft i mates the Retinue to have coii- 
fifted of near Four Thoufand Horfe', which, fays he,' " were 
♦ " enough to eat up the country, for there was little meadow 
** or hay all the way as J went*/* This, Sir, is the laft view 
of them, as far ar lean difcern, during this Re^n, by which, 
however, we find they had encreafed in the number of their 
attendants by the King*» account : and Stowe likemfe informs 
us that they had each of them Two Great Horfes and a Gelding ; 
whereas, when we laft faw them in the late Reign, each P^«- 
fioner had only two Great Hories, or optionally one Great Horfe 
and a Gelding'-^. During the greater part of this Reign William 
Parr, Marquis of Northampton appears, from the King^s JoHr* 
'. nal, to have been Captain of the Band ; and from a MS. lift 
of Queen Mary's Houfliold in the Library of your So.ciety^ I 

guien, and others of the French Nobility, arrived in England, they were re« 
ceived at Biack-Heath by Lords deputed by the King^ and among the refl bj 
Lord Bray, at the head of the FtnJi^H^rs. [Joorna].] 

• Journal. 

t Stowe's Chroalcle*. 

obfervc 
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obierve^ he held it till his attainder, which took place in a few 
weeks after the Qjieen'is accefiion : but whether he refumed the 
command after he was reftored in blood, and re-eftabli0ied ia 
his honours, I do not learn *• 

We have already fecn that the Marquis (^ Northampton^ 
though he was Captain of the Gentlemen Pensioners, had 
another Band allotted to him, as Lord Great (or Higb^ Cham-- 
ierlainy in favour of which laft, (for fo I interpret what follows, 
and not as extending indifcriminately to all the Bandsmen, who 
were very numerous) his Lordfliip procured this Order, of 
Council. 

*^ In Council at Greenwich, May 11, 1550, 

^^ Upon motion made by the Lord Great Cbamberlainj it wfts 
<< agreed, that from henceforth the GM/Zfiivrxi ii/^rm (hould 
•« be placed fucceffively in the ]?rnsioners rooms at every 
>« avoidance, and fo give attendance on his Lord/hip as their 
« Captain f." 

The arrangement of the Band, Sir, in Queen Mary's 
Reign differed very little from what it had been in her bro- 
ther's, except that 1 find, from the above MS, that the Cap- 
tain, ffVillioffi Parr^ Marquis of Northampton) had a T^ahle^ 
at which it is probable the Lieutenant, (Lord Bray) and 
the Standard-Bearer (Sir William Stafford) dined J. In the 

next 

* The Queen accede^ t« the Throne, July 6, »553«— The Marquis was com- 
mitted to the Tower July 26, and tried Auguft 1 8. He died 157^1. 

t Regifter Books of the Council-Office. 

♦ Thcfe appear to have been the Offictr^ belonging to the Bani in the laft men- 
tioned manufcript. The names of the Qenthmen are there likewiie given, which 
it is not necefTary to repeat. Many occur that we have feen in the year 1^16 : 
but as this Roll was made immediately on the Queen's Acceffioo» it "may ratlier 
be confideredas a lift of K. Edward's Band than of her owa. What changes might 

F % take 
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fiextKdgn we (Ilall find Tjt^/^j, not only for tht^Officers^ but 
for Ibch of the PfeKsioNERs as were upon dUry ; for we have 
ialrendy feen they now waited' %^/rr/v inctjual divifions of Half 

the Band at a time. 

The number at this period was the ftime as it had' thitherto 
been — viz. Fifly\ of whom the Three firft were Knights ♦• The 
Pay of thcOFJ^icERS does not appear from the preceding Roll ; 
but the Stipend of the FkNsioNERs was 46/. ly.^d. each, except 
that one of them (Thomas Aftley) had an allowance of 100 
Marks, (66/. ly. 4^.) for which no (atisfaftory reafon oc- 
curs. 

To proceed chronologically — The firft View we Have of the 
Band in this Reign, when upon doty, is in an account of the 
Queen's Proccffion from the Tower to Weftminfter, od the 
dky preceding the Coronation (a cuftomary previous part^of the 
folemnity in. thofe times) left by an Italian, anonymous writer, 
cited by Mr, Gough in his Edition of Perlin's Dcfcriptton of Eng- 
land, in the prefece — " On each fide of the proceffion,'* he tells 
ns, " went both t^ie Gentlemen of the Axe and l\\^ Archers f to 
*« the number of 300 -f*.'* 

But the mod: confpicuous appearance the p£KstoN£iis m^ 
in this Reign, and indeed (if I may fay it without o^ice) at 
any other period^ was in the fame year (i 553)$ when they were 
of real and eflential ufe as a military body ; for oh the infurrec- 

take place afterwards in tfars reign, on religious motives, we do not know, though 
it is fcarcely probable that the Queen would retain any but fuch as wef e firmly 
in the Intereft of the Church of Rome. 

* See the laft^cixd MS» 

f London, 1775, Q^arroy p. xiit. — ^Thit muft i^is for around number, giTch 
us by a foreigner, on the ipfe dixit of bis informer; nnlefi- vce underftand the 
Archtrs to have been a part of the Teomin cf tb$ Guitrd^' armed with Bows^ as in 
fa£l they were in the4>receding Reigns. 

I tion 



tion of Sir Thomas Wyat and others, they were very aSive in 
.defending the Palace of Whitehall, rhe particulars of which 
are here given on the authority of one of trie Band^ who was 
prefent, hy nzva^ Edward Underbill^. 

The part they took in this affair was as follows :— *< The 
" Queen, and her people at the Court, were in great con- 
^* fternation, when Wyat was come to Southwark, with 
^' his army, intending to enter London that way. The Gen- 
«* TLEMEN Pensioners were commanded to watch in Ar^ 
*< tnour that night, for the prefervation of the Queen's Per- 
" fon; and they came up into xht Chamber of PrefencCj with 
** their Pole Axes in their hands. Wherexit the Ladies V9tre 
At yery fearful ; fome lamenting, crying and wringing their 
*< hands, and faid Alas! there is iome great mifchief towards us I 
" we (hall all be dcftroyed this night ! What a fight is this to 
«« fee the Queen's Chamber full oi armed Men! the like wasnevcr 
«* feen or heard of/* The Band in their ufual Habits dela Cour^ 
with their Battle Axes ^ was an objeft familiar to the Ladies; 
but the panic arofc from feeing them in the fame plate in Ardour 
and on fuch an occafion. Soon afterwards the danger encreafed, 
and the Palace was befet by a party of the rebels from Weftmin- 
fter, and 'the gates clofed. The Pensioners were then in the 
Hall, from whence they iifued, and demanded that the gates 
might be opened, faying, '* it was too much (hame that the 
** gates (hould be thus (hut for a few rebels — the Queen (hall 
^ (ee us fell down her enemies this day before her face/* The 
Gates were then opened j but the Queen — ** earneftly requeftcd 

* Mr. Underhill was firft a Manof Arms^ at the Siege of Boulogne, Temp, 
Hen VIII. and afterwards, for his mtrir, was made a Genthman Ptn/hner hy that 
King, in which capacity he likewtfe feryed King Edward VI. and Queen M ry. 
He was of a refpeftable family; being the fon of Thomas Underhill, of Honing- 
ton, in Warwickfhirc, Efquke, [Strypc's Memorials^ Vol. II. p. 115.] 

" that 
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" that they (the Penjioners) would not go out of her fight/* 
intimating that " her only truft was in tbem for the defence of 
«« her pcrfon that day," 

The OuEEN was in the gallery over the gate. They then 
marched before the gallery window, ^' when (he fpake unto 
" them, requiring them as they were Gentlemen in whom Jhe 
" only trujied^ that they would not go from that place." There 
they marched up and down for the fpace of an hour, when 
news was brought that VVyat was taken, •* Anon after," fays. 
UndcrhilPs narrative, " the Guard of Pensioners were all 
" brought into the Queen's Prefence, and every one kifled her 
** handi of whom they had great thanks and large promifes^ 
** how good (he would be unto them : but i^^: or none of us 
^« got any thing, although (he was very liberal to many. 

" others that were enemies to God*s Word, a6 few of us 
" were*.'* 

The next opportunity we have of ob(ervtng the Band is on 
an occadon of f/eater tranquillity, in the year 1556, when, on 
the 20th of January there was a Mufter before the Queetu 
«• At Greenwich Park the Queen's Pensioners muftered in 
** bright Harnefs, and many barbed Horfes. Every Pensioner. 
** had three Men in Green Coats^ guarded with White ; fo they 
♦* rode about the Park, three in rank, upon Horfes, with Spears 
*« in their hands, the Qo\oMr%. White 2,vi^ Green \. Afore rode 
" Trumpeters blowing j next ^ Man of Arms^ bearing a iSr^?;/- 

* Strypc's Mtmorials, Vol. Til. p. 89, where the atx)ve narrative is given from 
Fox's MbS. The Queen accounted this fo ^rcat an efcape, that Medals were 
Aruck in remembrance of it, [Evelyn's Nuinifmata, p. 92.] 

t Thefe were favourite colours^ and ofren ufcd in Badges by the Houfe of 
Tudor. [Archaeologia, Vol. VI. p. 183.] A Green and White uniform was worn 
by the Lord High Admiral (Clinton) and his Captains, on the reception of the 
Prince of Spain. [Strype's Memorials, Vol. III. p. lao.] 

dard 
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« dard of Rid ^'tind' Tallow ; in the Standard '?l IVhite Hart*, 
•• and on the one fide a B&CiJ Eagle with gilded Legs +i Be- 

* tween Two and Three of the clock they came down and 

* muftercd before the Queen at the Park Gate: before the 
^ Pensioners rode many. Gentlemen on Genneis J and light 

* HorfeSy one whereof rode upon the fincft Jl/a/^||. that ever 

* was feen, and fo theyr rode to and fro before her Majcfty. 
< At length the Queen thanked them all for their pains, and 
<^ fo they departed;, there were of the Pensioners Fifty and 
^ more, befides their Men of JJirnn^^ 

In theyear I557i there was a fimilar Mufter in Hyde Park ; 

* The QuEEN^s Pensioners muftered in Hyde Park, and all 
^ their men in Green Cloth and White §." 

Ift the early part of the Reign of Queen Elizabbthv Sir, 
we do not meet with any material change in the Band itfelf. 
The eflablilhmenty as to the number both of Officers and Per^ 
*JionerSj was the fame as it had been left by Queen^Mary ; but 
the^pay'of the latter feems to have been advanced to- 50/. each**. 
Another advantageous circpmHiance likewife occurs at ibme 
period in this reign,, viz/ Diet at a Royal Table, allowed to tl^ 
'Geintlemen in Waiting, as well as to the Officers j though we have 
no date to fix the time of its taking place, with any de-« 

« 

* The Hurt was one of the Qutteen's cognizanceSf for k -appears upon u Stan- 
dard borne at her funeral* [Strype's Mem* III. 466*] 

f 'A part of King Pbilip's armorials Bearing!,^ as the foa of the Empeibr 
Charles V. • 

\ Small Spaniih horfes. Tho^ riders Were aK>ft probably part of the Suite of 
King Philip. 

It The Spanifh Mules were at that -time rn great requeft,'fo that though we 
have feen Cardinal Wolfey mounted on his Muleivk the preceding Reign, it muft 
not, I fear, be attributed to his humility. 

§ Strype*s Memorials, Vol* III* p« 444^ 

** Peck's Defiderata Curiofa,V©l. I. p, .59, . 

4 gree 
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gree of prccifion. The fadl itfelf is only to be collo^ted from 
lome Articles for the government of the Band^ which will be 
produced prefently^ 

Notwithftanding the latitude of ^^rterly-waftingf which vte 
have ieen was obtained as an md^ilgence to the Bandy towards 
the end of the reign of King Henry VIIL by Sir Anthony 
Browne, w€ find the wiiole body in frequent attendance on her 
Majefty, both in the Court and m Progrefles :— Thus in the year 
1598, Hentzner informs us heikw theQuBSN go to Chapel on 
^ Sunday (and it does not appear to have been a high feftival) 
when (he was ^< guarded on each iide by the Gentlemen 
Pensioners, Ftfty in number, with gib Battk^/hoes ^ ^'' As 
the whole Band attended the Qvexn on certain occaiions, when 
ihe moved in domeftic ftat^, it cannot be foppofed but that it 
cicorted her in progrefles abd^ other (unilar moiremefits of tbe 
Court, as we find it did in a (hort excurfion made by tlitc 
Queen (1561) ii^iro various parts of the City of London and its 
adjacencies f. A^in, in the year 1 364, when the Queen vi- 
fited the Univerfity of Cambridge, where ihe was entertained 
with literary and fcholaflic exercifes, (he was eicorted to a Play 
by <^ ^//the Pensiomees on both fides, with torch«6aves ;^.'* 

* The tranflation of HcnCzner't Travels i« publiihed feparately from the 
Latin, (Arft ipfxnttA togctlitr at Strawbeny-HUt), in DodAey's Fugitive Piecci. 
Vol. II. p. 275. Hentzner, on this occafion, in the original, diflifigntflies the 
Pevfionen by the Title of Satbllites^Nobilis. The MS. accouats of the 
Queen's Houfhold agree with this in point of number. The Band^ upon Saa- 
days and other days, when the King goes to Chapel> has now a refpe^ble part 
of the Chapel appropriated to it. 

t Stryi^e's AnnaJs. Vol. I. p. 169. ad. Edit. 

X Peck's De&derata Curiofa^ Vol* II. p. %^1. 
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The moft fpleiidid appearance^ however, that was made hy 
fthe Sand on fuch occaiions, feems to have been when the 
QuESN honoured Henry Lord - Huafdon, her kinfmau, and 
Captain of the £anci^ with a vifit at Huufdou Houfe in Hert- 
fordihire, in the year 1580^. A Painting of this procefTion, 
chade by comniand of Lord Hunfdon himfetf, is preferved, frona 
whit:h a- Print was engraved by Verluc, and the plate, Sir, is 
jnow the property of your Society. In this Painting the Gen- 
tlemen oftbe BanJ'^re dreffed uniformly in B/aci Cloaks (of 
the faOiton of the times) with RufTs about their Necks, and gold 
Chains over their (houlders; the -other parts of their Drefs are 
of different colours, without any adherence to uniformity fi 

• • • 

tfhe Queen, by this appearance of the Band, drefled in an 
Oiutward garment of Blaci^ does not feem to have had any re- 
gard to the colours of Green and White^ for which both her fa- 
ther and her iifter had fuch a predileftion ; yet perhaps we may 
venture to date the Black facings of the prefent Uniform from 
this reign, though i do not kobw ^that we (hall have any op- 

m 

^ The QcEEtr and iJenry Lord Hunfdon were maternally Coufins in the firft 
degree, both being defcended from the fame Grandfather-— thua^: 

Sir Tboows Bullen, afterwards 
Darl of Wiltfliire, 

■ j_ — , — ^ ^ 

Anne Bullen =p K, Hen. VIILI Mary=pWm. Carey 

Elizabeth. Henry, created 

Lord Huifffion. 

t As ^e Print docs not Ihcw the Colours of the Habits of the Band^ I 
have been favoured with thefc particulars, given from a View of the original 
Painting, now in the CoUeSion of the Right Hon. Lord Digby, at Sherborjic 
Qaftle, in Dorfctfhire. * 

G portunitf 
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portuaity of tracing k^. Thus much, Sir^ I h«ve been able 
to giv« yok^f as to the ctvil' line of efeortc m which the 
Qjieen ufed the Band; but we find (he likewife ibmetUncS' 
faw them in the fields as hec lifter had dooe, in Muf- 
ters atid martial exereifes. lu the year 1554) there wat a Tik 
Jperformcd by the Band before her Majefty^ at Greeowichy on 
which occaiion Lifts were prepared in the Parte, <« for the 
** Queen's Pension brsi who were to^ run with Spears V^ 
Agaia» Sir, Stowe tells us,, that on the 28th of Marcbi 1569^ 
<^ The Peiiiioners, well appointed in armour on horfeback, mu& 
** tered before the Queen's Majefty in Hyde Park, bciide Weffi* 
*♦ minfter J/' 

Towards the clofe oi this reign it ^peiu's, ft oia feme QrdU 
tumces for the regulation of the Band,, that the Peiwioivsxs 
were allowed a ^tfart€rly^Waiting in diriiions, fb that only om 
third part of the Band (and that with fecial leave of the Qubbm 
or the Officers) be abfent at a time. From tbefe Artideeie is 
evident that the Gentlemen (thofe 00 duty at leaA) hai a 
^ahky which they never appear to have had before, in common 
with the Captain,, and others their fuperior Ofvic&ms, and that 
it extended both to Dinmr and Supper. Tbefe Orders I have 19* 
ierted at large, not only to eftablifti this point, but to (hew the 
difcipline then pradifed in the Corps, and the Attendance^ Re^ 
gularity^ and Obedience expedlcd fpcm it. To thefe Articles is ad« 

* The Queen might iw)w chufc to differ as mueh as pofiblc from Q. Mary, 
even in mimxt'te, though fhe temporized in them while her Hffer was on the 
throne : for on Q. Mary's acceffion, 1553, ^'^^o ^^^ Princefs £UBid>eth came to 
the Cbofly her Retinue was uniformly drefled,^^ in Green guarded with ff^bite 
« Velvet, Satin, Taffata, or Cloth, according to their Qyaliiics." {Strypc's Mc- 
morialsj VoL IIL p* 14* from the Cott. Lib. Vitelliits, F.} 

t Strype's Annals, Vol. I. p. 193. ad EdiU 

\ Chronicle. 
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^cd the Oath to be takeii by the Lieutenant and Standakd* 
BEARER in this reign. They are to be found, together with the 
Orderg ma4e in the timecf Sir Anthony Browne, fairly copied on 
veltvim, io the Harleian Library, [N^ 6 14£,] figned by Sir Henry 
Graye, Lieutenant, and by another perlbn (perhaps the 8tan- 
•dard^bearer) whofe name is written very iUegifaly, and with a 
docquet, in tliefe words, ^ This Booke agreeth with the Booke 
^^ made in the tyine of Kyoge Hetiry th^eig^ figned then with 
^« the King's owne hand, which remaioetfa with my Lord our 
^ Cavtain/* Py a note in another hand- writing the C^mv is 
explained to have been George the iecond Lord Hunfdm^ which 
ciFCumllance wiil lead us nearly to the date of this propwlgttion; 
ibr he (occee^ed bis fxtfaer Hmry^ die firft Lard Bm^n^ in the 
fommaod of the BavPi on bis deccaict 1 5^6, ao4 died himi^lf 
ta the pod 1 60^ veij foon after the acceflioo of King James. 
With a t2;anicrift Qi theie Articles^ Sir, I iball doie this 
reign. '^ 



"Hbe JRTlCLES Honking to i he /aid Gentlemen Pen- 

SIOif£StS« 

] • Firft, Her Highnes fleafure and commaundment rV, that as many 
of the /aid Gentlemen Pencyoncrs as bi or hereafter Jhall be 
ordeyned and admitted^ being not lycenced by her M(yejlie^ the 
Captaine, Lieutenant, or Standard-Bearer, be in the Queene's 
Chamber of Prefence every holy day e by nyne g/" the clocke ip 
tie fore noontf and every working daye by tenne of the clocke^ 
and there to give attendaunce with their Axes, ready to knowe 
what Jball be commaunded them by the Qucenc's Majeftie, 
ibe Captaine, ^ Lieutenant, . or Standard-bearer, 
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1. Itcmi TTxe /aid Gevithtx^cn -Ptncyonets fayle not to bear the it 
AxeSf and to, ghe attendaunce upon the Queeae*s Majellie 
every fache d^ye or dayes as her Grace Jball come ahrdade tOk 
Morninge Prayer^ the ProeeJJion^ or Offeringe^ and from Morn^, 
inge Primer ;. to Evenfonge^ and from Evenfonge ;. and Jo keepc , 
the place where her Highnes Jball pft£t to and fro as large as 

the rome vdllkroe. 

^ •♦•••♦ 

3< Itam, ifirr Grace^s commaundment is^, Tbat^ in* her M^jedlc^ 
frogteffe-tymei or in arty other removinge^ ^^ yf ^^^ Highnes 
doth ryde^ the faide Gentlemen PeDc^oners Jbull, ktepe fuch0 
fiaces as to them .Jhal be appointed by-tbeir C^ptaine^ Lieut 
tenant, or Standar<Kbearer» 

4 

4. Item^ Hhe Qoeen'^ comaundment is^ That afwelVin b)sr mofie 

honnorahle Chamber^ as in alt other places where her Highnes 
fiaU pajfe bythem^ and zix. their Boarde, they doe ufe honefl 
communicacon^ with fobernes^ that is to wit^ without^OatheSf. 
or any Rage in talke. 

5. Item, That all the wboleB^ind of /he faid Gentlemen Pencyou- 
ers, or as many of them as be refaunt within the Court e for tBe 
tytHey doe accompany /i6^.Captaine, Lieutenante, or Standard- 
bearer ^^a?i their Dyuinge or SnppUige Place to the Qucene's 
mojie Honourable Chambers. 

6. Item, The Queen's further pleafure is, that evry of the faide 

Gentlemen Pencyoners /&tf//, at all' tymes^ be obedient and 
conformable to all fuche ftrvice as Jhatl appertaine to the 

_ _ • 

Queeae's Majeftie, wherein Jh'e ought to be ferved by tb^-Jaid^ 
Gentlemen, or by any of them ^ afwell in ber Grace^s Cham- 
bers, as in all other places where her pteafure Jhalbe to be ferved^ 
by the commaundement offuch asjbally for the tyme beings have 
^su&horitye to commaund and appfointe the faid^enikmea Pen- 
Cyopers^ as all other the Quecne*s fervaunfs.. 

7* Item^ 



7; Jtem, Tf tbe/aiJ GeinletMnFtucyoncrSf praf^oftim^ doe 
fkiie the dam of their appear ance in the place and bowers hefore 
mencyonedy then the Checke to be for the frji default e the lojfe 
of Three dales Wages^ and for the fecond defaulte the loffe of 
Sixe dales fFages^ and for the third- defaulte the loffe (f Fif 
teene dayes ff^ages^ 

8. Item, If the faid Gentlcmeruf or any of tiem^- faile their at- 
tendaunce the dales of theQixccnt^s Highnes removinge^ af 
v^ell at the takynge of her horjiy as at her light Inge ^ or be ahfent 
when her Majeftie goetb to Chappell to Morning Prayre^ PrO' 
cefffon^ or Offeringe^ and from Marninge Prayre ; to Evenfonge^ 
and from Evenfonge ; then the Check to he like damages as is ex-^ 
prejfed in the Article' above declare di 

« 

5^ Item, The Qiic^ne's Majcftie's pleafurt 4snd commaundement is. 
That every of the faide Gentlemen Pencyoners Jhatl have his 
Axe borne after him with a fufficient man^ the Axe beinge 
cltane and bright y afyoell in all places out of her Grace's Courte^ 
at within the fame Court e unto fuche place or placis whereas 
\yohere\ every Gentleman Pencyoner ought of duty to beare it 
himjilf uponpaine of the Queeoe's Highnes difpteafure.- 

10. Item, Where [whereas'] the Qveenes Majeftie's pleafure /V, 
That every of the faid Gentlemen Jhall have three Mohthes 

' Itbertie in the Tear e of not waitinge^fo they take that tibertie by 
the appointment and knowledge of^her Majefty, the Captaine, 
Lieuteuante, or Standard-Bearer, or of any of them : aljo when 
and hs many tfthem as Jhall obtayne any Jucbe lycfnffy they Jhall 
thereupon J ere they departefrom the Courte^ give acknowledgement 

. to the Clarke of the Checke, or his Deputicj of the tyme and 
tymes oftheirefaid licenfcy with the returnes of the fame ^ or elfe 
the faid licenfe to be voyde and \they'\ to be checked for their e 

abfence^ 

ii.Item^ . 
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II. Itcm^ Furthermore^ bir Majeftie's fleajurt M^ natwitbfani^ 
tnge any fyeence given to any of the faide Cfonl^emen Pchcy- 
oncrs by her Grace, the Captainc, LieateMnte, or Standard- 
bearer, that f he fatd CAVTAiUy Lieut^namt^ or Stan- 
PARD-Bearer doe ahxfoys farefee that fherejhail not be abfent 
at no tyme nor iymes above the third parte ^jfi&f Band of the 
faide Gentlemen Pencyoners. 

j2^ Item, That evry of the faide Oentlemen Pencyoners be well 
and fufficiently provided andfurnijbed cf bis two -Great Horfes 
for bimfelf and bis /ervaunte^ according to his^atbtf with 
Hamefs and all other habiliments to the fame appertaynlnge^ to 
he ready with the premijes within J wo dales warnings given 
•unto them iy theire Captaine, Lieutenante^ or Standard* 
bearer uponpaine (f forfeiture oftenne dales Wages for the firft 
defauUey and for thefccond defauUe to forfeit a months Wdges^ 
,andfor the third offence to be clearly txpulfed and put out of the 
^me 2/*^ XSeutlemao Penconer^ ^nd to lofe his whole farter's 
PTages. 

fij^ Iteifiiy Ti^^ Clarcke of the Cheeky or fkcbe bis Depsaie as 
Jhalbe thought fu^cient by the Captaine, Lieutenant or Stan^ 
dard^bearer, to admyt^ fhaU be every daye in the Quecne^s 
.Grace's Chamber ofPrefence by nyne of the Clocke before Noone^ 
there to receave the appearance of the faide Gentlemen Pen.- 
toners : and aJfo thefaid Clarcke^ or bis Deputy^ to he at all 
^ther placis where the faide Gentlemen fhaU be appoynied Jo 
give theire attendaunce upon the Queene*s Majeftie. 

^4, Item^ I'he Queene's pkafttre is^ That every Gentle awa l^n- 
cyoner fballpay te iif Clarcke of the Checke, at tbe-taUnge 
of his Otbe^ Sen Shi/lings^ mobrch the Clarke mgbte of Jutye 
ftp kave;^ and that is^ to mhtej for the givinge ofevetysftbe 

faide 



fuHe Getirlemeft hh Otitbe Sixe ShilUngs and Eight PencCy 
and the other three Shiliings and Fwoir Pehct is for the top^e 
of the fame Oat he to them myni/iered^ as afore fdide^ and of all 
tbefi Articles to he by the f aid Clarke delivered to every of the 
faide Gentlemen Pencyoneps* 

^he OATHlli of the Lieutehantc ^W Standard-* Bearer *• 

You Jkallfweare tt he trenae and faithfull fuljeSe and fernnanu 
nnto our Sovercigne Lady Elizabeth by the Grace of God 
Qoeene of England, Fraunce, and Ireland, Defender of the 
faiihe, &c. in earth fiifrtme heade of the Churches of E^nj^and 
4md Ireland^' accorSrtg to the Umitacon of the A&i made for the 
fiahlifhment of her Higbnes Jiicc^n inthe Crowne ymferiall of this 
her Realm of England and Ireland ^' Andyou^fb^dl truely and dilih 
gently give your atiendaimce in the Rome ^Lieutenaunt^ \dr SfaA« 
dard- bearer] £/" /^tf Band fl/* her Majeftie*6 Genilen^en Pencbn- 
ers# Toufhalhe retayned to naeffrnt nepfones of no degree or eondl^ 
con by Oat he ^ Uveryy Badge ^ Promife^ or otherwife^ but only ta her 
Grace, withoute her ef^cial licence : And you fhall not hereafter 
heare or Itnowe of arty tbinge that fhalbe hurtful or prejudiciall tt) 
hermoj/ie'Royall p/ane^ or to her Hefres in forme abovefaid^ efpecially 
in ^rea^n^ butyoufhull withfland tt tt> iff uttermojle of your power ^ ^ 
and the fame^ "dtfith all diligence to you pofjtble^ reveale and diftlofk 
totbeQatend^^ Highnes,-^r to your Cz^t^ncfbr the ty me beings or 
in bis abfenee, to fame of her Majeflie's Privy Councell^ or for want& 
of them to the Lieutcnante of the faid Gentlemen Pencioners, or 
to fucbe 6tb(r as yourfball knowe mil difcover the fame to bet' 
Grace. You pall be continewally furnifhed of. double Horfe and 
Men^ and provide that your felf and your men may be alfoe' 

• # 

<* Matatii motandiff. 
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well fumijhed with Hameje according to your Rome^ to Kferve 
jhe Queene's Majeftie, in tyme of neede^ or otberwife for her 
Grace's pleafure. Toujhall trudy aud diligently to your power oh* 
ferve and keepe from this day forward, all and e^eryfuch reafonable 
Articles^ Rules^ andOrdinaunceiMsfbalLiejievifed.by tbeQ\xttut'% 
Majeftie, and fet fortbe^ Jigned with her Grace's handj for your 
better Vfage and Order. And all fucbe caufes as l^ waye (ffecre-- 
eye and councell fhalbe fl)ewed unto you by the Queene*s Majeftie, 
the Captaine, or iy bis LLeutcuairte, you fiiall keepe fecrete with^ 
out difcoveringe of the fame to any per fon^ or perjons tillyou.Jhall be 
thereunto comaunded, A$td alfoe you fball make your Mufter in fucbe 
Mameffe and other liabilyments of War re and upponfuch Horjfes as 
Jbalbe your owne proper goodes and n^neoiher mans. And this you 
fhall well and truely ob ferve andieepc, and ferve tbeQueent's High- 
•iic% in the Jaide Rome ^i>r Majeftie's;Lieu tenant [or Standard- 
bearer}^^ be/pe you God, and by the holy Contents ofthisBooke. 
.- The Ba^d, Sir, in point of .fplendor aad refpefltability, fecms 
jto have jpailed its meridian with .the Demife of the Slfieeny as 
*y^ry foon after that event it fell into dif-efteem, owing to the 
partialities x)f her fucceflbr, which Is evident from accounts of 
unqueilionabie .authority. The ftate -oi it on the Kino*s ac- 
^cefiion cannot better appear than from the following Let- 
ter from George Isord Hun/don^ Captain of the Pensioners, 
addrefled to K. Jame6, immediately on the Queen's death, 
and before her Obfequies were performed. We (hall there find 
a defcription of the Band as it fl:ood at that period, conform* 
ably with what we have before fcen in the ^een^s life-time ; 
from wheBce, we may further difcern that its primary intention 
iivas then adhered to in Difcipline, Dignity, and in the ^ality 
pf the Gentlemen themfelves, as well as that its original ap- 
pearance in Accoutrements, and other military Appendages' was 
likewife preferved. 

6 A Let- 
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A Usati fratt OMrgeLord Htmf^on toK. jAMl^i, b6f<yfeh£ dime 
ie£ugiand, ufon the-demcfe of QveeV £Li2Afifttll^.^ 

^^ Moft mighty and moft gracious Liege and Sovereign^ among 
*^ many .other Honours and Duties which I do owe unto the 
*« memory of my late cTeceafed Sovereign this is not the leafl:^ 
^« that It pleafed her Majefiy upon the deceafe oi my Lord and 
*« Father, and who alfo enjoyed the fame honourable officet 
^^ to grace me with the Captainship of her Band of^GEN^ 
^ TLEMEN Pensioners, which Place and Dignity I have' to this 
•* prcfent enjoyed : for the fUrtliier continuance whereof I hum- 
** bly defire to uiidferftatid yourMAjESTY^s diredion, and with* 
♦< all do thiiik it i ilialtei' agreable fd my Duty and'AllcgianqQ 
^ plainly and truly to Inform your Majesty of the Inftitutibnp 
<* Nature, Quality, and Service of this Honourable Band. They 
«< arqiu all F/)9y Gentlemen, bcfides Myself,- the Lieutb* 
^ NANT, Standard-bearer, Clerk of the Cheque, and 
" Gentleman Harbinger, chofen out oF the beft and anti^^it- 
<^ eft Families of England, and fome of them Sons te JSaf/Sf 
«' BaronSrKnigbis^ mdEJqmres^ Men thereunto cfpeciallyj:eG<Hn*» 
«* mended for their worthynefs and fttfiiciency, without anji 
« Stain or Taint of diflionour, or diiparagement in Blood. Her 
<> Majejly and other Princes her predeceflbrs have found great 
^^ ufe of their fervice^ as well in tht guard and defence! of their 
<< Royal peffons^ as alfo in: fundry other important etoptoy^* 

^^ oacnts^ as weH civil as military, at home and abroatfj info- 
«< much as it hatfe ferved4;heiii^f*vays as a nurfery to? brcfed uj^ 
<* Deputieroi Ireiandi /<te*^iil?^j iiKa foreign parts, Confifeitors 

* ThUI>«tter, is printed in foino «f Dr. ChamberlayneV Prefenlt^Sc&tbi,^ y\z: 
17371 ^"^ 17489 bull have never been able to find the Orig)i>ali or aiiy oiMt 
; Copy of it, , . ' , 

H- «*of 
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** of State^ Captains of the Guard, Governors of Phces, anJ 
<^ Commanders io ch$ Wars^ both by Land ^tid Setu Withaift 
•• I cannot omit to fignify to your Majesty their Alacrity and 
** AScdion wherewith, upon the dcccafe of her Higbnefs^ tljcy 
^« did embrace your Majesty's title aiKl caufe ; infomuch that^^ 
*« upon my motion, they did moft willingly offer themfelvcs^ 
*• to a ftrong and fettled combination^ by a folemn Oath and 
4i Vow,* todeftnd and prolecute your Majesty's lawful Righ^ 

«* and Title by themfelves, their Friends, Allies, jind FoUow- 
«« ers (being no contemptible portion, of this kingdom) to the 
<< laft. drop of their Blood, againft all impugjiiers whatfbever ; 
^< with which bumble and dutiful! defires of theirs to ierv:e 
^^ your Majesty,. I thought it my part aiid duty to acquaii^t 
'•'you, and withall humbly defire to know your Majesty *& 
** pieafure and refolutipn as concerning them, 1 have caufed, 
•^ thecti to remain all about the Court with their Horfes^ Ar^^ 
«« mour^ and Men^ to atteiid the Body of our late Royal Miftre/s^ 
«' and being generally aft defirous to wait lipoii your Majesty 
♦* at your entry into this kingdom, as thofe that would be 
*• loth to be f^coiifd todny in all obfequious and ferviceable Du- 
** ties to your Majesty, wherein I humbly defire your Ma-^ 
** jESTY^s further dire6lion, 

^ And ever defire Almighry God; &c/". ' 

i 

If it, be. neceflary to add to this account, as here left us ty 
the. thea Captain, it will only tend to (hew that the Ban0 
loft much of its Dignity early in the reign of King Janaes*.: 
This comparative view q£ i«j comf rized in fo very fttort a pe^- 
riody cannot be better difcoveced thanfrpna the following tefti*- 
mony of 3^(^i&/5r Earl oi Clare (who had been in the Band when 
Sir John Holies)* delivered in thefe words, by his kuifman MV. 
Gervafe Holies—" I have heard the Earl of Clare fay that when 
•* be vvafi Pensioner to the Queen, he did not know a worfe 

*^ maa 
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^Mxuui of the whole Band, thau hirn&l^;' and that all fhe 
<V world knew he had then an inheritance of 4^000 A a year. 
<^ It was the conilanc cuftom of that Queen/' continues Mr« 
Holies^ ^< to call out of all counties in the kingdom the Gentle^ 
^^ men of the greatcft bopes^ and the bed fortune and families^' 
<< and with thofe to fill the more honourable Roonb^ ^Places! 
<< of her Hou(bold Servants, by which fhe honoured them, 
^^ oUiged their Kindred and AUjrance, and fortified Herfelf */* 

From hence we may obferve, Sir, ' that it was not the emo- 
lument or any lucrative motive which in that reign made geo- 
tjemen ioUicitous to be admitted into the Bani> ; but the pure 
dignity of the poft itfelf, added to the laudable ambition of 
being employed in public chara£t:ers abroad, or of filling* high 
offices at home, . 

. Mr. Holies then goes on with fome afperity, and is more fe« 
vere upon King James and his adherents than I chufe to re* 
peat ; adding that when moft of thofe rooms were filled by 
fuch inconfiderable perfons as were preferred by favourites, or 
as money introduced, the better fort of the Gentry forfbok 
the Court ; and among the reft Sir John Holies. The Queen'g 
fiudious attachment to the external honour of her Court by the 
choice of proper officers, as well in point of perfonal appearance, 
as in birth and education, is given us by Francis Oiborne, £fq; 
who lived near the time of which he writes ; though it m^fl be 
cbnfefTed, that from one inflance which he mentions, the Queen 
feems to have carried her attention fbmetimes to a frivolous 
nicety +• " This Princefs/* fays he, " in imitation of her Fa^ 

* Collios*8 Hiflorical CoUedions of the hmiXm of Cavendiib, HoUet, fce« 
p. 84. r 

' t OfborDc's Works, p. 374. This gentlcnuui wtt Iheo a Caijet of ibe family 
feated at Chickfandsi in Bedfordfliir^^ the bcadof whidi is the prefent Sir George 
Ofboroe, Bart. &c. 

H « ^ ** ther. 
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*-. Ihfft Hepry YiPi did adiaoit ni«A kbo«t her'fot Ptx^rw^^ 
*i M^j^Sy Pripj^'^bahit^^MMh% Sqm9fes^o£ the Sody^ diri^ers^ Cup^ 
<^ Ifanrs^ Sewers^ 4(€. (viihiiDh ware uot a &a^ it)* numbep) but 
^^ pcjiif^QSof ^j^aixire^ Streng^, andttrtfa^ Fef«ifi(ig to'otie'her 
^^' S^^'?^^ ^eo^^tMJfu} b^ore. aay eoold be* admitted^ te rii6^ 
f ijOf a^^fl;, pU^j^ ia; her; hp»it)) bccaufe hk^ tikitUt^* *aUffti^' yci ' 
^ \^ ii^vfir^ feao^KQ ta defert ai;^ fiw agecMr other* infiftinfy^ 
«« aiiher oaf f i|)^<}lte4 but eit)h6i\ coutinued^ tliems oi'^ \ipoa thciir' 
<S (|i^I:)2|cgj^ . g^ue (hmi * coafidprablb atid tvtU-^aid^ penfibBS. 
<S A^ fpr Ijef (?^ri/i l^ets^^ P^rtips^ and aW'itt^ihg befo^^ 
<5 ilaU^^, tt^f^ W|Qre^ o£ io iio» lefe exiraoiidin»ry ^(ifle^ than* adi'- 
*f. v^^j fifl?ySh9Rtfagi throwing. tliB>Bar>' the Wfei^htv'WVefflingi 

But to return. Sir, more immediately to the TenfhneHi' 
A^^Uyi' ti> , tviha^ is; i^atedrria.Iiffr^'A^/SftNi^/ £!,ettinv-that the 
Band» w^j, a Seniiuary frotn^ wltich were derived Statcfftlfen, and* 
j^ii; off BmiiieBory in'^^ various dbpArtmeiits, ffeveral rtia^'lfa* 
trocci^twhouarofif. t(>bi^ll Etnj^loynicnts, and^one ihdced^became 
ultimatelyi, IfxW Gf^knMlor, ^ This was 5//* Chrijlopher Ration,^ 
\y1»» 10 the:Rcigi^'<^0^eeiiEil2rabeth, frbm b'eing dne orthe> 
.R^ Gfe^jJTisEMiN' Pfil^sidKrRs Was aftfervvards fucceffively ;, 
v^GtMbm^t^' of t\i^ Privy'^CAanibi^r — Cdptajn of tlfo 'Y}6men of 
the Guahd-^F^cr^CfjptHMm:^'^ of the Garter — aiid^ at, 

laft, HfGH-G:ff A^'^LioR'J; ^ Nothing, could do mace h^jmour. 

to th^^AND than that one ofjt fiiould anfe to the firft civil Em^- 

•- •,». . ',.'. . 

ployment in the kingdom^: in,fo ipijie^ a.graup, bawcvor,, wc 

* This was the term given to the Gentlimen of the PrivyzChgnfk^^ and. is ta 
t By thcfc are meant Teomin-\Jttitxs^ a branch of the Yeomen, of the GiiarcK 




M 



t.Sfi& Vtfc>)u«t»H«atoi», in Coltfr^V Peerage^ 1735, and StfypQ's AnJoalSjVoL 
11. In Appendix, p. 158. 
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tjiuft expt^ on a. near infpe^tion, to 6nd a variety of charac* 
ters i ancf accordingly^ on the other handj I atn now to men* 
tlon another of this- Corps, who* in the Reigo before us, dif^ 
graced his PoU ^s much ae Sir Chrijlopber had before refleftea 
Lufirb upoii it.. ^ This Gentleman was of the ancient and 
noble name^ of Percy^ Coufin to Heiiry then jE^r/ of Nor^ 
thumherlan^ Captain of the Band, and who, unfortunateljf 
both for himielf and his Kinfaaan, was deeply engaged in the 
Popifti Plot. He appears to have been the moft active and 
atrocious abettor of thati Confpiracy, iniomuch that a particular 
Pro^amation was iiTued (1605) containing not only a promiie 
of Pardon to any of his accon>plices who fhould apprehend him; 
b« oflter4iig a Ite warrd of* One Thoufand Pounds at the Udfi\ to any 
that (Kopld bring, him alice, as much iniight was expected from, 
his Confcffion towards the difcovery of his Aflpciqtds, aiid thef^ 
unravelling that myfterious affair *. Mr. Percy did not fufier 
the diffgftitfe of ail executiori, as many others did, being killed 
with a fevv of his confederates, in a rencontre with the Pofle- 
Comitates in the country whither they bad fled: \Mt the 
Eanl'oi Nortbunihriwid^' ^^h-hf a'fentencc of^ the Star-CHam- 
be!", fined Thirty ThoufXiid Pounds, and not only deprived' 
of all his Places, but cpndemned to perpetuat icoprifonanent 
for mifpr/ifion of Treafeiv in adbitttiag kts Ritifndani whbwi' 
hie: knew' ta hera Popifti'R€€U?fettt, ihro*the Band, without ten-' 
dferii^g* to- him' thb OarR. ' The Ear! vvas accordingly cpmmitte<t, 
to the Tower, where he remained fifteen years t. All this appears^ 

from't 

* T4iid^Pro«5laini i6n is exfattt (^fifdh^*crfflefg relaritfe to^ thisljufincfs)' itf a 
printed Copy, poblifhcd by Authority, 1609/ 

• f More particulars oilAx; Percy^ relative td thc'Conrpiracy, not to our imme- 
diate purpofc, may be fecti in R^pWft iH^ftl of^Engl. [\?ol. II. p. iji. Fol.*] It 
'is^ however, worth obfcrvicg, that the fate of foih^ c^" tl^ Co^fpiratbrs who 'ficd 
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from Dugdale's Baronage — Wilfoq's Life of King James— *and 
from the Trial of Henry Garnctt, in the State*Trials ; but I am 
^ofl'efTed of a larger detail of what paiTed in the Star-Cbamber 
on that occalion, from a MS. in the CotConian Library. [Vef- 
pafian, XIV. fol. 451. J which I give in a Note. It isi written 
in the form of a Letter, though without Name, Date, of Ad-' 
drefs," and feems to have been drawn up, either by a PiaSifer hi 
that Court, or by another perfon prefent it the Trial, and has the 
appearance of being a rough copy of what was feat to fome 
gentleman of confequence, then at a diilance from London ^. 

Thus 
« 

was fingularly appoiite to tbeir intended crime; for two or three of them, whp 
had fortified themfelves in a hpufe in which they were befieged, loft their lives 
by the explofion of a barrel of their own Gun-fowder. [f^arrjngton's Nu^as An- 
tique, Yol. .11. p^ 239.] 

•Sir, • 

The Procefle againft my Lord of Northumberland, on Fryday wai fevenight 
(as all other matters of that nature) may be divided into two. general Heads, 
' I. The Crimes objefted againft him, and, 

2. The ?untlhment impofed. 

The Crimes, which, under the nfune of Contempteg^ were layed to his 
charge, I mean thofa whereon, out of his own yerbal confeffion, his fenteace was 
gk-ounded, were (befideg many other of lefs importance) prinoipally Three, 

' I. The firft was his employing of Percy a year and a half before the Qt^een's 
death into Scotland, to procure of his Majefty a' mitigation for Catholiques, and 
lome toleration of their religion : and that the King's favour in this b^halfe 
might be wholly at the difpofal of my Lord of Northumberland, that his Lord- 
ihip might hold the Catholiques in a kind of dependency and fufpenfe, till his 
MajeRy might bare peaceable entry and quiet poiTeffion. By which means, faid 
Mr. Atturney,.he went about to derogate from the King's authority, by ftealing 
away the heartes of his fubjeAes, and making himfelf 4iead of lb& moft ftdious 
and traiterous fa£Hon in the kingdom. 

The fccond was his making of Percy a Peksioker. 

1. knowing him to be a jefuitical and turbulent Papift. 

2. without his Majefty's privity. 

3. Without 
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Thos much, Sir, I have taken the liberty of adding, with 
reipeifl to individuals of very different complexions, and wrH 
now proceed with the aggregate body . 

The principal circomftance remaining to be obferved in this 
Reign is, that the ^ahU which was provided for the Band in 
the eftabliihment of Queen Elizabeth, feen>s to have been com* , 
muted for an equivalent in "Board-Swages : for I have before me 
an Order on the Exchequer, figned by the King, in the year 
1616, for an impreft of Six Itboufand Pounds for fVages and 
Board-wages then due to the Officers and the Band in general ^« 
This exchange does not feetn to have taken place till within a 
very ihort time before the date of the Order, as it there carries 
the appearance of a »ew Regulation, 2kiA h- cdXitA an Encreafe 

ef Wages and Allowances to the whole Band^ and further dU 

i 

' 3' •Without giving him the Oth, 

4. And that under a kind of fraud and treachery} for beings demanded whether 
be had {v/ovti Percy y or no ? he fatd«he b«d '- 

The Third was his writing q£ Letters to his teaants in the Nof th^ without 
the Kioge'^ Licence^ during the tiii^ of hia- veAraint; not for the apprehenfion 
of Percy \ but thax they Ihouid have a care of hb Rems, that tihey might not 
come to Percfs fingers, giving Percy thereby a watchword to efcape^ and fo pre- 
lerring thp faftty of a little Money before the taking of a capital Traytor; and 
confequentTy before the faiety of the King and the whole kipgdom. 

The Cenfure or Punifliment was Thirty Thoufand Pounds fine, the loffe of all. 
His offices and dignities growuig to him by the King^s favour,^ and perpetual pri- 
Ibnment *• 

* The Original is in his Majcffy's State-paper Office- 

* This wat coTioous-^for i hare Imsqd infenncd from the mo/l rc^&able authority, ttiat the 
£ar1 pennitted Thomab Percy, his Lordiiip's next bi:Qclicj>. to r^kc the Oath, inft^ad of. Thomas • 
Fcrcy the traitor. 

~ » We are told by Sir Buldrode Whftlockc, ^Memorials, p. agS.]. that the Earl fell the. fcvcrity 
of his fenceDce with fo much iodignatioo, thathe wbs srfterwarcis with difficulty prevailed upon to 
accept his icleafe, wlicn procuccd u the Km of htt'fon«'in-l«\Vrtbe Lord yifcountOtHicafler^ faying^, 
that <' nothing of ilaia upao his Honour could be made out, as to the buluiefs-of the GuD*{K>wder 
^ Trcafoo/' The Decree of the Coirt of 5tar*Chamber may be ieeo at large in the Uarleiaou 
MS8, N. 5*), 



A-efl:?, that f9r the future thqfe ftipj4aJ|e^ }?ajnj©ms (hould be 
floade qttartfrly. 

It may be obferved, hqwevipr^ <;h^, though by this Oriipr tim 
|^^<f and JikwancfS' v^eire e^J^rgpd in geot raU aud in com« 
p^t>;Ca£icf 1 of ttve 1{>^ pf P^e| a^tb^ King'a jcharge, yet it is not 
ipecifieid io \vhat prrppor^iof^s. |dii$ fytgi Jillowfiid .&all be divided i 
^ ihat we ca;inQ|t coileSt with JKXurAcy the advaiice chat vas 
tjhcD mad^ toward^ ti^e /ir^y^ii/ ^dividual etnolumente of the 
Oj^en 9Q() JSti?^</ KeTfxe&iveiy % The Books relative to the 
Bm4$ Vfhsch I hav^ f^o^ do oot reach this period by a very 
greaf; nunib^r of years i neither can any thiog biit icatiered 
accounts Ue e^peded to han^ furvwed the turbaleat parts of the 
6)Uo^s(iIlg ^cigiH a^d the Intftr-rcgpsim which eiifued« That 
I may advance nothing without Authority, I have add^d King 
James's Warrant for the above Payment in a Note f . 

Th^ 

^ I^. Chamberlayne, in his Prefent State of the year 1 748, fays, the Oemkm 
mfnPinfion^s formerly had ^TahU^ tvhich was tsJien away by King James, and 
tbat ia lieu diereof diey had 50 /• each allowed for Board IVages : but we are not 
there told in what degrees the Pay of the Opficehs was advanced. 

t James R. ^ 

Jambs, by the Grace of God, &c. To the Trcafurer and Undcr-Trca* 
furer of our Exchequeri greeting. Whereas Wee are pi eafed, out of our grai^tpos 
and princely difpofition to make an encrcafe of the w^ges and allowances of tl^; 
Captain^ Lieuunant^ Standard-bearer.^ Clark of the Cheque^ Gcutlenun Prn-. 
comrs^ GgntUnun at Jrmesj and Harbinger^ for the better enabling them to 
attend upon us, in our fervice, the fame not to exceed in any om year the fum of 
Sue Tboujand Pounds ; This (halbe therefore to will and commaund you of fuch 
our Treafureas from tyme to tyme. fhall be and remayne in the receipte of our 
faid Exchequei:, to caufe payment to be madct fr<Hn tyme to tymc;, upto Sir 
Henry Myn, K^t* now Paymafter of the faid Batid, and to the Paymafter here* 
afte;: for th« tymi; btiog» of all fuche fome and ibmmes of money as fliall ap- 
peare (o be due unto them the faid Captaine^ Lieutenant^ and the reft ef the Of- 
foors and Band refpedively, upon Quarterly Rolles, fubfcribed by the faid Cap* 

tainet 
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In this Reign, Sir, I iirft difcern a Pay-Ma/ierpcculmly appro-> 
priated to the Bano. . Thitherto they had been paid at fome of 
the PubH6k Offices,^ in con^mon with the reft of the Royal Houf- 
hold. It was moft probably on occaiion of the compofition juft 
mentioned, wherein IVages and Board-wages were thus coufb- 
lidated, that a particular Pay-^Mtifter was appointed. The very 
words of King James's Warrant are of themfelves fufficieut to 
afcertain this mitter, which are^ that payment be made from 
Xvco^ to time, ^* unto Sir Henry Mynn, Knt. now Pay-Mafter 
•* of the faid Band, and to the Pay-Mafter hereafter for the 
V time, being, &c." 

. In aU the former/ed^bliiho^ents which I have feeii, no Pay^ 
MajUr appears : but in tb^t of the year i 61 5 ♦ Sir Henry Mynn 
i&i ipeciiied to have ^j^ad th^ office, in which he is.lilQewiie 
found in the years 1616 and 1617+* The fal^ary annexed to 
this appointment, in the year 1615, ^PP^^rs to have been 100 
marks — but in the two following years I find it to have been 
on|y 50/. but it is then faid to have carried with it other alltxw^ 

taine, or in his abfence, by the Lieutenant, or in the abfence of them by the 
m^ of the Standard-bearer and Ciark of the Checque for the .tyme being, to 
whome any Wages or Board Wages ibalbe ^ue, and bow mnche. everie of them 
(bis Cheque defalked to our Ufc) ought to receive of the fame» the firft payment 
thereof to begin aiid take place frojp the tymo of their laft Payment, apd fo to, 
continue Quarterly during our Plcafurc Tp be taken, had, and received, to the 
faid Paymafter, refJieAively, without any account, impreft or other charge to be 
fet upon him. or them for the fame, or for anie parte thereof. And tbeis our Let* 

ters, &e. Givenri ,|(c. ' ' 

By Order of Mr, Secretary Lake, 

Expedit apud B^et^Gi^, Viccfimo Quarto die Julii, Anno Regis JjurobJ 
Pccimo Quarto, • ' 

• ' ^ P, WxNO^BANKt 

* In the Collt of Anna* ' 

t MSt in th« Library of the Earl of Shclburne, 
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OHceu which 2 interpret to mean aftnallPoisudage on the tnoncjr 
which pafied through the hands of the PayrMailer : thus mudi 
howerer is clear, that |he Poft was not beneath the accept 
tance of perfous of raukt for I ficxl afterwards in the fbllowing 
reigo (anno 1^55) on the authority of a MS. which I have leen, 
that it was then enjoyed likeviie byaKnight, vix^ Sir John 
Hales * 

As the Poft ^arrioi with it no faiary whatever at prdfeot^ 
th^e is reaifim to fuppoie that ^t fer^centsg^ might afterfvards 
be encreafed and deemed a iufiicient enfK>luixient for the trouble 
accompanying the Payment, and that the original^dr^ was ap- 
plied to enlarge tbe Pay of fame Ojjl^er of the Baitd, perhaps 
the Clerk rftbe Cheque^ whofe ftipend, then only '100 marks (or 
667. 13^. 4^.) at the moft, was foon after the Rdtoration ad* 
vanced to 1 20 /• per annum. 

The Reign of KrhgChaiies L Sir, gives us but now and then 
a momentary view ctf the Band. The number was ^6, accor- 
ding to the account given i)y Monf. la Serrc, who law them -on 
duty in the year 1 637, when Mary de Medicis^ the Queen Mo?^ 
ther of France^ 4:ame into Si)gland to vifit her daughter, qi|^ 
Queen Hcnrielta. He xiQnapares them with the Gtns d^Atmer 
of V'rance, and adds, that each Pensionca had three Hojfes 
well caparifoued +• The Captain of the Band was then 
William Cecil [the fecond] JEor/ qf Salijburjfy who, Xc^pJ^t^t 
• • ... • ' I 

* The MS. alluded to Was the property of the late Ge^e^Soo^ Gj(i|; c^ 
Woolfton-HaM, in Effcx^ »whofe Library was fold by AuAion^ 1781. 

t " Une Compagnie de cinquante Gentilshommcs dc la Bandi des Penfisnaires 
*« gui font comme Gensd^Armes^ cntretcacnt diacjon .tciMS.chevaqxiclpn TOrdrc 
^< de leur Eftabirflement dont ils tirent du Roy Tenfion .afumeUe» marcboit si la 
^ fuice de fon Lieutenant ; mais tous enfemble bien montez, Ic eh fort bel equi* 
<* page.*' [Hiftoire d' TEatree de la Reyne Mere. A LQaht^,it6^ IEUpittated» 
byMr.Gough, 1775.] - - I 

with 
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tvith the Rarl of Morton i Captain of the Yeomen, fupported 
Monf. de la Mafure, the Lieutenant of the French Queen's Garde 
du Corps *. 

On the triumphal entry of the King into the City of Loq« 
don^ after his return from Scotland, 1641, his Majesty was 
efcorted, apQong other the Rojai attendants, by ^^ The Earl of 
^< Salifiury^ Captain of the Pensioners^ followed by the 
^^ Gentlemen Pensioners, with their Pd/(f-.^i£rfj^ all mouat- 
.^ ed. withPiftols at their Saddles^ Aod afterwards at dinner. 
t* in the Weft part of the Hall (Guild-Hail) below the Gale ea 
5< the South ikky.was a loDg Tai>le placed for his Majefty*sPsN- 

The 

t Lord Somers's Tradi^ Vol, IV. gp. 1J9, i6i. Ancle Atljr« when RcvtU 
were kept during Chriftmas, at the Court, the famefeftivities were obfervedia 
the principal Lftw Sodeties, On fhefe occaiions there wa» elefied from Che Gen- 
ttefUctt ^ ^he Stcietjr ottt who wts Sjled the Chrtflmas^Prinei^ who faatf his 
Qthh Q^EoMmiid Quafds sbcf^hxa^ tud amongilie tA fai< P£«8ioiitR«, It«iiifl)r 
jDOC be amiii to tranicribe the account given of the £ftahUihiDcnt «nd Retinue «f 
the ChriJimaS'Princey A. D* 1635J as it hasii refercnee to the fubjefi before tis, 
from a letter written at that time by the llev. George Garrard to the Earl of 
BtraffcFtde, then Lord Deputy of Irdand.— ««« The Mtddle-Tcrople-Honfe,^ ftya 
ht^ ** have fct up a Princt who oarriee himftlf in great ftate. . • • • He hatfa rfl 
'< his Grtat Offkirs attending him,— Lord Keeper, Lord Treafurer, Eight White 
<< Slaves fltthekaft^CAiPTAiH^Mx^PjBifaiOR^iLS, Captain of bis Ooaod^andtwo 
^^* ChiHI>lain99 who on Stiackjr laft preached before him. • • • My Lord Onnlber* 
•^ Ito lem him two fair Cloths of £ftnc» one hong ttp in the Htflt^ under which 
^ hedinsdy 4he other in his Pi-ivy«Chamber : he is ftrved on the knee^ and all 
<< that eonte to .fee Urn kift hit band on their knee. My Jkord ^fSaikburj bath lent 
*' him Toli'Axci for his P^ksioners* He fent to my Lord of Holland, bis Juftice 
>* in Eyre, for Venifon, which he willingly fends him ; to the Lord Mayor and 
«* Sheriffs of London for Winci all obey. Twilfth^Day was a great dajc : going 
*^ to the Chapel many Petitions were delivered to him, which he gsnrc M bis ^la- 

la ** ftcrs 
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The next time wc have opportunity of obferving the Band "^ 
is upon a very different occafioii : viz. when the King found 
it neceffary to take refuge at Oxford, in the year 1642. 

A feditious Preacher had thrown out fome words from the 
Pulpit, which fo alarmed the King and his Council, that it 
was not thought fafe to truft his Majcfty's Perfon any wher& 
without an extraordinary guard. It was therefore commanded 
by his Majefty, with advice of the Council, among other fecu- 
rities, <* That as often as his Majefty did ride abroad, the Car/- 
** tain of his Majefty^ s Guard [/. e. of the Yeomen} and the 
«* Lieutenant of his Pensioners, with R?«r of the Gentle- 
<< MEN Pensioners, fhould ride continually near his Majefty's 
«< perfon, and fuffer none of mean condition, or unknown to 
f« them, to come near his Majefty *.'• The fufpicions ran that 
afTafiination was intended, as that which dropped from the 
* Preacher was fimilar to what was recoUeAed to have been in- 
(inuated to the public by the fame channel, previous to the 
murder of the Duke of Buckingham by Felton +^ The Pen^ 
Jioners are again mentioned as part of the efcorte of the Queen, 
when (he made her entry into Oxford in the fame year J. After 
that period, as the King^s difficulties daily encreafed^ we can* 
not expeft to hear more of this his Body-Guard ; for foon af- 
terwards his State gradually diminilhed, and his peribn fell 

^* fters of the Requefts. He hath a Favourite, whom, with fome others, Gen«- 
<^ tlerneh of great Quality, he knighted, at hit return from Church, and dined 
<< in great State. It cofts Uiis Prince a,ooo 1. out of his own Purfc/' [ Vid. Straf- 
ford's Letters, Vol. I. p. 507, Dublin Edition.] For a further and more gene^ 
ral account of thefe Revek I refer to Dugdale^s Orig* Jurid. and to Gerard 
Legh*8 Accedence of Armory. 

^ Mercurius Aulicus, p* fx* 

t Idem, p. 50* 

X Idcqi, p. 373. 
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into the keeping of thofe who gu<irded it for a very difiiTent 
purpose. 

I ffaall now, Sir, once nnore, and for the lad tmie, trouble 
you with Ordinances for the governtQenlTof the Band. The 
copy which I have before me, is indeed without date ; but 
that is afcertainable to have been of the year 1653, ^^^^ ^ 
letter of the Duke of Montagu ^ who was Captain of the Band 
1734, which will be given at length in its proper place.— 
Though thefe Orders, with a very littfe qualification, border on 
thofe of Queen Elizabeth, yet I apprehend they are in effect the 
laftj for thofe of King Charles IL and King James IL are but 
mere tranfcripts of them* 

If they fcem too rigid for our tknes, yet they will be found 
charaderiftic of the Reign of Kiqg Charles I. and will confirm 
an obfervation of ILord Clarendon, who tells us, that the King 
^ kept State to the full, which made his Court very orderly ; 
*^ no man prefuming te be feei^ in^ a^ place where he had no 
^ pretence to be •." 



ORDERS of King Citarles I. A. D. 1633, 

Tie Band of our Penfioncrs having the Honour to be our nearejl 
Guardy and t^ have their daily accefs into our Prelence Chamber, 
We think fit and ordain^ that from henceforth they be freely chofen 
by our Knowledge^ out of our beft Families, and fuch as bane 
btfi Education in fever al counties of our kingdoms^ that all our 
loving fubjeSts of befl Rank and Worth may find themfelves interefted 
in the Truft and Honour of our Service. 

jind as many of our Gentlemen Penfioners as are^ orfiball be 
hereafter admitted^ and not licenfed to be abfent by Us or their 

• Hift. of the Rebellion, Vol. III. Part i. Oxford Edit. Oct. lyi;. 

Captain, 
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CaptaiOi or In bis abfence by the Lieutenant or Standarcl*beitrer of 
the Bandy Jballbo in our Chamber ofPrefence fv^ry Fcftival-Day^ 
Holy-day, or Sermon-day, by Nine of the clock in the forenoon^ 
and every Working-day ^ Ten of the clocks and Jhall there gisoe 
attendance with their Axes, readjf to know, what Jhall be com^ 
manded them by Us, or their Jaid Captain, Lieutenant, or Standard* 
bearer. 

They /ball not fail to bear their Axes, and to give attendance on 

Us every fuch day a: voeJbaUcome abroad to Morning-Prayer, and 

from tbejame^ and to and from Evening-Prayer, in the Great Clo^ 

Jet^ and Jbdll keep the Place where yffiipqffetoandjro^ as the large^ 

nefs of the roome Jhall ferve. 

Li our Pregrejcf or other Remove when we ride^ tb^ JbaU keep 
fuch places as to them Jhall be appointed by \J% or by ibe t^efaid 
Officers, . 

Tbeyjball at all times he obedient^ and performe aU fuch ftrvkes 
as Jhall appertaine unto Us, ayul wherein We ought to beferved by 
them J as well in Chambers as in all other places where ourpiemjkf^ 
Jhall be to beferved^ by the commandment of fuch as Jhall for the time 
have authority to command and t^point the Jikid Gentlemen Pen- 
fionerSy and all other our fervants. 

If any of them fail their duties of appearanot at their days h iloe 
Place and Hours before^mentioned^ they Jhall be checkt far the firft 
fault with the kjfe of Three days ffages^ for tbe fecoiid With the 
J^fe s^Six, and the third ^Fiffedn. 

In the Hke mamrir tbeyfmll be checkt if they fail their aftehdance 
ih the day of our Remove^ as Well M the taking 6f our ttorfe, ^s 
at our lighting, or when we go to or from the Chappel^ at Bven^ 
iug or Morning^Prayers* 

Tbe Jaid Gei^tkmea ftnfioDcrs Jball^ ^enteey tf them ha^je bis 
Axe borne after him by ajifficient Man^ Jaid Axe being cleane arid 
bright ^ as ^ell hi all places' out of Court as within^ unto fuch place 

where 
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when ivery Juch Geotkman Penfioner ought to hear it himjhlf^ 
yfmn fain sf our difpUaJure. 

Wiereasj iy Injiiiution and antient Order every Gentleman 
Penfioner was allowed but Three Months Liberty in the Year of 
not waitings and that by the appointment of the Kino, their Cap- 
tain, Lieutefiant« or Standard-bearer ; andfo as ere they departed 
the Court they Jhould give notice to /A^ Clerk of the Cheque, or his 
Deputy^ of the time of their Licence^ with return ofthefame^ or elfe 
the faid Licence to he voidy and they to be checkt for their ahfence 
—which Order afterward our Predecejfor [Henry VIIL], at the 
humhie fute ^Sir Anthony Browne, /A^/r Captain, enlarged by 
^arter-Waiting by cmrfe^ yetfo as the one half of the Band was 
required continually te attend^ withoute any excufe ofjicknefs or 
other wife ^ but that be or they that did fortune to he fick or have 
any other lett within his garter Jhouldj for the time of abfeiice^ 
Jind one^ bis Companion^ that was out cf his garter ^ to wait and 
fiamifi bis place ^ or elfe to be in danger of the Checque ; . and the 
other half of them for the mean time of their Half -'year ^ fo by their 
Quarters to be taken at liberty. 

This Order thus enlarged to a S^arteriy^ tendance^ with tbc 
conditions thereof y we ratifie and coi^rm i-^Notwitbflanding any 
Licence given to any (f the faid Gentlemen Penfioners i^y Us ; 
/ib^ Captaif), Lieutenant, or ^?Li\62ixA'htzxtir Jhall always forejee 
that there be not ahfent at any time above Half /i&^ Baitd. 

Ti6tfy2r/i/Gentlcmen-Penfioners were alfo required by thfir In-- 
JUtution to be well and fufficiently furnifbed and provided every 
one with his Two Great Horfcs for bimfelf and his fervant^ 
according to his Oatbf with his jirms and all other Habilinunts 
to the fame appert(iinmgy to be ready therewith within ^virp 
4ay8 warakig gji^im .to them by ibeir Captain, LieuceiiADty or 
Standard-bearer upon paye^ of fhrfaitur^ rf Ten Day« Wagei 
7 M 
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Jhr tbelr firft default^ and for the fecond default to forfeit a 
Month's Wages, and for the third to be clearly exfyelled and put 
out of the roome of a Gentleman Penfioner, and to loofe bis <ivbole 
Quarter's Wagfes. IVhicb proportion of Two Great Horfes was 
then, m regard of the liberty granted of Qu^rter^W^y^'n^gi in* 
creafed to the finding of Tl)r^e Great Horfes furnijbed accord-- 
ingly \— and this number, the rather for the late encreafe of Pay ^^ 
Wp require to befurnijhed by every Gentleman Penfioner for our 
fervice in tbeir places upon the penalty above-^named. 

The whole Band g/* Gentlemen Penfioners y^^// ^/w tbeir at* 
tendance at the Four principal Fea/is of the Tear^ viz. Chriftmas, 
Eafter, Whitfontide, and AllhaUont ide, and at St. George's Feaft, 
and at our Coronation-day, under the Cheque ras they do now. 

And not with/landing the great liberty . of tbeir garter ^waiting^ 
they are required neverthelejfe to be at all times in fucb readineffk 
that when yvanung /hall be given them from tbeir Officers, tbey and 
every of themfhalU according to the fame ^ repair to the Courts and 
give fuch attendance for the time as fhall he appointed unto them^. 
ujlngfor thatfeafon^ be it in their garter or otberwife^ no lefs di^ 
ligince than in tbeir garter tbey ought to doe» 
. 7'he Clark of Cheque, or fuch his Deputy as fhall be thought fit 
and fufficleht by the Captahi, Lieutenant, or Standard-bearer to 
admits fhall be every day in the Chamber ofPrefence at niiie o'clocke 
in the forenoon^ there to receive the appearance of the faid 
Gentlemen Penfioncrs, And alfo the Clark or his Deputy fhall 
be at all other places where the faid Gentlemen Penfioners fhall 
be appointed to give their attendance for ourfervice* 

♦ Meaning,' I conceive,. the Comporiti)n for the Tabic, which, as we .have 
feen, todk place in the preceding Reign ; or fome other advancement in addition 
X6 th^ made about the fame time by King James* See the Kjng'a Order for tho 
Payment of the Bandj A* P* 1616, p« 64, antea. , 

rbe 
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The accuft$med Oatbjhallbe taken hy every GentlemanPenfion- 
«€r^ at his admiffion. 

sT^beyJhall be mujiered every S^uarter^ er Monthly^ ty their C^l^ 
'iain, Lieutenant, ^r Standard-Bearer^ 

*DuringthcPr^/^^^rtf/e:,-Sir, we cannot iupp<*fe that Crfi/>f- 
well would in any degree retain the identical Guard which had 
ihitherto been the Appendage to the Perfbn of a King, deem- 
ing them of courfe inimical to his interefts; though the Ufurpcr 
■himfelf adopte'd a fimilar Eftablifliment. Whether the Royal 
Band of Pensioners was difmiffed in form, or turned out of 
doors (like the Parliament) nothing isleft to afcertain. There 
iSy as one would imagine, a chafm in theBooks of the Council- 
Office, from the dc«h of JCing Charles tlie Pirft'to the Rcfto- 
ration, and Thurloe's State Papers do not go to fuch minutiae. 
X)liver was far from being regardlcfs of his pcrfbnal fafety ; 
•on the. contrary, he was extremely jealous of »every body, not 
*known to him, and at all times •kept a vigilant eye to his fecu- 
rity. JRoger Coke tefls U5, ^* he iiever ftirred abroad without 
'* flroqg Guards^ wearipg arpiour und^r'his cloaths, and ofFen- 
/' five Arms. -too, nevej 4:ame back ,the. common Roadt or the 
^' fao^e-way. he weiit^ andalways palling with gc^at fpeed,; had 
** many Locks and Keys for the Doors .of his Houles; feldoda 
^*' llept above Three nights in one. chamber, nor in amy which 
*' had^iot two or three Batk-doors, aiid Guards at all of them V* 
It is evidt^Ht, from ihecircumftanceNpf 0//wr*j fall £rom the 
«^oach-box, in Uyde-^Parfc, «l>liat te>/^^^hadjPiftols about htm^ 
•notwithftanding his Guards were at hand, for one of thcPiftol^ 
iy the.foECeoftthe fall, went olF in his pocket ^t, 

- '\ The 

t 

♦ Coke's Dctcflion, frfb, anno, :t656. 

^ Thurloe's Siate-J*apers. Thc'ftory of Oliver 'drivlpg his Coach with fix ur>* 
£tEity.hoiI«3, may fcem, when fimp^y toM^ to have been merely a- frolickj butDr« 

4^ «Batc||i 
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T)StPHU$lor^ in theheight of liisfiopuhfity^ieeiw to h&vt had! 
when CQllc^ive}y taken, it reipe£table Bpdy-guar<^ x>t. i4o:Horfe« 
Forty of thefc tvere originally his Garde du Corps, the reft feenj* 
ing to have been referved for occafions of Sutc ; or defence If 
required* This efcorte of 40 Avas afterwards -reducnsd to 2cs to 
be m conftant attendance, at which time^by thcdiminutioxv^ 
of his guard, one isr led to fuppofe. that Cromwell felt himfclf-: 
fecure iu the hearts of the Arniy and People^ m which b» wa^- 
very foon afterwards happily raiftaken, , Tbefe zoiQintlemeH 
we may aiUmilate to the Penfipmrs (for ibch indeed they am: 
%led) and the red of the troop fe^m not to have born of iiife* 
jrlor condition^.. The letter which I h^ve given ia a.nQie» cqb^ 
tains my authority fqr this accoutu ^« 

J ... 

|foiC8, in bis Btttodiii V [p*Jsi^X^.j»i764pm^^^md\cs;A The- 

Protrftor, he f^yi« was mucb xroubW wuh ihe St#iic.^i) Gsav^ «94 %bM bm^ 
liied to drii&k< plentifully 4)S finaH diorotic liqiMr% wd afterwards by violant 
txetcife on horfeback^. or by the joltiQg. of a 'Carriage, ^provoked ndifcbarge of ^ 
What wsia jolcttfltrt b bi& bhuMtr or kidtfeyi Hfe would ride haMl, we are told, . 
«vefi in his FtrnMoAi d Ckt^ and €«i th« aWVe Mtfafion deems 10 b«ite thoTen 
fbe C<a^4i^^atiM -thCM wouki tel ttmu ef^hes^odtfti'^ tlM Qarrt^ than lie> 

• « >i4ei4|iort| . the Dotch Ambai&dorj^ to th^ States Goitsid. « 

** High and Mighty Xords^ 
" IVly Loffls, a few days fm^ tlhe Life-guard of Hoffe of the Lot^ ffOtedbr^^ 
•* which foririetly confllted of -/iJ/'i/perfaiiS'nioft young &inilirmn Of this nMOfl».. 
** *was ref^rtted after fucb a(jii«iiiier» that 9^««ljr<oftbeiii are' ta b^ campl^ed as*. 
«< Ordinary JPenfioiMts^ .who asp ta watt coauauaUy upoa the Perioa.tff. baa Hijg^^ 
•* ncfs, &c. 

••Dated Weftteioftcr, 
«^MaMO, 16:56, N.SV 

f Tbudoe't &oitt ?apcn, Vbl. JV. p..s6f.- 






As to the appearance of thcie gvtvds^ we find tbi9ni thu^ de# 
fcribed in an intercepted letter of the 4th df April^ i6>^» very 
4boo after the above-metttioucd 'Reform— •* Muuday" Uftt'* fays 
the writer, " the Life-guards muftefM in Tuttle*^eld&; the/ 
" are the heft Horfe and propcrcft FeUowesl have feejae'*/' 

Towards the cloie of his life, however, the -l^rote^or fecm? 

^o have fallen, off in his State, and hjaving funl( mu^^h In 

•the good opinion of the Array, was forced to t^c up with ^ 

very mean and unprinccly Efcorte# Thus, *if \vp may credit 

Hoger Coke (who ieems to fpare, neither Kings nor Demi-* 

"Kings) he tells us, -** that Cromwell having fo little depend- 

^^ ence on his army, fet up another of Voluntiers, to have Eight 

*** Pounds a year a-piece, to be ready to ferve him. Thefe were 

'^ a Company of feUbtvs who, as their pay was little, (b were 

^* their horfesjades^ and Ican^; and a Troop of the Army-Hprte 

** would beat ten of theni^ yet they ferved Cr^/»w^// fo faf as 

'«< to feize malignants whenever he fent tbem^ and were fpie$ 

-c« over all fofpeded perfon^, and to iafdrm lum of their de. 

^« meanourf?* The confidence of ^hc Army had been Crom^ 

•^etrs fheet anchor, and Terror his rule of GovernmeMt, both 

at home and abroad: when ^the 'former was loft, his power be- 

:gan to diflblve apace, arid we have an opportunity of obierving 

vfrom the laf^ account of |iis Bodyguard, that the Pr^/^fif^r 

hrtnfelf was then in want of proteftion, being as much deferte^ 

ihy his former adherents from principles of abhorrence, as tlae 

N. B. The other Twenty, the letter adds, were joined to the ipo clcfted 
^iiorfe, o«t.^f-dIl Ac Regmients, fo that the Lrfc-guard of Horfe itlcir [cxclu- 
*iife.of tlie ab«%« mentioned Pf/j^wwr] confifted of i*zo men, befides ilic Cap- 
tain andNpour 'Lieutenants. 

* ThurlotB*8 Sutc Papers, Vol. IV, 675. ' 

-t CokcVDotQ^ion, fub ann. 1658. ' • 
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King had been by his friends froila fears of impcudirig anarchjr 
and defolation. 

At thaRcftoration, Sir, wpan the King's pubh'c Entry, fucK- 
of his late Majefty^s Pensionees a^ were living voluntarily at: 
tended (though not then rereffabliihed) decnxing themfelves, I^ 
prefume, rather fufpendecj than difbanded *.. They were regularly 
embodied very foon afterwards, and refutned their fundions;^ 
for in Jbly follpwing, . \vh(en the King, dined at GuiFd-hall^ the 
JS^and went on foot ou each' iidp of hfs Majejlyi Coacli undei: - 
the comnpaad of their Captain (Henry WerUworth^ Earl of" 
Cle'veJand J Mith Pf/io/s in thieir; hands f. In the Proceffions, from. 

the Tower to Weftminfter op the day before . tbe^Coronationr , 
a4fd on the.CoronatiQp-day (i06i) they arp found. in. their ufual' 
fituationsj,. , 

Having: no official books, .nor any priiHedrautBorities to guide * 
us for foms years aftci; the Reflbration^, little tranfpires furthcf * 
than. that ,the Ban^, in about thirteen yearj^ aiierwiu-db^ ., wajs - 
ripdgccd from F,jfiy ta i^r/y> ^at .wliich number it^ has ever fincc - 
continued ; this. Dr. Chamber lay iiiS tells us^.,took pjbtce be-- 
tween the yjeacs 1672 and 1674 Jj,. Thefe had been, indeed, 
a great. Retrenchmient early in the yeac 1668,. which,, though, 
attended with changes.. in ,feveraL parts of tha Royal £fti-» 
blilhment, did iK)t affeft either the RAND.or the Cfpicsrs; for 
they are comprehended in. one general claufc of exception, tli^ 
iutention^of the Reform being, ^aa it , was, declared, ,only. to > 



^Heath's account ofthe.Ts^ttmpBsattlielieftoratibQ. Londoa, t66a, isimo.* 
-f^, Heath. This manner of their behig armed is rather lingular ; but it agrees « 
^vi h that of the yeari64i, and comes on the authority of aaej^^witoefi^^. 
X Ogleby's Coronation of K^.Cb. II... 
P Prcfent Statca* . 

cut? 
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-* c/^Gentlimek Pbnsionhhs. 77 

eurof('all fupcnnimerary Places, " other than whatVere In the 
•• time of his A//<? Majesty, of ble fled -Memory*." On the 
other hand we learn from Dr. Chamberlayne^ that the Pay of 
the Officers was coniiderably encreafed, whfieh was effefted by. 
the above Rfedudlon in point ofmm^er^ without enlarging the 
Genera/ Exfence +. If the pay of the Gentlemen of the Band di^ 
not arife to loo/^-pcr annum, by ^agesm^d Board-Swages taken 
together, in the reign of K, James I. (as Dr. Chamberlayne - 
itnagines to bzve been rHc cafe) there is room to furmifc that ' 
it might receive fome augmentation on this occafion. 

It is but juftrce to obfervie here theU$^^^^^////yof theBAND^ 
when it feems to have loft the tarnilh, which we have bcen^ 
noldit received at- the Un'ron of the two-Crowns ; for in a Liff 
of the Bandy 1^7^ (exclufive of the Q^crt'i);! find- one Baronet: 
and' nine Knights j:. . 

In the ftort reign of K. Jamej IL5ir, little is found con- 
cerning the Band in general 

except that if Dr. Chamberlayne's ac- 
count be- thd^ Trutb^Cand there ts tia rcaibn to contrevert it) the- 
ialanes both^ of the- Officers and the- Grentlemen, arofei to their 
prefent Standardmi>der King James §r. On^cinramftanoe, how-* 
ever, iu the above general Ordinances, io the. article relating to; 
tlie Bed-chamber :i$ ob£bnrable, as. far as. it > regards, the. Band»?, 

* Lord Chamberlain^s OBice-Bookt.., 

m 

t A fifnilar manoeuvre had been mad^ufc offA; D/168?] fn the Corps of th^ 
TiBmen.ofthe GiHird^ .wlien, by a^diminution^of the nucnber of teotmn^ iklarietf*.' 
were raifed for the payment of fome additional Offuers. [Lord CbamberUin*8 Of* - 
ike-fiooka.] ^ 

I Pfdent State of the, year 1687. . Thiris coniirnKd by ft Liift of aU'tbe King*»>^ 
forces, (including the Penfioners and the Teomen^ made and printed 1684. 

§<>Cbamherlay9e*a Prc&nt Sute of. that date. . 

tending? 



tending toclesr up a point of Etiquette^ which has fometimcs 
admitted of a doubt, viz. — Whether theCAPTAiN of the Uo^e^ 
Guardsy in WMting (^ww beO; known by the name of the Gold-^ 
Jiick) or the CaI'TAIH of the Bai^ afPef^nens has precedenccfl 
The queflion has arifen from the followuig words in the Coders 
of K. K- Ch. I. 11. (before given at large) viz. ^' The Bakb 
^^ cfour Pensiokeils having the Hmmr to he vur war0 Guards 

I have feen an extraft from Orders of K. Ch. 11. (i 67S) which 

'fay that ^< An Officer /of Ouji Horfi-Guards is always to attend 

^ and foUow next our P^r/bu when we walk abroad^ or pafs up 

^ and down from one place to another, as well within doors as 

<* without, »v^^/i«g aiw^ysOuf Bed-chapbci:.'* In conformity^ 

with this lift declaration tlie Orders of. K- James IL (or the 

'Government of the JBcd -chamber of the* year idfij fay, that 

-** Wheufoever we repair to our ChapeU or elfewhere^ or give 

*^< audience to an Aftlhaflador^ -or -other public ^MiKrifler» oat^ 

V the ditifids q( ouor JBed*chambor» the Captain of Our Harji^ 

v^< Guards mWiMlinffy tfce Cawta^w odOar Penfkmirs and the 

^ 'Ca^takk yf£Ov Tevmm of the ^at^ ihaiU take his pliKe» 

^ and -follow nott aud ksineieKliatecJy iiiarto Oik Perfon*,**' This 

deems to conftirm the before-dted Ordkaanoe of JL. Charles I'L 

rthe C^PTAt^ of the Shrfe^udrds keamg here firft meufiioned* 

/Sboutld. any doohfis Qiife beteafter, X^ov I do not iprjefuitte to uige 

, any thing definifive,;) the noWe competitors may from hence form 

ibme judgment as to ihe merit of ^their refpe&ive claims^ with 

a <Ww jutfiiv to fhe reining MoAiarchf who^an decide at pka- 

* Mofeum. [Vide Ayfcough's Catalogue. Article the bft.] This tiraiifcrrpt of 
the Orders "for tlVe g»vcriiintnt of the ^Royal Ba^tyhamhr^ i hndffce Nbnour i» 
: prefent to tire Nfaft^nnr, xj9r2* k is a veryfair copy, and was bought by metnst 
,4)( tbe he£9re*mcjatLoaed Collcftion ^f the htte George Sratf, .Elq» 

lure. 



flire. As I give no opinion, it is hoped I have not arrogated toa 
much ill taking the opportunity of bruising thefe circumftances- 
togethcR 

The -/£ra of the RevolutioDyfavourableto foitoc, and ungenial^ 
.6} others^ accofding to the part^ tbey took io the pre^edii^^g 
eammoti^na* found itt i\xt Band oi PinJ^ners feveral whpfe for- 
mer political.attachment& now militated ag^inft their intprefts ;' 
and it is no wonder that in a body of Forty Gentlemen of fome 
weight and oonfe^ueiice, at a moment fb important both to civiK 
and religious liberty^ £bveral ffiould be difcovered whofe known 
incrmatipnstwerje^ fecretly at leaft, adverfe to the^ change. 

On the aceefiioti of King WiLiiiAj^^ John l^ord Uivelace^ a 
Nobleman who had not beea- lefs a£live againft K. James thajv 
he was 6rm and zealous in the caufe of the Houfe of Nafl^u^^ 
was placed in the oonamand of rfxe BAiri> *»^ His Lordfliip, very^' 
£boQ after he received his^apppintaieat^. dillodged £pme of the 
Gentlemtn^ for which h^ gave a' manly , \^^ and uneqjiniK^a). 
reaibuy. to thb dfeA i^^^that feveral of tb^e who had bcfCB thr 
Suard to the /is^^^^Xing Jamx^s wtrie jwrftroper to have tJheiC^ar^ 
iif the Pi^ricA of Kit^ Wi«;LiAM»^ As th^ Acco^iiit pf thig 
TranfaiStton, Sir, is no where tc^be found but m the i^oks of the 
Souocil^Office,. (from whence^^ with ]^iniiQao>^Ie»trai9kedit|);i 
J^ihall (rouble yon with^be jg^Ktiailwg •( hsge»- 



« Od .th« Jandiwg of tbt Prince ^lOnner^ (i6tB) arTbrbbft I^dlMeliUr 
joined hita with 70 Horfe, wbieh, in ?ii engagfin^c with ibo Militia of tlie CDttoqp: 
of ^Gloacci^ery weip ali taiiea f tkboei>. [CoUlns's Peerage^ S73i*J^ 
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Sid ^e KiNQ*8 .HtftMrable 

'^« To the KiNG*s moft cxcelknt Majesty and the Right Hoil 
^* the Lords of his Majesty's .Moji Honourable Peivy 
^* Council. 

•'** The bumBle PetHion hi fevcral of your 'Majesty's Band 
'^* of Gentlemen Penjioners and of IVilliam Thomas^ Efq\ 
*^ Clerk of the "Cheque zxAPaymaJler to;the i?x^Band. 

•« Shewcth, . 

** That the faid^Bow^ oi Xrentlemen Penjioners was cfta- 
•^'' bliflied in the Reign of your Majesty's Royal anceftor, King 
^* Henry /i6^ Seveptb *, as the Eiril Guard to liis RoyalPerfon, 
-^' and his fucceflbrs, and have ever fince accordingly been con* 

" tinued from fuccdTion toJucceflion ; aiul the meafure of the 

»* Captain*s power over them is by certain Articles, limited, 
«<* and liberty allowed, as well to the Clerk of the Cheque as to 

" every one of thp f^id Ban U^ of difpofing ,of their rcfpeflive 
•^* Places, (referving the approbation of fuch Xxtntlemen to whom 
*^* firch difpofition (hould be mafle, to their Majesties and their 

♦* •fticoeflbrs,') and never li'avc been amoveable at the will of their 
<• Ca? TAIN, and the fame Jibcrty' hath been diowed to .the 

** Paymafier^ who is a Patent Officer, 
-*« And your Maj EST Y*3 Petitioners are hot confcious to them- 

** fclyes of anyNegleft relating te the Duty of thcrr faid 'Places 

•* and Offices, nor -hath there ever been any objedlon made t© 
•<* the due eicebuling thereof; and your Petitioners can truly f^y 
•*< they have neither afted nor fpoke, ^in compliance to the late 
*•< times, any- thing .vdiich might weakw the Prdteftant itrtereft, 
/** or injure our Laws^ but, on the contrary^ conftantly ex- 
**« prefled their diflatisf^ftion to.tlie.ineafures then .taken to .the 
^^ ^rfjudige.of both. 

^ Etroneous. Vid. fupra* 

** Not- 



** NpCwkhibuKling all tbis^, the Ri^bt Hoimr^jfi^l^njf 
** LovBLACB, tlie prefent Captain, ham, without any regard 
« to thi^ ^cicDt ^f^liihfa^t iokrQlV^^kl^^B^'ybqifffgflmeH 
** whomhe coflQmaiids^ ^^laced^aqd.tumed out more than ba^ 
*« of the Jald,'^A»\it ,m^ your P^/zV/ipr^^.^n p^l^ular. 
. « Your Petitioners tlierefore moft hunabl}rJbid^h.ypiir Ma- 
« jxsTT, that they may be contiuued iu tluyr (aid.jp^gf^^aiid 
« Offices, not havinjg hitherto mifbehaved theoo&lve^ ,, ^4fM^^% 
*• mo^. heartily difpofed to.yo^r Majesty*^ ire;cyi<^,,jjjj. ^^ „ 
. ' «« And" your Petitioiters fliall eyet-ipray forfOur.MAtfSTY/^ 

. .«« long hfe and Ijappy Reign.c ^ : •, ,^ • .. 

(Signed) 



• • • • » « 



■ «* ?:pgcr Coningiby, i . ,,«« Robert 0sicr«,'',.^ .. 
. « Tonn.Duncombe, .f* Anth. Gaudy. r ,. v. 

^ ^ a Rich^^Spencer, ' '' '« Henry ^f^er.- ! ''^"^ " 



*'' Samuel Al(^on» 
*: '\f» G90. Lluelline. ' ^. ^ ** 

•<» Received Abril 8. J 68y, , , , ov . - 

•* Read May 9, 1089. ^ • - • - - K^^ 

. laconfcquence of thisPctitipn, anOr(Scr wa4*n\a?fttlSlk 

* *•■.» f»^ll^« 'AV M '11''' .^ '^ 

XoRD LovELACE.Aiould gtve'iu ati. 4QfwQi^ toJn^'CQuneir.Bdaro. 
This may be coUefted fr<im a baf(^ Which ^nl V^p^ar prefeiitly ; 
for 

iCoifni..^ ^. ^ v'T -^ -i"--"-. ^- 

carded P^o/^f^j prefenred'a 55fi:<?/ii/Fetiti6n fori 'ihe ^qcJth of May) 
to the "faiAe^ efFe<$'as the fofttt«r,"which pfodttccfl the-fouowing 



Order, 



• 'J/ • » -^ 



* K 



]::o7 c* !>i3/!/ Va:'v*/1 li.ih'^.:) * • ' /.-i :•; ti TF •* 
V-: J ■• ••: ii ,ili.i Ir. . '% J- vr.'> .jc :.!: (. i:^'y. ") fi vrrjj *' 
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• '• •' ■•." pKtt^Hr, ■'■;■; 

•* W^EHftAs tJ^ Rigit HvHoarahte LoRfi t^vklACS, Cap- 
-•* TAiii 6f hi* MAjBsryi Band of i^mi^vn. Petiftikers^ Wtt> by 
^ Oztltf of ihe Bojikr of the pth of M^y bft^ djel^i^d.t^ tetum 
•< hU anfwti- to * Pirittoti of itt^il Ointfiemen ^et^ifMh, and 

** ti Wiiliam Thomas, E/ji Oerk aftlt t:ke\ue^ Vi^Tfyim^er 
** to the faid BmJ, who had liteljr beeo teoAoved '^In their 
** Places* which his Lordihip fiOt baVtng hitherto done; it wa» 
•* upon an^^htr l^jetitioh ojf the iaid Pttt/ioHirs and '!^4iymafier 
** this day 6nkred by has Majbity /)i Cotmai^ that ^le faiil 
** Lord' L0VBS.A6B bede^in^ to haften his faid apiwer, |p the 
<* end his M AjBSTY may take fuch refoldtioa thereupon as ia 
•* his great wiiHom Ihall ^ thought fit.** 

LrORD LbvBLACB ftill Withholding hU anjfwer, . the Genttmiiep 
jmferred a /itir^ Petition to the King and Coundl, with a d^ 
aaoezcd, as follows : 

«* 'T9 iht Ikiifo's mtf tKeeSeni Majbstt, and tie Jltfbt H^ 
•<* muraUi the^rJU ^/'Am AIajbs¥t*s w^fi Honourahk Pirify 
«* Cotmeil • 

: «♦ Tbi iamhU f*/fttm- ^Jevnai rf yenr MAjBsiryV Band 
< ' *( ^ Gentlemen Pennprters, 4«rtf ^ William Tkoma8» 
M J^« 'Clerk of theChe<|ue, ^siPayflaaft^ ^ the fei4 
** Band. 
« Sheweth, 

*< That on reading of their Petitkm delivered to yoor Ma« 
<* JBSTT in Council the 8th day of April laft, it was ordered 
M that the Lobd Lovblacb {ho6ld forthwith give in his anfwer 
** to the iaid Pttitm* That on reading yoor Petitioners y^^o^ 

f^ Pctitioffy 
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« the 30th day of May laft, fetting forth the Lord Lovelao^s' 
«:i4qr,'^QiSC Maj«U« "Wai '^iiafii<( «» dfdef m Cootteft the 

«uftl^ tioiift &oV^i:i(H lli^)(} tttftijfii bis ittrWeri htfehtsf^d^* 
«• ifelf httik <d^ fet^tM$u|;|}t'!f^ Vo bbey eltt^^ ^^'ftia'Br.* 
«< ders, he being (as we humbly <ibtibave)no^^itb'lcf toiiv^j^q 
^•iiti^er tb^hiiilme; fi^t'^ tirbuirfe, delay, and^rge^to tireary 

• '^\it'foari4A^nM*»t^^fifi9^:'' ' •-- .'• ' • ; '* 
\ -.m fithtt^Tt hiMnlUy' piif jfimV'^CTed MajV^t% -'fidB-'i^is 
^ ^HdHourSleBoa^d^rcorAifini'ddn €n tins fev^UfitKe)- aiid%face 
*« the LotD Lovelace hath ib'del^ed* yt)fcr'PSfftV/«»^/,-'4n(( 

• ite^leAll t6 obey your MAjiMt¥*9'<xder8, Hie Lo^Anf riiay 
^ be oirdered^ gfv»' 'm YAiHiMt bf'a ((refiitid dby } othe^i^ 
«>-thilit they may bef micgbS fd <timbi\Se in their ftid fifte&»'and 
•• Oikee; th«^ bt^g an^khoArii "notefttUMs, idA 'heftri^"Vi 

• fiiaed to your WAjEiit**8 feffiee. ' ' •; ■ 

«« Aadyout Petitioners ihatl erer pray, &c'. ' 

• • • ■ t • ' 

•►Received July 1 1, 1689. , . • , , , 

*• Read in Council July 1 3, 16J9. 

« t J . 

<< That the Band of Gentlemen Pensioners wfs efttp> 
^' bUihed by ILivqHbn^iy /^ Sw^^th^, fuid ^e «vcr ficice 
^ contmued. The Rules for theur.Dutj 9i>d the Captain's 
«< Power are fet fi>rth io f^verjal Articles J^^vo Qiaklss the 
^^ 5V^off^ made EftablKhxqent^y where they h^c liberty to dif- 
<< pofe of their Places, hisMAJEjTY referving the appipb^tion of 
^* fucb perlbns (to be brou|g;ht in)- to himfclf : That no perfon tb^s 
^' admitted hath been ever removed at the fFi/Ioi the CAJfTAm^ 

* ErroneoQSy ts Moat* 

h z ^ and 



&A' TTfif ITiMoV'fikwiirjijyv 1^^ 

>« ^ I^MiA, f^fii^^ct^i .q£ ,t3x BMJ.^e{womt»ii» 

** prefent Majesty, cauied tljMpa tp ^|pat^ theipfjlves §ot |h» 

«' |p<f»<»f#iF^qir^;.JWid,'oWee4.AlWf.W *»iiy «|K.|^ l^rapftr!s and 

" .^«nan*8j;3ipajr ,r«?^y.n?W»««r-V^ ^.*i| at a <l^T?te^ 
tVf el; bjuh tutpc4^ut Ac fjpig* iT-;,; ^ . , \ ... t ..'. " 

*y:hyJ(f9fr9^f^ttfms tpr hill MAjMTr VI' GoundUv oomislaified 
«« pC t{^ fB'vj?rf:u^.KW4 on jc;MMIg\tli9>>;/? Pi^titiof}) it Wm 
*♦ ps^iwrt.lhtt.Mi^ j^p Ie9«E«.A4CBlhQyl<i^re^^fh gM^Iki h» 
« anfwer, which was on the 9t|i dajrof May laft». .- Hi6:]i<9i^M 
<« negl^9g. to cpii^tf vs^th the (aid Ocdcr/ oia tYkeit/econJ Peti* 
** tion he was ordered to haftcn the iaid ^nfwer j but to:thi&dajp 
<< he hath not thought & to ob^y fith^r jof. thf &i4 Qrcj^ ne^ His 
•* Lordihtp being lately defired to put in his Anfwer, he ^ys 
^^' he wiU db U di Bts ny^n^hykril Thus, "by dcTrfyai't roadie/ and, 
«« charge, his Lordfhip defighs to Weary us out, in contempt of 

•* the fetdOrdferi/" ■''••"' ^ '' ' " ' ' .' 

^ We now prdfjr, in c>ttr*5P3^*ri^Pctitibh, a day miy be prHticed 

•«- for Ms putting iti his Anfwer, in order tea Hearing, ortTiathis. 

'•* Matestt wotilc^ontmuc us ih ourfaldPlattes and Offices;**' 

• This TA/Vi/ Pfetition producfed* his Lorbship^s Anfwer, and'a« 

definitive Order of Council upen it in tlie following tcrmsi 

* The EftaMiibmeats here allade^ to have not appcarecj! tp me, in tlie.courfe 
6f thirinvcftigatiod^ Tile Ordcrt of King Charies II. of the yc^r 1677,, whiclfc 
lie before me, as well as tbofe of King Charles I. (given p. 69) expressly. dli-eS 
ibal the P£NSJU>u£as *' befr$tlxcb^fiu £>Ou& Kiioivledg«." 
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^^ Tkejbt/kuer of JolmLiQRD LovBt Acs /^ /Ar Petition cffiverd 
.x.^ij^^h hfe Ban9 j^GEjfTLfME« Pensioners, :^r(^«/^rf/^ 
*^' JiuM^JEATr iv,QouffaL / 

nvf^.TbM. y«iif.MAX«sTY baviag made this Refpondeut Caf- 
** TAIN of your Majesty's B4NP pf Gsntmmen Pension^ 
H BRtf aod your Majesty having eflabltihed all the other 
<^ Officers: this Refpoodetit did . make choice of, aod did ad<» 
** mit aiijd fwear, according to the Truft rcpofcd by your 
*• Majesty in him, fit" perfbiis into the faid Band, being 
^ GENTi^EMEN of Quality and eiudiie Fidelity to your Majefty's 
<< fervice, and for whom this Reipoadent can be anfwerable to 
^ you* Majp^sty* 

. ^ As to the Fititionen Cpmplaifits that they were ia pofle£» 
^f' fioB of their Employments under the late K»ing James^ im« 
f^ mediately befoire you v Majesty's Acceffion to the Crown, and 
^^ that they did pur chafe their Places, and are not a moveable 
*f atthe Willoi their Captain— This Refpondent doth humbly 
^^ anfwjer, that the. Pelithnets hzve not b^en amoved; for not 
^ one of them have beep chofen or placed in by this Refpon^ 
^* dicftt:. but the PeMumers holdii^ their Employments under 
^< the laji King as his Guard, and only during the pleafure of 
^ the £iid K1NG9 the fame are ab&lutely determined ;— *and their 
^* having been tbeGvtf;*^ to the late King James, does not feem 
^^ to irecoromend them, that they (hould. therefore be the Guard 
** to your Majesty* 

** And as it has been the method, peculkr to.yo>«r Majestv^s 
«^ Armies, that Af///V^r); Offices have not been bought,, but fome 
^ have been conferred for Merit only^^this Refpondent dares 
^ not think that the G/^^ari/ and Defence ;o£ ywur Majesty's 
^ Per/on (which is the greateft Truft that Can be ia this World) 
^ fhoul(lb^ bought and fold for Mrnaj^,'!* . . 

^* However 
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9i tsk Xtwft 'mrMmk^mt< 

** However, this Kefpondent doth humbly fubmit himftlf 
«* hemiftftnd in all things <o your MAJukfY's WiU Mid ^ft>' 
** fore, he bartog hitherto arvd intendtog ehrttjs to finve fint 
** Majkstt, with an honeft Heart and with cteaio t^ii&. *' 
''*^ This Refpoodent thersfofe humblj pra]ni that thtPetifSm, 
** tnajr he difmiffikl this BoA&d. 

- - •. 'Lmykacv: 

t» Read in Council, Jaly «5, 16%.** 

'** At the Court tft Whitehall, the »$tb of July p 168^ - 

«*■ P k « I B N- T, 

•« The KiKG*8 moft Excellent MAjsstr. , 
<< Wher £ As» on the ^(fZ/V/M of feveral of their Majiiat usiBanv 
^ oif GttNTLEMEN PsKdioHBRs, and of William ThodM^ Efyi 
^< C/rrAf ^ /i&f Cheque^ and P^ma/let to thp faid Band^ fitttto^ 
'^ forth that the Right HMwraUe L<HtDLoVELAC£» theprefent 
'< Captain of the faid Band, hath difplaced and turned out the 
^ faid P^^tffr^riofthe faid Band; atkt humbly pi^jing tfiat the]r 
<< may be continued in their faid I^aces and Offices, not having 
«< hitherto mifbehaved themfelves, and being mod heartily 
** difpofed to his Majesty's fervice— it was, on the 8th df Maf 
'^ lad, ordered in Couocil, that the Lord Lovelace ihould 
^* have a Copy of the faid Petition^ and return his aafwer there«- 
^ utTto to this Board. Atvd whereas on the I'Sth inftant his Ma«- • 
^^ jBSTY in Council was pleafed to appoint a Hearing of the Pir^ 
*< titloners this day at the Board, touching what they bad to al« 
«^ ledge^ who being called in and heard, and the Anfwer of the 
^* Lord Lov&lace being alfo read, his Majebtv in Gouncilf 
*« upon the whole matter, thought fit to declare, that fueh pei^ 
'<* (basi a$iiam been put ii^to the Band of Gentlemen P£K« 
^^ sioNERB bythe>iaid Lord Lovelace, (hall remain and con^ 
^* tinue in their places : — but that for the future no pecfou ihall 
5 ** be 
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/^ be admitted into the Band of Gentlemen PfiNStovBus 
•* who fhall not be fiffl: prelented to his Majesty for iu$ Ma* 
'^•^ jE5tY*s Allowance and Approbation,!* 

After, what pafled at the T^evolution^ Sir^. nothing further 
'i^ to be traced in the keign of Kmjg^ WTlUam. It dpes not a^- 
pe<tf that the complainants agaioft Lord Lovelace were reftored 
bj the King^ neither do they fcem to have urged their Cafe 
again to his Mnqefiy. Q^Akkb,^ however, was afterwards plca{f ^ 
to ftiew fome teadernefs to two of the difcarded parties, viz. to 
WilUain Thomas ^ Oerk of the Cbeque^ aod Samtu/ Afian^ one of 
the Gentlemen of the Band. They feverally preferred Petitions 
to the C^BEN andC(9i»irc// (no^ reaoainiag in the Regiftcr- Books) 
praying relief^ and obtained a mandtf ory recommendation to the 
Huke of St. Albans (then Captain) to replace both of them on 
the firft vacancies. I have thrown the proceedings henupoa inr 
Cbuncii mto a note ^« 

It 



^ '* At tfit Cten «t fit* }aiBi»S tiK ift 4qr «#Mqrr Vfo^ 

•♦ P Bl SB B T 

^< Hm QyiBM^s BQoft exceltwt MajistT. 
^« Vpon reading this day at the Board i Repon fioon tba DuBB of St, 
^ AtBANs on the Petition of ^/Am TlMtfi^ fettiog^fortfa, that in May 1673^ 
^* he was fwom a«d admitted into the place of Ckrktjlin Chi^m to the Band of, 
•* Gimlmm fn^fimera^ to hold the fame for his Life, by Virtue of a Warrant 
^^ Srom Rng ChmrUs IL fbi; wkick Enployineiit aa he alltttgaa be gave Stwn Hkn* 
** Jrii Pmnds, and continved therein tiU be was difplacedby the late L$riLtiVi^ 
*< kni^ Captajk of the Bano^ without Reafon given lor his Removal : and upoa 
^ btaring the iaid fViOiMm Thmai theieuato, ker Majesty 10 Council takiiig^ 
** the Petitioner's Caft into eouBderadoa, ia ploafed to order that the Petitioner 
^ be, and he is hereby, reopAmeoded to his Grace the Dvbb or Sir. AtBAKSr 
^ preferably to any other perfon to be put iota the (aid Ofice «tf the laid B^fid 
M of Pe$if!muri upon the firft Vacancy that ihall happen." 
The Order ia Mr* JffinfiQ^ ruas ia fisnihr terais^ at fbUowi* 
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It has appeared on the face of thefe Orders of Couticil, th^t 
Mr. Thomas purchafed the Office of Cierk of the Cheque, as 4td 
Mr. J^on that of Gentleman Penjioner m the reign of K. Charles 
IL which coniideration might lead to the Qu££N*s cleniency.; 
though, at the fame time, the tranfadion taken it| the grofs 
feems to have given great offence to her Majesty, who, on 
her Acceffion, had ifTued the following ftrong Declaration from 
the Council-board, that no Office in the Hou^o/J (hould t];ien> 
after be' purchafed^ on pain not only of the Royal Difpleafurcy 
t)ut of aftual difmiffion ♦• ' . / ' 
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<« At the Court at St. JamesV, tbe 17th day of May, 1703. 

•*• P R E a E N T, 

'* The Queen'$ moft excellent Majesty, 

\^ '**... ,...* ».# 

*' Upon reading this day at tbe Board the Petition of Samuel AlftoH, fet^ 
^'■ting forth that he was turned out of the Band of Gintlimin Penfi^ners (which 
^ employment coft him Five Hundred Founds) by the \%Mt Lord Lovelace^ ^without 
*^ any Caufe alledged, as his Grace the Duke of St. Albans certified In a Re- 
<* port, and bm^y ^rayif^tbat all Order ef CoumH oi \\l^ a^d of May, 1695^ 
^ whereby the Petitioner was recommended by their Excellencies the then Lords 
<< Juftices to his Grace the Jiuie of St. Jlbam^ to be admitted into and placed 
^^ upon the EftabaflimenC of the Band, upon the'iirfl vacancy that' fhai|14^ happen 
^ therein, may be confirmed according to its Date and .Precedency ; ■ ■ 
It is ordered by her Majesty in Council that the faid Samuel Alfton accord* 
ingfy be^ and and he is hereby, recommended to his Grace the Duke of St. Al- 
*' BANS, CaPtaik of X\it Barui oi dnttemen Penfiomri^ to be admitted into and 
'' placed upon the Eftablifliment of the faid Band^ upon the lirft vacancy that 
*' Iball happen therein, according to the intention of the laid Order.'* 

^^ There is the more reafon to fuppofe that tite the Queen confidered Mr. Ti&s- ' 
fnavi Cafe with refpeft to the Poft of Clerk of the Cheque^ as compaffionable, in 
regard it was purchafed ; becaufe no notice is taken of the Vaymafierjhip in the 
preceding Oxder, nor does Mr. Tlgmas any where reprefcnt that Office ix» the ^ 
Jjune light. 

2 ^* At 






^* At the Court at St.. James's, the ad day of July, 1702. 

P R E S,E NT. 

^* The Queen's moft excellent Majesty-i 

•* Her Majesty is pleafed to acquaint the Lords of the 

•=*< Council, That having fettled her Family and Houfliold, her 

:•• Majesty had refolved to hinder the y<///«g- of Places for the 

-** future, and to declare her Pleafure, That ncrOJicer or Per/an 

"*< depending on her Majesty, do prefume to fell any Oj^e- or 

^^ Place. And to the end that this her Majesty^s Royal Pleafure 

<* be made public in the beft manner, her Majesty, with the 

-*« advice of her.Prlvy Council, has thought fit to order that Mr. 

^' Attorney General and Mr. Sollicitor General do prepare the 

^^ draught of a Declaration to be publiflied in'her Majesty's 

-*« Name accordingly,, and do prefent the fame to her Majesty 

<^ at this Board, -for her Rnyal Approbation.** 

In confequence of thefelhftruftions to herMA|ESTV^s Attor- 
ney General and Soilioitor Geueral^ the folio wing^ Declaratioa 
-)vas iiTuedi 

. <* At the Courts St. James's the 9th day ofjuly, ^702. 

*• P R IL-^SK NT, 

*« The Qt;BEN^ moft.exceUent Majbsty. 
♦* Her MAjEaT Y is pleafed to declare that (he judges the /et* 
^ itng oi ^Offices zi\A Places m her Houfliold and Family to be 
^ highly diihonourable to her MAjasTsr, prejudicial to her 
^* Seryice^anda^iifcouragement to Virtue and true Merit, which 
^^ can and ihall only recommend perfons to her Royal Appro- 
bation^ and that her Majesty is refolved to prevent fuch 
felling of the lame : and therefore declares her Pleafure to be 
-** that no fCfficer or Servant whatfoever that is or (h^U be of 
*^ JISE Family or Houfhold, do pYefume to fell or iuy^ or fuf- 
-** ,fcr to he fold otboughtf any Office or Place therein • under 

M ' u paia 
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*« paia of incurring her Majesty's difplcafurc, and of being 
" removed from her fervice ; and that all perfons concerned may 
" take notice hereof, her Majesty comma^ids that this Deck* 
*** ration be forthwith printed and publifhed.*' 

It was accordingly made public by the Gazette of the 13th of 

Herein we have again followed the French ptafticc, for the fame 
abufe had crept repeatedly into the Gardes du Corps^ and Ordi- 
nances were as often made to reforni it *• At what point of 
time thefe and other Jimilar Offices in our Court relapfed into a 
ftate of Venality I do not learn ; but it was probably a gradual 
encroachment, which, from indulgence^ grew into an inherent 
right, the purchafer claiming in bis turn to become a«Vendor ; 
and it is matter of public notoriety, that, by connivance, fuch 
Pofts continue to be transferable property at- this day. Thefe 
tranfadions, however, had certainly met with an abolition by 
the authority of Parliament in the prefent Rfeign, had not the 
univcrfality of the praft'ice and the hard(hip atlending the mea;^ 
fure protefted the parties, the particulars of which affair I (hall 
mentioti briefly in the order of time. It is otvious, however,' to- 
remark, that the lofs o£ dignity muft of courfe follow, when 
Offices once fo honourable, became indiferiminately open to 
every purchafer; and,, from what we have feen on the whole, 
we may obferve, with Perc Daniel — " la Splj£ndeur d'zm des 
*• plus illuftres Corps qui ait eii dam la Maifon de nos Roisy evfa 
•* Decadence entiere \P 

Nothing further being difcernible in this, or indeed in the 
following Reign, we ma^ pafs on to that of K. George II. the 
interval being merely filled with Orders for general and parti- 
cular Attendances, Difpenfations for Abfence, &c. The letter 

* P. Daniel, Hift. dc U Milicc Fran^oifc, Tow. II. p. 139. 
f Idem. p. 1 1 1. 
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of the Duke of Montagu, mentioned before, (p. 69.) belongs 
to this period, in the year 1734, which, while it gives a very 
polite repreheniioD for previous negle£t, and exaflis a rigorous 
attention to duty, admits at the fame time bf a latitude in fome 
particulars which exids at prefent. 

A Letter froni his Grace yobn Duke of Montagu^ Captain of 
the Band of Pensioners, to the Clerk of the Cheque *. 

*' S I R, 

** As his Majesty has done me the honour to entruft 
<< me with the Command of his Honourable Band oi Gentlemen 
<< PenJionerSj fol think it an indifpeniible duty incumbent upon 
" me to, do every thing in that Truft which may be for the 
" Honour of his Majesty and of the Band; and not to fuffer 
•* any thing which may derogate from either. The BandoiPen* 
•* fonersy as they have the honour to be his Majesty's nearefi 
*' Guardy fo they are in titled to an honour which no other of 
<^ his Guards have, which is that of mounting Guard xlaily in 
** his Majesty's Prefence-Chamberj and thereby becoming more 
<< nearly entrufted than any other in the immediate Guard of his 
♦^ Majesty's facred Perfon. 

" This Honour was firft granted to the Band by K^ Henry 
" VIIT. by the Ordinances made by him for the Government 
•* of the Band, and was confirmed by K. Charles L in the year 
^* 1633— by K. Charles IL in the year 1677 — and by K.James 
*« IL 1684. 

. " This materia^ aiidone of the mofl honourable parts of the 
" Duty belonging to the Gentlemen Penfsners^^ they are not 
<« only under the penalty o£ the Cheque^ but hy the Oath takeu. 

* Extraded from the Order-Cooky by permlffion of the Captain of the Band. 

M 2 '^^ at 
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« at tfiefr Admtfiioni obliged to perform t by whkh OaJth tYtty- 
*^- are bo«nd lo pl?ferve th^ Rulp$-aml Articles already m^de, or^ 
^ which f^^l\ be hereafter nwde for the Government of the • 
^^ Banff ^ a-nd in all'thing? to be^ obedietit to^eir OiBcers, fo ^r^ 
"as their Comn^ands fliall concern tbe fervicc oi^tho JT/^g-V 
**■ Majesty* 

«« But notwithftandiAg their obligatiom, Ihave obferwd this 
** materiaFpaTt of their I>jity of daily attendance in the Fr^r^-- 
^^ Chamber has been of late years negledled, which lean attri-- 
^ bute to no o^er canfe in the Gentlemen than thdr want of 
*• their being rigfctly infontted^of their Dutjs which if they had^^ 
•* kn^wn, I am perfuaded they would never haw ncglefted that 
*^ Duty which they owe to his Majesty and^^liged tofe/ their 
«^ Oath, and whioh is a diffionour for them to omit. 

** And 39 Bam perfuaded* it wifl be entirely pleafing to tha 
*« Gentlemen to'have them maintained in every part of^ the Hjo*- 
••- nouraWe Privileges belonging to them,- whieb at ^ht f^m^ 
*♦ time is* confiftcnt with the Duty which myfelf and they owe 
** to his Ma JEW Y :: iris my intention* that fromf-New-yearV- 
** Day next you do take dtse care, (as you- are obliged by your 
** Office either by youifelf o«» by your Deputy); that the Gentle^ 
*♦ men of the BanJ do attend eveiy morning with their ^/j in* 
^^ the Prejence-Chamher. 

^^ By the Articles ef the BanJ^ the wbolfe Band zm' to at- 
«« tend during Chrlfimas twne ; bialf I (halt difpenfe wi^h the at- 
** tendance of the whote for this twne,— provided'' that all the 
** Gentlemen^ who are now in town, d© give their attendance 
•* on xh&firft ofjanuaryj and that from that time forward F/u^ 
" of the Gentlemen do attend' evipry morning*, in the Prefence^ 
♦* Cbamier\ with thtit AxeSy from the boor of Ten tiH his Ma- 

* At that time the Kng bad a Lev«c every mornlag. 
5 ** JE8TY 



}. 



of GsfTTLBMBM FKKSX09BRt. ^^ 

^JB^TY is goQe toDiQQer, and that tbej alio attend with their 
^^ Battie-Axss iq the Prefince^Cbambir every Drawiag-j!^oom 
^< aight, and other public sights ^^ fma Eight 6'cl«ek k> th# 
^^ eveoing^tiU hi^MAjBSTY is n^tired^ and always to (laiK) f<^* 
*< their Arms when any of the Royal FAMiLV-, w the Cap- 
*< tain pafs by. 

^ This is what I dtfiire you wilS forthwith acquaint the Lin-- 
<< Unant^ Siandard-bearer^ and Gemlemen of the J^mi^ with, 
*^ and as it is a Duty ib much for tbo Honour <>( the Kino to 
** have peeformedy. and. for the Gentlemen to pevform, f& I am 
^< perfuaded it will be with the greatell pleaiitre the Gentle^ 
^ men will receive this 0«der» and that cou&quefttly they will' 
^^ obey it with tshe greateft chearfulneft^. 

^ I aiHy Sir^ 

^ ¥out Fjoettd 9Xk& Servani;. 

•< Dittori^ . 
••^Dcc. 2«> I7S4- 

«< 1^ would have you; every wedc kt me ha^ a Ktflttm of tke^ 
^ Names of the feveral Gent/emen^tiMlt hati^e a^oomed Guard 'oov 
•* the feveral days of that week^ 
«* To George Tupncr, E/fi 
«* Clerk of tie Cheque to- 
^ the BMd of Fenjhners^ 

The Baito of GBHTLRitfftN PffKSMiKftRa^ Sir, having beeivfa^ 
Ibng a mere appendage to the King's ftate and the parade of the 
CourtyOne does not expe£l to hear again of ikfcj^^r/, Horfes^ jlrmsp- 
&c. but the internal difquietude of the uerthefn parts oif theking^ 
do» had, in^ the year 1745, fo nearly eaflled the King iilto-the 

* QueM Caroline had her Drawingrl^oomi inan Evening* 

Ficw; 
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Field, fhat the BANDaftually received an Order froto Sir H^iU 
llsm Wynne the Lieutenant, > in the abfence of Lord Robart^ 
((iae Captain) to prepare themfelvcs to attend his Majesty, 
\ybo had refolvcd to fet up his Standard on Finchley Common. 
Every body.knpwa that the decifive battle of Cuiloden, gained 
by his late Royal Highnefs William Duke of Cumberland,- pre- 
vented the King from taking the Field. The following are the 
words, of the Order fent by the Clerk of the Cheque to each (?<»• 
tkfnan to accompany the JR.oya] Standard* 

'*« Sir, " Dec. 5, 1745- 

" The Rebels having advanced to Derby, the King has 
^* fignificd his intention to fet up hid Standard on Finchley Com- 
*^ mon. You are therefore commanded to acquaint the Gintle-- 
** men of the Band to be in readincfs with their Servants^ Horjes^ 
*« and Arms J po attend his Majesty there, 
- . .. - ^ I jam,- Sir, 

** Your Friend and humble Servant, 

<« WiLWAM Wynne *-• 
^^To George Turnor, Efq\ €krk ". ^ . 
' ^^.^ the. Cheque AohX^lJiAr 
^^ ^^^-VY^ Band of Gentlemen . • 
** Penfoners.^^ 

Thus far. Sir, I have brought forward every material occur- 
rence that I have been able to coUe6t refpefting the Band, in 
chronological ordef, nearly to the middle of the prefent Ceii- 
tury; and yet a circumftance happen'ed fo lately as the yeat' 
j;^8z, which muft not be pafled over in filence. 

Chamberlayne tells us, that one old privilege of the Gentle^ 
men Penfioners was that they (hould be admitted to Commiffions 

* Order-Book of the Band, 
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in the Army preferably to all other pcrfons whatfoevcr*. I 
have not feen the Authority for fuch an Afiertiou, but it con- 
forms* very much with what is ftated in Lord Hunfdon's letter 
to King James I. where the Band is confidered as a fchooLto 
qualify Gentlemen for highet and more ad\ive Employments, 
This remove from the Band into the -/^rwy-cftablifliment, I am 
informed, was meditated a few years ago, when the Earl of 
Lichfield had the Gommand ; but difficulties arofe concerning 
Rank, and the matter dropped. 

An intention of an inverfe nature was entertained by Mr* 
Burke, in his Bill for the Reform of the Royal Houfhold, which 
was brought into the Houfe of Commons in the above year 1782, 
whereby it was propofed that no Poft under the command of the 
Captain of the Band Ihould be fold, but be fupplied there*- 
after by Officers of the Navy or Army upon Half-pay of a certahi 
ftanding,,(left to the determination of a parliamentary Committee) 
from the date of their firft Commiffion. The Officers of the l>o- 
men of the Guard (the Captain exxrepted) were placed in- the 
fame predicament.^ This Glaufe, if carried to cfFcd, would have 
been fraught with private injury, inafmuch a« the Officers of both 
thefe Bodies, as well as ih^ Gentlemen of tht Band then in Of- 
fice, had all bought their Pofts on the faith of their transfera- 
bility, and would thereby have been tied down to a life-inr*r6ft. 
only, after having, paid for their refpeclive Porchafesyr<?;« one 
to Jix tboujand Guineas. Mr. Burke, on the fecond introdu^c- 
tion of his Bill with amendments, became fenfible of the'oj)- 
preilion involved in the firXl draught of it, and the Claufe was 

* Prcfent State of the Year 1 737* by John ChambcrTayne,' Kfq.-*-He add«, 
That none {hall be admitted into the Band. except they IhaU* have fervedl arthi^'r 
own Charge, for Six Months at leaft| as Gentlemen at Arms, or Peniioneijs Ex« 
traordinary. This circumftance^ for want of confirmation) "I leave doubtful. . 

amittedi 
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omitted ; but not till the Band of PenfionerSj on their part, haH 
|)refented the following Petition to the Houfe of Commons. 

^* To the Honorable the Commons of Great Britain in Parlia- 

^* meut aflembled. 

'< The Bumble Petition of the Geattlenun belonging to the Ho*- 

-** \^0X2^^&MandQiPenJiQmrs^ 

<« Shewcth, 

^* That yotir Petitionem having perufed the Bill before 

•«< this jyionowWeiHoufcj, < For enisling hisMoj ffy to dif charge the 
r** D^^/^ contnadied upon the Civil Lifi Revenues^ and for prevents 
• ** /V?^ the fame from icing in arrear for the future^ by regulating 
.t^* tbt mode of payment mit of the f aid Revenuds^ Mnd by fuppreffng 

** or regulating sertain^Ofices therein mentioned^ which are now 

«* paid out (fitbe Revenms ^ the Civil hijl! are under the greateft 
-^ jCoacMQ: tafiod it^ropoicd to be^enft^ed bj fuch Bill, ^ Hhai 

** all Comrnifjion and other Officers belonging to /^^/Band o/'Gentle- 
-,^^ men^Peniioners, under the Captain of 4he Band^ as 4if/b the 
^ Facancies in i&eB^d ^/^Gtntlonen Pec^ouers, fbotddnot he 
^^ f^ldj iut that the Officers andprinu^ Gentlemen of the Band of 
^M PtnGi^r^exsJhould be^fik^ Qsdyigf'OSkcxs of the Army. or Nwy 
^* upon Half-Pay^' 

^* That y&n^x^PeMioners beg leave to winfbrm this Honorable 
^^ HousAt that k. has be^n .cU{loma«:y for many j^rears pail to 
<-*^ purchaiib the Oflke^r place of a pnyzte Gentleman of the 

^ Band oi Pet^oners^^^OJ^A to ic\l the fanie (mth the approba- 

^ tion of theCAPTA^N) as occafion offered.: 

^* That, in. confidence of being permitted to fell ffuch Office 

** or Place, your Petitioners have been induced to give, oa.aa 
>* .average, jOne jTboufand Guineas for the famej 

^* That 
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<* Tbarthciy/i/arjyof fii^h.Qfficc.orPJace^ ^tcr payment pf 
<^ the Land Tai^ and otbei^ out^soings, felflqm producing mOTp 
<^ than the net annual fum of Sevmty-nim pounds^ and the ex« 
^^ pence of the neceflary regimental or unifbrm-^drefs of your 
^yPititimsirs M^ deduced thereoQti reduces the Income to 
^^ about SevftUy-fot pounds per Mnrnn: 

<* That many, of your Pefitioners being Gentlemen of fmall 
«« fortunes, and bi»ving little elfe to depend oU than this income^ 
^* and fome of your Prtkmers being married and having chii* 
«« dri:n« wtU b« v«ry lauch dtftrefled if (hify (hou|4 not be per- 
« Idicted f<»>W/ their Qfl&ee^ or Places. . 

•' Tbvr Petrikftufi tbft^N vfitb ih» ^'eiiteft Dtfireiice fitb* 

*• mit tbtir Cafe to thif yuftki and U^ifdoih of this ^*- 

** mt^bU HwiHEi tritJNt^t tbdt on du/Con/iekriiiion tb^ 

' *y jhiit- bme ^Uoh Inimt^tks 4fli/> RiMef hi the Ptt/i^Jgft 

** as fo this Honorable HovsKjMtfe&m thfti.'^ ' 

; ,; ; V *. . . c • jt^foitr VtA(i6ntfsybalf ^'oeypn^* 

Frbtb the1bre-g€>Irtg B^lbiK, ^r, the pfeietti'll^te of the SAwik 
BM^^ dtibit |M)hit«1}tf tiblleaidd ; Imk httt^tiiAit^^tig I hftre treH 
padedf fii> ftiiKh-^tl^lW^ pdli^Adt, tHerei^b -fiSdie^paiticTita^ yet 
temiiining; With 4)(rbiek> Y ftffifft bdg kd«(^ ib- ;^Mil)r ^ibr 8 f<^ 
ctnhiMes loii^« ^ '' 

In the Lift of the Ogiters and Gentlemen heiim giveti m thid 
It<Agl«;of^¥ii6 'HKttyf , alid Iti 4l)ofhei^ \9liicll I'Hai^e fi^ni'the 
Harbin^r \p xAt^<k\iw6^i hi ^\A^ #^ &eMe 897^ faKei^ A6 nti^' 
tic*, ahd WKb; -^frlew-n'fnJiftLofd'HMittfdbri^a'i:^ ^raHtht? 
Rank oi 2i Gentleman' Harbinger. OurKings* till the late Ae^BTfri 
(1782) \\?iA thxct Oi^x;^ oi Harbingers, vi^* A Knight- IhirbilH 
ifvr;<^one or wore Gvhflemen- Harbingers 'i-^and five df fiAdk-e 
Teometr-Hetrbinget^s. 'It is not nectetfaiy ti) go Jnt<i the Funftioli*' 
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of thefc Officers on thii iccalion ; fuffice it tafey, that tn' the: 
diflribution of lodgings formerly, when the Court tn6ved . iQt 
progrefles, &c, the l&if^A/-Harbmger provided for tftc^aecoiite- 
modation of the King and Ro-yal Family, —tHe(5f»f /Aim* 
HarbingeFS for the Great Officers ^-^^tkd the Teamen ^flkTbing^rs^ 
for the reft of the Retinue* : k was therefore-nofmaiF honoiir/ 
that the Band of Pei^sioners (hould be allowed a ^peetilrar Of^ 
iicer of this denomination, and a^ftHl greater, that he (hould Be of: 
thtfecond Orden There is* at this time another Appendage of a 
late date,.vii« ^Mejptnger and Aice^keeper^ (oonfolidated Officer) 
Bot {)roperIy a branch of the Eftabltfliment, as the party is paid by 
the Baho z'-this letter. 9pplHrteaADce however icems rather to 
liavebeer^a revival^ by general co^fcut; foF wq have ieen that: 
formerly each Gentleman^ on Mufiers, and fuch other occafions^^ 
was allo|ve4^ to have his A?ie borne fiftM hioi^ by a fervant, to ^ 
the' places o£Rendezvo)^f^ ^ 

• ThoCfNTxaiMSN Pi^iMioMEES aic now {{y fed E/^i^irf J in* their 
Warrantsof Appointment, which puts them upon a par with Capi- 
ta! ice UitbeArmji^^ though they have no military Rank ;^ and'; 
j^i it is at^fepvable^ that in the Proclamatioa whereby ^fr« Pofqi 
^ declared a Tn^itor, i& the S^tDign* of K# Jamea I., be i& deftribed^ 
by tjie^iiaiPfte aodt^iddition^of TbQai9AfQifcy;.<?^if«raii., There 
vfvcz feveral Proclamations eclating to him^ in uot-oncjof iwhicb 
h«<isftyliM|£/^>ip. • . - 

Ac what time cbo C/a^I^ w4S;fiirft.?4M^>^<'^^><0 ^^^ 
^efent mode (accprdlng to. th* fa(Ki9n .^f thft day), , I capuot ; 
deteriPfie^thopgh it may mod prpbabljl hit. ,attrib!Mi6d.to tbe pen 



'^ The (Mce%x>tGentl<num'HarytHgir znATeomm H&thingers^ jBTcrf . abolilhed t 
1781 :' and- that o( -KfiigbhHhrkinger now onl^rremains*- 

• f.I^iorf no triCQof thefe fubordioate Officers in che:Sceftpt£ut«St ettl^of : 
Ghamberlajmc or Mi^,. till, the beginning of the Re i^yuof.JKLing Q ^ffi 11^ 
The Meffenger's it the oftenlible Office, aod ■■■■■■■■■ipHil. the Foil ; 
oi J^fi'keiptr 19 undeiftood to pafs with it, though not ex|irefle4 in ^Mif- - 
Jt^tfi^i Warrant*. 
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ilod of tlic Rcftoration, from which time it has acquired on 
every change, a ftill more military Caft. There fcems gene- 
rally to'havc been a conformity of drcfs, at leaftin the Outward 
Gzrmcnt o£ the Band : thus at the fiege of Boulogne, (1544) wc 
have feen the PenJtTners habited alikey and again at the Corona- 
tiofiof K. Edw. VI. though indeed at one of the Muflers in that 
King*s Reign they appear varioufly drefled and ornamented) We 
however find their Habit reftored to uniformity in the Reigns of 
Q^Mary and Q^ Elizabeth, after which w^ have no view of it 
till we come vtty near our own times*. The prefent Uniform 
ii {& well kiK>wn as to require no defcriptioD, and may poffibljr 
alter in fbmt points on the next Renewal, being entirely at (he 
plcafure of* the Captain^ with the Kin^s approbation : — ^but I 
feem to have faid enough already on the fubjeS to draw upoa. 
myfelf the Cenfure which Bifliop Nicolfbii has pafled upon Hall 
the Chronicler f. ^ ■ 

With refpeflr to tt}^w Enjigns of Office^ theCAPTAiir bcart 
an Efbony Staff with a Gold Head^ in the form of a Cane, which 
he receives from the King, without any other Commiflion, and 
which he furrenders Irkewife to the Kino on the Refignatioa of 
his Poft. At what preciie time this Badge was firft adopted, wo ' 
can only conje6:ure: thus imich however feems to carry it (• 
the Reftoration, as in a Plate of a Proceflion of the Knights of 

^ The following circumftances may ferve to fhew fometliing of the oficia) 
HaUt in the earlier parts of the prefent Century. In the Order for New Cloitht 
on the Birtli-day of King George l« (I^iy aSi 1726)) it is fpeciiied that tlid Gea* 
tiemcn ihould wear Scarlet StQckingu In the next Rejgp, (A. D. 1751 ) tbejr 
were exchanged for Light Grey Stockings^ and the Order further j^refcrlbed Briga- 
ditr-'Piruhs and Buckjkin-Ghves. [Order-Book]. 

f ** If -the Reader^** fay§ bit Lordfbip^ *« dcfircs to ttiow what fort of Cloathc * 
<* were worn in each King's Reign, and how the Faihions altered, this is an Hi- 
'* ftorian for his purpoie.** [Eogli(h Hiftorical Lib ary^ p. 7iv2d edit.] 

N a *h« 



the Garter;, 167 1, In Afliraolc's Hiftory of the.Qrder^ theCAr«.. 
TAIN is placed atthe head of the Band with a fimiUr^B^^iff *« ^ 

The Captaik is fwo^n into hi&Poft by the LwkChaii*' 
BERL AiN in per/an^ by virtue of the Ki^Ja s Warraiin . 

TheLi£UT£NAKT and St Ai^FOA&D -BB ASEH havefiimliA:St8l¥99^ 
of Eiony^ with Hcads^ -S//wr» which- they Itkew^lCsr^c^ifieihMii 1 
the K#NG^ as Inveftitures m Office, .after which they am f^^ofn bj^ 
the Clerk of the Cheqifey in coafequence of a v Warrant frao*.lh*. 
C APT A I N^ The C1.BJRK or T hb Ch»qve wears - an OffioerV 
XJniform^ andhaa likqwirp^aa,£^«y J^aff^^inferiopljAoraiimfttted:' 
041 . the |Ie^ . (b^ii^ parUy ^&7t>tfr and |>artly /vary), whidi was - 
fkil aU(%wpd« by tIie,Duke,*of JSfflnta^ when Csqxai^, ^737r ^^'^ 
appears from the Oi4ec*Bdok oow bofiKeiAe^ whercuhe JbUown- 
ii|g Mfisnotaadum is found ; ; 

4 u : / •' .I>c©i .7th, I.737* ^ 

^^' His; Gf^ce the Huks of Montagu was plfaiod to gi^de^.a » 
*^ ^^.^ ^^i«PW Tpraeys. Eiqr <^rk tf ,ikr Cbfiqut^. and dtreiftfed : 
^\^h^iVi,to c;^^/t^ i^Qie whei^ycr h^ 4jt(eB4ed^B bia^MAjESTW 
^S if^t)^ Ff^en^(^Ch(fmbir^^^ 

• y\)}\ Oifi^r. is f^yofn-hy theCAPTAiM }-»-^»dieG$ives tlpe Stiffs 
fqpqi hi^rPt^jLidjiiot frooatl^IC^ ., . 

Tlj^e^Q'^^Ti^BiMEN i^ arcfyvorp l)f^he^Ct/;*^;^,./Af *:■ 

Cy^(y«f^j« i?ythe CAPTAiwVWajrr^nt., ; 

It ^eed not.be faid that, the principal In/igHia of ^Office belong* - 
ii|g to tbe.GENTiEMEN are theit ^e!i* The Heads of thena 1 
r^ferriibjei the . ancient yiw^i ufed io cloieoofec with tbi>.enc« . 
my ; - the. ofienftve part ^ ia fn^aUer^ for eaie and convenience ; . 
though the Shaft is longer,; for State: fo tha( the proper term for ^ 
tfaemisP^/^-^fjy they being elongated £^///t?^yifv(ri« This weapoa <w 
wa&.fora^exly-a part of the Royal EquipnKnt ^m War> ^aad iit 1 

« Chip. JCXi: Seft. 4, 

t Order-Sook. This Indulgence carries the more honour with it, as the Cler\ ' 
rf tbt'Chequi of the. Tcwun of the Guard has no iuch official Badge* 

engravings ■ 
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cngravHigs from old Portraits we often fee martial Kings drawn 
with the Battle^Axe in their hands ; 9nd at funerals, both of our 
KliNGS^ and even of Queens Regent, ^tAxe was carried with 
great pomp, and offered together with the reft of the armorial Re- 
galia at the Altar. Thus at the interment of K. Henry VII. Sir 
David Owen carried the King*s Helmet, which was crowned; after 
whom ** rode Sir Edward Howard, the fecond fon of the Earl 
*« of Surrey, Treafurer of England, armej^ compleat with the 
** King's Harnefs, .his face difcovered, bearing in his hand the 
•* King's Battle-Axe^ the head downwards, tefting on his foot V* ' 
Again, at the funeral of ^^ Afory, after the perfbns who boro 
the Ihlmei and Creft, .« the Man of Arms, the^Lord Sheflicld^: 
**' came riding, armed at all pieces iaving the head, with a Pole^ - 
«* '^^. in. hi* h^nd, .and lighted at theCh6^ir dobr^ ,and beiitg \ 
** -led from thence to the High Altar by *wo noblemen, offered 
*•• the.faid Pole^Axt^ aud^after went to^thc Veftry, and was^ 
** there unarmed +.**. 

The Axes of the Pinjionerp are rcprcfeotcd* very diiferemfy 
fhom ^y other appearance of them that we have opportunity of * 
obCsrving, in Vandyck'^s fkitch of the Proceflidh of the Knights 
of the Garter, ^,1634^^ propofed as part of a delineated hiAory of r 
the Order^.ta have been repre£en€ed (to confoirmity with the 
Ceiling) on the Walls of the Banquetifig-houlc at Whrtehall J.'* ^ 
The Axei there have rather the form of' Adzfs^ without any . 
pilce or ho^zontal fpikes, as at prefent, with the Shaft quite 
plfain and unornamented, ^whereas, even 10 thereigti of Queen < 
Elizabeth, in the Hunfdon paindiVg, they cotao mttch: nearer 
thofe in ufe at this time. , In the next reign (of Charles II.) the » 
Axes feem entirely to have aiTumed their prefent (hape and eoii-i* 

* Lcland's Colle^neat Vol. IV» p. 3032 in the Addenda. . 

f Idem. Vdl. V. p. ^321. . 

\ The origrnfil in the pofiMfion of the Eiid of Nortfat^toa, to engraving of 
wbitih waispnbltfhcfd in 1783, in Aqua tin^ay by Rfdiard Cooper^ See more of^^< 
thie.defign in Mr. Walpole^ 'Aoeodottt of Pftiming in England. Arr. Vandyck. 

6- beliiihment$> . 
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bellifhmeuts, as we may diftern from the reprelentation of a pro- 
celfion of the Knights of the Garter given by Aflimole*. The 
above drawing of Vandyck being in Chiaro fcurOi the Colour of 
the Habit of the Penjionen is oot difcernible ; neither does the 
CaptaifCs official Baton (if then in ufc) appear fron the 
Proceffion in the year 1639; for TBeopbilui^AKi. g^ Suffolk 
(then the Captain) being a Knight-companion of the Order, 
walked in his place, and is not diftingui(hed from the other 
Knights by any Enfign of Office. 

On a Demife of the Crown, or on the Death of a Queen-Con- 
fort, the Band of Pensioners attend the Funeral, and flank the- 
Canopy, carrying t\it\x Axes revcrfed, and on feveral of thefe oc- 
caiions the Axes have been put in Mournings that is, their Tufts 
were black, and their Shafts were covered with black velvet, 
fludded with black nails, indead of the ufual coveiing of crim^« 
fon velvet, ornamented with gilt nails, ficc-f*. 

♦ Hift. of the Order of the Garter, Chap. XXI. Scft. 4. 

t This was done on the demife of ^Jnne'-oi K, George h and of ^ Cart- 
lim. Till the Acceffion of bis prefent Majefty, Orders for the Mourning liTued 
from «he Captain in wntingj addrelTed to the Clerk of the Cheque^ who notified 
them to the Ban4^ and were not included in any public Order from the Earl Afar- 
Jial-^the Lord Chamber laim^ or the Secretary at IVar. On the demife of the late 
King, to give the Court a more miKury appearance^ it was only required that 
•the Band and the Offitert^ (together with the Ojfflcirs of the Tcomen of the Guard,] 
in common with naval and military Officers, Ihould wear a Crape round the left 
•arm : by which means the Band became included in the Order for Mourning 
wMchiflued from the War^Office. 

Having gone thus far into mtitutise, it may not be amifs to prefcrve the laft Or- 
der of this kind, which iflued interiorly from the Captain. 

On th; demife of the Crown [1727 J thefitfir^ was direded to wear— << Scarlet 
«< Coats trimmed with black, black cloth Waiftcoats and Breeches, black Swords 
*^ and Buckles, and to put their Ajces in Mourning.'* 

On ^ Carolines death [1737] thcMourni; g was ftill clpfcr, vlx.— ** Scarlet 
^^ elolh Coats, without bupona 00 the fleevei, or pocketsi with Waiftcoats and 
<< Breeches of black cloth. Weepers broad hemmed^ chamoy Gloves, crape Hat- 
'< baadt, black Swords and Buckles, and their Axes to be covered with black vel- 
« vet/' [Ordcr-Book.] 

Some- 
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Sbmethitig might be expeded in this account concerning the 
Battle-' Axe-Guards in Ireland; but they, being a body of 
Tiomert of tht Guard (like thofe in England) will be. mentioned . 
in a^future Memoir. 

As to the Duty of the Gentlemen Pensioners at prefent,' it- 
may be termed very inconfiderable, having dtminifhed in propor^ 
tion as State has relaxed, and indeed it has always been governed t 
by the temper of thfe times ; lb that the Band has long been an : 
ina£live Body, merely appertaining to the Kino*s domeftioDig-; 
nity, though liable to be called Into Field-attendanccf in confor- - 
naity with what wc have feen was intended In the* lad Reign. 

Five of thole Gentlemen who are on the quarterly Rota now^* 
appear every Le^yUDsy and every Drawihg-roomDiyj in the Pre* • 
f^ce- Chbrnblri and (land to. their Arms when any of the RdyaL 
Family paft through ^^ 

* On Sundays f, and -whenever the Kino, goes to thb Chapel^, 
the whole $iffarterl^ Guard' of ?7w^«/)^ keep the Fafs in the: 
Frefence^Chbmber. ia gpingt and in the G^/fery ron. the* return, , 
bringing up the rear of the ProceflToo. „ In tlic Room where the • 
King receivesanAddrefsoathe Throne, they are rank'ed in* like 
manner, , as they alio are in. the interior Approach) ta the Houje, 
^.P^^rx when the. K I Na goes thither, excepting the F/w Gen- 
tlemen Rationed at St. Jamei^s*. Oaall fach.occa(ions they art; 
covered en. militaire. 

This attendance. at the entrance of the H6ufe\ofFiers is a rem^. 
nant of their ancient Duty^ which wa& formerly carried much fur* - 
tber : :for in the reign, of King James L when theXiK^ and the. : 
Pbbrs went in procefHon to A2r//tf^M/'On:.horfoback: in their 
^obc%i xhc. Gentlemen Pen/hners {}. prefume the. whole Band).; 
eicortedvthe KmG on each fide of th^ .Cavalcade on/oot f« . 

* See the Duke of Montagu's LttUer,.,jin(ea| p. 91.4 wbcffeiB this iadulgenco 
a»4o number it given. 

f ExtraAs from the Jouroai of Sir Siinoftds-D'Ewes, in Bibt. T^pog. Brit*^ 
If. XY. ppi 19* 20^ The original is. in Bihl» Harl. N. i64ti(. . 

The. 
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The Duty of the. Five Oentlemeu attending in* the Pr^finci^ 
Chamber likewife went further in the late Retga than it now 
does; for an Order made by the Duke of Montagu (xht Cap- 
tain) in the year i737f ^^^^s* ^^^^ whqn the Kino goes to 
the Parliament yHouJep «^ the Five Gentlemen, waiting in the 
*^ Prefence^Cbamber^ do always att(;od his Majesty down ftair& 
" with their Axes^ to his Coach, and wait till it is gone ofE; 
(' and on his return from the Houfe to St. J^<noi\ they are to 
<^ receive him at his alighting out of his Coacb^ and guard his 
*« Majesty up-ftairs to the iPr^€nce^Cbnmber^ where they 
" ufually wait/* This Order moreover enjoins, that ^^Four 
** of the Gentlemen in waiting on his Majesty at the Parlia^ 
«< ment-Houfe^ do receive him at his getting out of his Coaclu 
** and follow into the Princes Chamber^ w|^re his Majesty. 
<* robes, and place themfelves as near the Kino as conveniently 
^^ may be, before the Teomea rftbe Guards and (land to their 
^^ Arms till his Majesty is gone into the J^oufe ; and that 
*< they place themfelves in a like manner ag^ioft his Majesty 
" comes out of the Houfe^ and whilft his Majesty un^robes,, 
** and attend him down ffalrs to his Coach V* 

And now^ Sir, I have but one more official Circumftance to 
trouble you with on the part of tlxe Band, not the leaft ancient, 
nor the lead honourable. Branch of their Duty, which is that the 
Gentlemen Penfioners have a pr^efcriptive Right to carry up the 
Royal Dinner on Coronations^ without exhibiting any Claims, 
as others do, who often contend for the performance of (imilar 
Offices on fuch occaiions, xtio^zXwy oi Carver ^Cup-heareir^^ewer^ 
&:c. &c. &c. Thefe lafl: being feudal fervices, appendant to Lands 
and Offces held of the Crown, to be performed folefy on Coro* 
nations, occur but fcldom, while the Band of PitNsidN'ERS 
had the further honour of carrying up the fecbnd Coarfe at St. 

• Order^^Book. 

George's 
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George's Fcaft. This, which forinerly was an annual Solemnity 
of the firft magnitude (exclufive of Feftivals purely religious) ifs 
DOW not obierved^ except as a Collar^day, when the 23d of 
April (St. George's Day) falls oq a Sui^day ; unlefs we may be 
allowed, by tranfpofition to call /i&ii/ day St« George's Feaft, when 
there is an luftallation of Knights of the Garter at Windfor, 
on which occalion likewife, if the Kino be prefent, the Gen- 
tlemen Pensionsk^ qow perform, the Office of carrying up 
the fecond Courfe *• ♦ 

In reward for fuch Service on Coronations, the Sovereign has 
of late years ufually conferred the Honour of Knighthood on 
fome of the Officers or Gentlemen rftbe Band^ ordering the cuf- 
tormary Fees to he paid at theXreafury ; aod on Inftallations the 
King often confers the fame Honour,, but does not carry the 
compliment io far as to difcharge the Fees ^2^ This 

^ The Ceremonial of ferving the (econd Courfe of the Royal Dinner on Inftal- 
kitions of Knights of the Garter b thus exhibited by Afhoiole, as performed j66j, 
though he conftfles that the drawing is defeftive £or want of room in the Plate H :<— » 
Enough however is preferved fot our purpofe, viz» 
*< Two Serjeants at Arms, *' Two Serjeants at Armr, 

« Comptroller of the Houfliold; *^ Treafurer Of the Houfhoid. 

<*The Sewen 
^ GxNTLBMKN Pen s^ioNE&t^ carrying the Difiies^ 

*• Twtt and Two. 
^ Mafter of the Houfhold^ <« CefFerer of the Houfliold^ 

<' A Clerk of the Green Clothe ^ A Clerk of the Green C(otb» 

<< A Clerk Comptfoller of the Greea ^ A Clerk ComptroUec of die Greea 

*• Cloth, «« Cloth. 

M Second Clerk of the Kitchen, . «< Chief Clerk of the Kitchen. 

t On th^CosonatioD of hia prtfent Majbsty the StanJard-^harer and the Senior 
GfutUman of the Band were knighted, and the ufual Fees paid at the Treafnry; 
pn the other hand, when the King aflumed bis SuU at Windfor, u Sovereign of 
the Order, 1762, the Limtonant of the Band received the honour of Knight-^ 

• I Order of the Otrter, pp. 518. «t. fe^ 

O hood; 
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This honourable Service of carrying up a part at kaft of the 
Royal Dinner^ has lon^ been an appendage of (Hfice to the Band 
on other folemn and fpleodid occafions, as well as at Corona- 
tions and at St. George's Feaft* Thus on the Marriage of King 
Philip and Queen Mary, the Gentlemen Penfioners we are told 
<:hiefly carried up the Dinner, at which Ceremony their Cap* 
TAIN {Tb<mas Hatclife^ Earl of Suje*) officiated as Sewer ^i 
On other lefs public Solemnities, ^nd even in Progrefles, when 
the Sovereign cither gave or accepted an entertainment in State^ 
the Band performed the fameOffice : as for example, when Q. 
(Elizabeth, in a Progrefs,\viiked Arch-bifi^op Paticer, at-Can^ 
terbury, 1573? the Dimier was ierved by her M^^jbsty^s Pek- 
sioN£AS,«i^«« Regina^ a Stipatoritois, quos Penfionarks appellant, 
^* in mens4 minlftratum eft f /* 

To return, Sir, ibr a moment, to the Ceromoa^y ufed af In* 
ftf^llations of Knights 0/ thp Garter, Afl»inple t*Us us that the 
Band formerly went \\\ guard Ofi eskch fide of th« Sovereign ani} 
the Knights-Companiotis, as they did, Ua inftance, in t^e eighth 
year of King Charles L to and from St. Oeorge^s Chapel^: but 
afterwarjds, in the next reign^ when Afhmple wrpte, the Ban p. 
rlofed the Proceffion, T^vxq and 3w^, with the Captain at 
their head ||. This change of Poft Iiad at that time taken place 

hood ; but the Fees were not allowed by the Trcafury-Board, for want of a pre- 
cedent, and the Lieutenant paid them hiinfcif— as did the Clerk of tbt Cbegue^ 
who was knighted at tlie Inftaiiation, 1771. King Charles I. foon after his Co* 
ronation in Scotland (1633) knighted no lefs than feventeen of his Gentlemen 
Pensioners. [Catalogue of Knights made by King Charles, collefted by T, W. 
London, 1642, duod.] 

^ Strype's Memorials. Vxd. IFF* p* 136* TIm OAce of die ^^jjer is t^ place 
tVe Dt/hcs pt-cperly op the Tahle. 

t The accoon^r of this Progrefi, written ih ^atiii, i«^v«a ia ihe Ap^ndix \f^ 
dyf! fecopd Volitinf. of & r y pe*s A n nal« of the lU fonnat ioiu 

} Hift. of ihc Order of thp Qartjcr, pp. j«5f S^% 57|p« 

}| I^cm, Sec the Plate beiwecn p, 576 ^nd p. 577. 
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111 Other Procefiions^ as we have feen iu the courfe of this Me- 
moir, and therefore may be attributed to the Reftoration, a pe« 
riod which introduced many fimilar alterations about the Court. 
While the Sovereign's Table on thefe occaiions is thus ferved 
by his Band of Gentlemen FENsioNERSt the Teomen of the 
Guard (who daily carry up the King's Dinner in private) are 
coniigned to the performance of the like Office at the Table of the 
Knights^Campanions : — and as I cannot leave the Band in the 
pofleflion of a more honourable Employment, I here. Sir, fet 
you at liberty, with many Apologies for the length of this 
Memoir, and remain, with great Refpefl for You and the So- 
ciety, 

Your obliged^ 

and mod: obedient, 

humble iervant. 



Samuel Vzqoz. 



Whitehall, 
June 4, 1784* 
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APPENDIX. N^X 



IT is fcarcely pofliblc. Sir, at this dfftance df time, to pre - 
fervc a regular fucceffion of the fcveral Captains of the Bani> 
of Pensioners from its Inftitution, which comprefacnds a pe- 
Tiod of more than Two Hundred and Seventy Tears : but fuch 
whofe Names and Titles have occurred in the courfe ofthe.prc- 
« ceding Refearch^ are here given from the authorities which have 
'offered themfelvcs. By 'the following Lift it will appear that 
the Band has always been thought a Poft of high and diftin- 
:guiihed honour, "not unworthy the acceptance of the firft No- 
bility, and which, in one cafe only, (that of Sir Anthony Browne, 
who was a Knight of the Garter) has been conferred \}^on a 
Commoner. 

ALTS 

OF THE 

CAPTAINS 

Of the B A N D of 

^Gentlemen Pensioners, 

From its EflaUi/hmenf^ 
A. D. 1509*. 

K. HENRY Vm. 
Henry (Bourchier) Earl of^ 
EssEX-The Firft Captam. } ^^^^^^ P^^^^^^^S ^^^^^^' P''^- 

ff 

i ♦ • ' 

• The Dates, for the moft part> refer to the -times when the Captains are 
)found iR Office, and not to the precifc year of th^ir rcfpcftife Appointments, 



1 uo ] 

Sir Anthony Browne, KntA ,, 
of the Garter, . j Memoir, p. 25. 

WiLHAM (Pfirr) Earl */t ,, 
Essex •. ) ^*"^~^' P- *<5- 



K, EDJ9^jiRD VI. 
William C-ftrr; Makivis 

^NoitTHAMPTOy. 



I Memoir, p. 30* 



K. PHILIP and ^M ART. 

William (Parr) MAfto^riSi 
NoiiTttAMPTON+. / Memoir, p. 45. 

Thomas (RitcHffe) Earl «/" 1 
' Sussex. / Memoir, p. to6. 



^. ELIZABETH. 

Henry (Cary) Lord Huns- 
do k« 

George (Cary) Lord Huns- 
don. 



I Memoir, p. 56* 
I Memoir, p. 61* 

K, JAMES I. 
George (Girjr) Lord Huns- I Memoir, p. 49. 

DON. ^ 

Henry ('P^o'; E. S^ Nor.| j^^^^j 

^ So created after tht deatli of HeAry. Bourchler, Che bte Eftrli wkofie bk 
Jaugbtcr he had married. [Vid. Memotri p. 261 in aKote.] Hb Lord(hip was 
created Mariitiii of KorchamptOfs 10 the fidi year ^f King Edward VL XVid« 
Note to Pi^e 31 of tke Memoir.] 

t Attainted^ ^SH* 

X beprivedi i6od» 

Tho- 



1 
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Thomas {HmardJ Earl of\ . 

Suffolk. [1615.] j MS. m Coll. Atm. 

THBOPHiLUs(.£f<m;«r«r/LoiiDi MS. in thcLtbraryof the£<if-/ 
Walden*, [1616.] J ofSbelbwme, 

K. CHARLES I. 

^ y. o ^ '^ >> Memoir, p. J02. 

Earl 0/ Suffolk. j '^ 

William fCecitJ Earl ./i j^^^^j ^^ , 

Salisbury* J ^ rr i / 

Francis (^L</>A^LoRi>DuKSO -^ j , • « 

MORE [1643.+./ ) ^"8*^*^'^ ^~^*^- 

K, CHARLES II. 

Henry (IVentwrtb) EarlI Memoir, IJ. 76. 
o/" Cleveland. * 

John (Belafis) Lord Belo , 

lasis ^V.r/^i^. ] Colka*** Peerage. 

Thomas /Pr/izA^ViscouNt-* __ . . » ■» w^ 
FACCON...O {^b^^ J.] } D«8''»^' ^"'"'S'- 

WEHTWCTBfDfc; Ea.I.1 p ^„^^j 

^Roscommon [1674.] j ° 

Robert /^Xm^^^ Earl e/" ) Collins^ Peerage. 

SCARSOALB [1^84*] J ' 

jr.7^Affi^ II. 

Tbhophilos (Haltittgi)lLhsx-i (j^ujai's Fecn^. 

^HOMTINOOOR [1^87.3 j[' 

* He became EmrltfSufiA^ 1636. 
•f Created lb»l ^ CkUMie^ W644. 
I Oa the tefi|Mti(Mi «f bit Uack X#r/ B#fc^ tf fttUh' t*>*^*«« ««» Cdl ■ 



Jir. WILLIJM III. 



LACE*. I Memoir, p. 7j^. 

» 

Ralph (Montagu J Earl 2^1 q^? 

Montagu. J 



Charles /^F/Vxr^pr;. Duke ^V Memoir, p.H8«. 
St. Albans [1695].* J. 



Henry (t^-^.r/./-; Duke ?/"i ^^lUos's Pcerj^gs. 
Beaufort, [1710.J J 



: ' « 






K.GEORG^.L . ■ ' * 
Charles f F;'t%rdy J Dvke a/l Collinses Peerag^c 
St. Albans, [reftored 1714 +•]/ 
William [Cavendljb] Maji-. ^. ^^^^.^p ^^ 

QyiS0/HARy.INGTONj_.I736j.JJ. r , ^ • «=» 



K. GEORGE .11 . 

Richard fB^'A?; ^arl »/i;^ollins's Peerage. 
Burlington, [1731. J J 

Tohn (Montagu J Duke 2^1** 
«, ' r T 1 Memoir, p. oi« 

Montagu, [1734-] J . 

Charles (BauietJ JQUke ^ . 
Bolton, [ 1 740.] j.ColIinji's Peerpge. 



i • «" 



I 



f 'His Lar^f^kA in the comi»an<!;, , 16^3; [Cdtfins's l^ccr*agc ] 
t His Grac^ died in the Comtnand, 1746. [CotIins*s Peerage J 
4 • Hir Ln^Jbif became Duki of Dtv^njbin^ 1 J| 29. 
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Alien 
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Allev (BatAurfi) LokdBa-1 _ ,,. , _ 
THuasT, [.74Z». j Collms's Peerage. 

[,745+.) j Colhns s Peerage. 

John {Berkeley) Lord Ber-^ p.ii:„.v p^.,„. 

a:. GEORGE TIL 

George-Henry (L/^^ Earl 
g/'LiCHFiELD, [1762 !(.] 

George {Edgecumbe) Lord 
£dgecvmee» [1772 §.] 

George {Tawnjbend^ Load 
DEF£RRARs,Mar.29,[ 1 782 **.] 

Georoe^'Bvssy {yilliers) £• 
{/^ Jersey, [May 14, 1783.] 

Georob(7'^w^m^^Lord db 
Ferrars, [Dec. 31, 1783 ff,] 

nav 

EARL of LEICESTER, %%. 

^ Created Earl Bathurft, 1772. 

f Cvezted Earl 0/ Buckingham/hire, 1749* 

I lli% LorJ/bip TC^gncd^ Iji^' 

II His Lord/hip died in the Command, 177a. 

§ Created Vifcount Mqjont- Edgecombe and Vtlletort, i^tu 
** His Lord/hip refigned the Command^ 1783* 
ft Re-appointed on the refignation of the Earl rfj^rftf. 
XI Bj Patent of Creation, i784« 

It is rather fingiilar, as an obftrvation of the moment, that the Earl of Leicef- 
ter, the prefsnt Captain, is, as Baron Bourchier and Loavaine, the lineal 
Heir and Reprefentative of the Family of Henry Bourebier, Earl of Eflex, the 
firjl Captain of the Sanp. 
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APPENDIX. NO II. 

SINCE the foregoing flieets were printed off, I have been 
favoured with the ufe of an old Order-Book belonging to the 
Band which contains fomeCircunQftances that were hitherto un^ 
known to me, and which other wife would have been inter* 
woven in their proper places. The moft material matter be* 
fore me is a Copy of the Orders of K. James II. which differ 
very widely from thofe either of K. Charles I. or K. Charles IL 
We (hall there find each Gentleman Pensioner again obliged 
to the finding ofTbreeGrezt Horfes for himfclf and Ttifo fervants,, 
with Arms and other military Habiliments. We there Jikc- 
wife meet with Eighty Gentlemen at Arms^ or P£'N&ioner8 
Extraordinary^ each of whom was to provide One Great Horfe 
and proper Accoutrements. Thefe Orders varying fo much from 
any that have preceded, I here infert a Copy of them, omitting 
fuch Articles as are in words or fubdance the fame as thofe ef 
the Reign of King Charles I. given in the Memoir^ p.. 69.. 

ORDERS e/^KiNG James IL A. D* 1684. 

I. The Honourable Band of our Gentlemen Penfioners having t%i 
Honour to have daily accefs into our Prefence Chamber as being our 
nearefi Guard and principal military Corps of our Houfhold— wVi 
which bonoMrable Band our Royal Father in bis late Civil Wars% 
fts well as tf/^^r Princes our Predecejfon^ having found great fervid 
as npeU in the guard of their Royal Perfous as that it hath ferved 
them as a Nurfery to breed up the Nobility and Gentry of the Realm 
in mlitary Difcipline^ and fit them to be Commanders in their Wars — 



^ / 



[ '15 ] 

and Wc having taken notice that ftveral Pirfons have been ad^ 
mit ted into the /aid Band not qualified as beret^jfore for thatfervice^ 
which has rendered the /aid Bznd lefs grateful to Us; We think Jit 
and or dain^^T HAT benceforib nwe Jhall be admitted to be of the 
Forty Gentlemen Penfioners in Ordinary but the Sons of ^o\A^^ 
men or Gentlemen of Blood, or fuch Pcrfons who by their valour, 
and good conduEl in the wars have diftinguijbed themfelves as Com^ 
mijfioned Officers in our forces^ and who Jhall^ for the term of fix 
Months at the leaft^ bavefervedat their own proper charge as Gen* 
tletnen at Arms, commonly called Gentlemen Penfioners Extraor- 
^imr y of the faid B^nd. 

2. None that is orjball be a Servant^ or retained to any P erf on 
or Perfons of any degree or condition whatfoever by Oatb^ Livery ,^ 
Badge ^ Promife, or otherwife^ but to Us only^ Jhall be of the Forty 
Gentlemen Penfioners in Ordinary, or of the Eighty Gentlemen 
at Arms or Penfioners Extraordinary of the faid Bzxid. 

3. Ifyfft or the Captain of the faidBwjy Jhall think fit to re^ 
move any or^ all of the Forty Gentlemen Penfioners in Ordinary 
now of the Bsiudf thofe who have bought their Places^ that Jhall be 

fo removed^ Jhall receive Half-pay during their lives reJpeSlively ; 
and thoje that fucceed in their places the other Half : and after 
their death the Whole. 

4. The Captain of the Band Jhall have freedom and power of 
difpofing oj the places of all the Gentlemen Penfioners in Ordinary 
^nd of all the Gentlemen Penfioners Extraordinary which Jhall at 
any time become vacant in as full and ample a manner as any Captain 
of the Band have enjoyed and pra^ifed the fame befdre the laftEfta^ 
blijhment in the year 1 6 70— 7^^ faid Eftablijhment or any thing 
therein contained to the contrary notwithftanding. 

5. The fame as in the Orders ofK. Charles L 

6. The fame &c. 

7. The fame ^c. 
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8. The fame &c. 

9 jind every Gentleman Penfioner Extraordinary ^ 

faitingjhall^ for thefirfi default^ be obliged to perform double Duty ; 
and for the fecond default to perform triple Daty ; and for the third 
default to be clearly expulfed and put out if the Room of a Gentle- 
man Penfioner Extraordinary. 

lo. The fame as in the Orders ofK. Charles I. 

IK 5^^ ^/V Gentlemen Penfioners in Ordinary being required 
by their Inftitution every of them to be well and fi^iently provided 
and furntjhed with his Three Great Hqrfes for himfelf and his 
Servants J with Arms and all other Habiliments to the fame apper^ 
taining^ the performance whereof our late Brother^ King Charles 
the Second, was pleafed to dijpenfe with till hefhould think fit t^ re^ 
quire the faincy-^t is ovR vlzasvr^ thatfrom henceforth the Forty 
Gentlemen Penfioners in Ordinary, and the Eighty Gentlemen 
Penfioners Extraordinary, fhdll each of them be fufficientfy fur^ 
nijhed and provided with one Great Horfe, with a Cafe of Piftols, 
a Broad Sword, an Iron Back, Breaft, and Head*piece, with pro^ 
per Furniture and Accoutrements to the fame appertaining^ to be 
ready therewith within two days Warning to be given tbem by their 
Captain, I^ieu tenant, ^r Standard-bearer, on failure wheretf tht 
Gentlemen Penfioners in Ordinary to forfeit Ten days Wages for 
the fir ft default^ and for the fecond default to forfeit a Month's Wa- 
ges^ and for the third default to be clearly expulfed and put out of 
the Room of a Gentleman Penfioner in Ordinary, and to lofe his 
whole garter'' s Wages. And every Gentleman Penfioner Extra^ 
ordinary who fl^all jail to befurnifijed and provided with llorfe and 
Arms as, aforefaid^ and to be ready therewith within Two Days 
notice to be given him by his Captain, Lieutenant, or Standard*, 
bearer, Jhall be clearly expulfed and put out of the room of a Gen- 
tleman Penfioner Extraordinary. 

12, Every 
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1 2. Every Gentleman Penfiener in Ordinary Jball dlfo Jtffi* 
dentiy. furnijh and provide him/elf wZ/i three Qr^i HdfJeSj ieifi^ 
Piftols^ Sword&, Iron Backs^ Bredfts, andHtfatd^pitcesi 'ofitd prd* 
per Furniture and Accoutrements to the fame appertaining^ J6^ 
bimfelfand tvioferuants^ whenever ^cJbaU think fit to require the 

fame J to be ready therewith within fourteen days notice to he given 
unto them by their Captain^ Lieutenant, or Standard-bearer, un^ 
der the penalty for every default to be chequed or expulfed clearly^ 
and put out of the room of a Gentleman Pcnfioner, as aforemen^ 
tioned. 

1 3. The fame as in the Orders of K. Charles I. 

14. Infubftance the fame as in the Orders of K. Charles I. ' 

15. 7)&^ Captain of the B^nd Jhall have a due regard that fuch 
Gentlemen Penfioners in Ordinary, ^^i^ Gentlemen Penfioners 
Extraordinary^ whom he JhalL appoint to do the duty of Corpo* 
rals, Sub-Corporals, File»leaders,tf/i^ Adjutants to the Bznd, Jhall 
henceforth always be fuch of the GtwtUm^ti as /hall have the mojl 
knowledge and experience in military difcipUnCy without having re* 
gar d to tbeir feniority ofadmijjion into the Band. 

1 6. The Habits y Artns^ and Cloathing of the Gentlemen Pen» 
iioners in Ordinary, and of the Gentlemen at Arms or Pen- 
fioners Extraordinary, Jhall be fuch as Wc or their Captain Jhall 
appoint. 

17. The fame as in the Orders ofK. Charles L 

^ 18. 7i6^ Trumpeters ^Our Hou(iiold attending onthefaidEsind 
when they are under Arms^ JhalU on every fuch attendance^ hence-- 
forth be mounted upon white Horfes. 

1 9. The accujiomed Oaths Jhall be taken by every Gentleman Pen- 
fioiler in Ordinary and by every Gentleman at Arms, or Peniioner 
Extraordinary, at their Admiffion into the Band. 
20* The fame as in the Orders ofK. Charles I. 

6 21. The 
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21. T'i^^ Gentlemen Peiiiioners in Ordinarjr, and the Gentle-' 
men at Arms, or Penfioners Extraordinary of the f aid B^ndjjball 
be advanced to be ComtninTioned Officers in our Army, preferably 
to all other perfons wbatfoever. 

Given at our Court at Whitehall^ the Tenth Day of February^ 

1684, in^^ Tear of Our Reign. 

I 

By bis Majesty*s Command. 
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APPENDIX. N^III. 



ADDITIONS and CORRECTIONS. 



Memoir. p...57' 

[In. the Note.]- 
-** This letter is printed in Dr. Chamhirlayne* i Prejehf 



** S/ateSy viz. 1737 ^ftd 1748"; but t'have never been able to find 
** tie Original or ^ny ofb'er Copy of it.** 

In the old Order- Book (mentioned in the Appendrx, No, \.\ 
there is a tranfcript of the letter abpve-given ; blit'it is not there 
faid'firom whence ?t wa«8 t»ken. 

Memo I R». p. 7^ 
— — ** 7he Banj> was reduced from Fifty -fc Forty. Tbir 



^* Dr. Chamber lay ne tells us t9ok pla$ebetvaeen the years 1672 and 
^ 1674/' 

Tiae point in quedion is. afcertaiMd by the following extrafb 
from a Declaration of K. Charies tl.. which liTued in .the year 
1^70 ♦. 

" Ch A RLES R* 

<* We having taken notice that fbme Gentliemen of cur Band- 
** of Gentlemen Pensioners have been admitted into the 
•< faid Band, not quahfied as heretofore for that fervice, which 
<< hath rendereci the faid Band lefs grateful to Us ;— -for the pre«» 

** vention 



t ^^9 "3 

" veiition of the fame for the time to come, Wk do hereby de- 
" dare, that the faid Band of Pensioners now coniifting of 
*« Fif/y AmII be redacei to Ff^rty that (hall be contuiiied« A«d 
** if We fliali think fit to remove any or all of thofe Forty that 
** fliall be continued, thpfe that (hall be fo' removed (hall re- 
•* ceive Half-pay durm^ tl^ir lives fefpeftivety, au^ thofe that 
<^ (hall fucceed in their places the other Balf^ and after their 

•* deaths the IVhoU:' 

» 

It Ihould be obferved here, in juftice to the Crown, that the 
Ten Gentlemen, then difcharged, were not totally negieded; 
for though the King, vflidn this reduction was made in the 
pumbcr of the B<ind^ ^lad £^il^rged the Pay pf all .th^O{ficers re- 
fpeftively, and had advanced that of each of the Forty G«n- 
TLEMEN, to loo/. pcr anoum : yet his Majefty, npt to difopife 
the Ten Gentlemen too unhandfbmely (who, we may equi« 
tably fuppoie, did not purchafe their places) was pleaied to a& 
fign to each of them a fum of money, equal Xo the pay of a ynear 
and an half, to be levied upon the ftanding Corps. The above* 
cited Declaration thereuppn :runs tbus^^^i^ That for the fatisfac- 
^f' tionof the ^ir;f [Oentlemeii] who quite leave the Band, the 
M remaining Fofiy^ aild theX^ers^ ihall- coMribute out of their 
^* fir(^ year*s Wages, which (ball be paid according to this new 
*f £ftabli(htnent, the fum of 1,500/.— and that We will order 
*f the-payment of their Arrears in the firft place, 

^^ Given under our Signet and Sign Manual, at our Court 

" at Whitehall, the 17th day of March, 1^704 

, • . » ^ ... ' , 

. . ►< >By his Majesty's Command, 



*« Arlington, 



f9 



Memoir. 
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Memoir, p. 77. 
•— •<* If Dr. Cbamberlayni s account he the truth (jind there 
<* is no reafon to controvert it) the Salaries both of the Officers and 
** Gentlemen arofe to tbeprejent Standard^ under K. James [the 
<* Second:"^ 

I thought that Dr* Chamberlayne might have been relied 
upon in a circumftance wherein he had an opportunity of recelv- 
ing perfonat information, and in a cafe which lay peculiarly 
within the province of a man w^ho profefledly undertook to give 
the ftate of the Court, and its revolutions, from time to time. 
When a body of Gentlemen, fb well known, and in io refpe^- 
able a line of character, underwent a change, in number as well 
as falary, it became almoft a matter of publick obfervation, alid, 
I prefume, did not efcape the notice, if it did not incur the 
cenfure^ of the world: but Dr. Chamberlayne has wandered fb 
far from the truth that the event took place two years^ at leaft, 
before he heard of it*. Let us revert to the Declaration of K, 
Charles IL (1670) before cited, and we (hall there find that the 
reduction of the Band in point of number, and the advancement 
of the Salaries, was the operation of the fame motoent, and that 
the latter was the refult of the former. Ten Gentlemen 
of the Band had been difcharged, and the King was thereby 
enabled, by fuch reduftidh, to enlarge the Pay of thofe Gentle- 
men who remained, as well as of the Officers. Thus the Decla- 
ration (of the year 1670) fpecifies that from thencpfdrth the feve- 
ral Wages of the Band fhould be as follows, viz. to the Cap- 
tain 1,000/. — To the Lieutenant 500/.— To the Standard- 
Bearer 3io/.— To the Forty Gentlemen (in the grofs) 4,000 /•-'• - 



ii*Vl*. 



♦ Sec bis Prcfent-Statc of the Year 1672, where ihc Gentlemen arc given, 
by namCj Fiflii in number. 

R To 
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To the Clerk of the Cheque^ 120 1. — and to tiie Gentleman-Hat^ 
if'^ger^ 70/. per annum. The Royal intention (as appears from 
another Claufe in the above Declaration) was to equafizc the Pay 
of the Officers of the Band of Penfioners with that of the corre- 
fponding Officers in the Corps of the Teomen.of the Guafd^ with- 
out enlarging the current expence allotted to the Band\ for the 
words run, that the Wages of the Officers fhould "be made 
** equal to the Pay of the Officers of the Teomen of our Guards 
M which We will (hall be done without increaiing the annual 
** Charge of Six Thoufand Pounds^ which is the ancient Wagci 
«* and Eftabli(hment of the whole Band ♦/* 

Memoir, p. 95. 

[ In the Note. ] 
'<* He adds [CLamber/ayne'] that nonefhall he admitted lnt§ 



<( 



« 



«* the Band except they Jhall have ferved at their cwn Charge^ far 
«« fix months at leafl^ as Gentlemen at Arras, or Pfenfioners Extra- 
ordinary. — •TA/Vi cirtumflance^ for want of Information^ L leave 
douhtjuir 

See the Orders of K. James IL (given in the AppendiXy No.IL 
Art. I.) where it is exprefsly faid that none (hall be admitted 
into the Band as Gentlemen in Ordinary^ who have not 
** ferved for the term of fix months at the Icaft, at their own 
** Charge^ as Gentlemen at Arms, commonly called, Gen- 
" TLEMEN Pensioners Exiraordinafy of the Band." By 
the words ** commonly called" one is induced to fuppofc that 
the Gentlemen Extraordinary were added by K. Charles IL 
though I have feen nothing to warrant it. K. James II. if 
this addition was his own a£l, feems to have been very rapid 
in making the Appointment ; for he afcended the Throne, 

* See the Mtmoir id a note to p. 64. 

Feb. 



Feb. 6, 16I54, N. S. and the Orders referred to are dated the 
loth of that Month in the fame Year. K. James IL it is well 
known, was follicitous to have a very fplendid Coronation, 
and fuch it was :-— but the Ceremony was no fooner per- 
formed than the Houfhold Eftablifhment fufFered a fevere Re- 
dudion, and it is to be fiifpefted, though the Band o(the^ For/y 
Gentlemen Pensioners /';; Ordinary ftood entire, that the 
Gentlemen Extraordinary might forfake their expedations, and 
withdraw jhemfelves from a difcouraging fervice, attended wirii 
aAual and immediate Charges. The chance, humanly fpeaking, 
was unequal, the £A:/rtf-GENTLEMEN being Eighty in number, 
<3ependent for Preferment and Pay upon contingent Vacancies in 
a Body of Forty *• 

The Gentlemen Extraordinary do not' appear, from Sand- 
ford's account of the Coronation of K. James II. to have made, a 
part of the Proceffion, ,fo that there is reafou to doubt whether 
they even exifted at the time of the Coronation, and might not 
all refign previous to that Ceremony, to avoid the ncceflary con- 
comitant Expences +. 

* Orders of K. James II. Art. ii. See Appendix, No. IL 
t The Forty Gentlemen Pensioners in Ordinary^ who attended the Coro- 
nation, are mentioned by name in Sandford. Twenty efcorted the King, and 
Twenty the Queen, flanking the Canopiei. Tlie Coronaiion took place on the 
ftjd of April after tire Acccffion. 
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Memoir, p. pdi* 

— — i— « *« // has been ctfftomary for many Tears pa/l to pureba/e 
ibe Office or Place of a private Gentleman of the Band of Penfi- 
ouers, and to fell the fame (with the Approbation of the Cap- 
tain) as occafon offer ed^^ 

It is here implied, that in cafe of Death, the Diipoiition of 
the vacant Port is in the Breaft of the Captain^ and fuch it is 
known to be ; every Transfer, from one Man to another, being 
a Matter of Indulgence, which he is at liberty to grant or refufe 
at pleafure. As to the Patronage of the Band, if I may fo call 
it, of 'which, for want of Authority, I have hitherto fuggeiled 
nothing, I have now a Sanation for adding what follows. 

By the above-given Order, of the i8th of March, 1670, the 
King refumes to himfelf the Appointment of the whole Band, 
which previoufly had been lodged with the Captain : but in 
the Year 1677, a Declaration now before me (extrafted from 
the old Order-Book) invefts the then Captain (the Earl of 
Rofcommon) with the like power as his PredecefTors had, in cafes 
of Vacancies by Death, before the Year 1 6/0 ; with provifion 
only that on every Change indifcriminately thcGentlemen^ thence- 
forth intended for Admiffion into the Band, (hould be firft per- 
ibnally brought to the King for his Approbation. This Power 
was again unrefervedly conferred upon the Captain by the 
Orders of King James II. (Art. 4.) and, as far as my prefent In- 
formation goes, has never been revoked. It is farther e(labli(hed 
by the Cafe which came in Queftion between Lord Lovelace and 
fome difcarded Gentlemen at the Revolution^ when the Captain's 
Power was confirmed by the King and Council ; refcrving 
2 only, 
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only, in future, that every Gentleman^ before his Admiffion,^ 
Ihould be prefeoted to his Majesty for his Concurrence ^. 



Memoir, p». 99. 
** l^be prefent Uniform is entirely at the PUafure 



** of the Captain, with the King^s Approbation.^* 
The Orders of King James II. 1684 (Art. i6i) confirm this. 

Memoir, p. 100. 
* *< The Captain is fworn into his Poft by the LoRp 



Chamberlain, in pcrfon, by virtue of the King's Warrant^' 

In the above*mentioned old Order- Book there are fome Mi- 
nutes left by Thomas Stapley^ Efq\ who was Clerk of the Cheque 
to the Band in the Reign of King Charles I. and dated 1633 ; 
wherein he fays, that antecedent to that Reign the Captain 
of the Band had not any Oath of Office admiwlftered to him : 
but that, after he was^ nominated by the King, he took pof- 
feiiion of the Pof with a little Ceremonial, which at once notified 
the Sovereign's Pleafure, and carried Dignity with it in the 
Eyes of the Court and the Publick. 

Mr. Stapley fpeaks in the third Perfon, and thefe are his 

Words, with which I (hall clofe this long Detail. " The 

** Captain of the Band of Gentlemen Pensioners never 
" ufedtotake any Oath; for he [Stapley] knew Five Captains 
" of the faidBAND, v \z. Henry Lord Hunjdon — GeorgeLord Hunjdon 
•* — The Earl of Northumberland— Ihomas Earl of Siffolk — and 
w Theophilus Lord IValden ; yet he never knew nor heard that any 
*« of the faid Captains were fworn: but their Manner was. 



* See the Memoir, p. 86» 



^« when 






c 
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when the Queen or King gave any of them th^ Place of 
Captain, to fend' for the C/erk of tbeCbeque, and call for a 
Roll^ and fuch of* the Band as were in S^uarter^ to acquaint 
them.with the Kino's Pleafurc to make him Captain: ■ ■ 
IVhereupofiy the nex,t Sunday following, fuch of the Gen-^ 
tlemen^ as were in Town, attended the Captain from his 
Lodging to the Prefence-Chamher^ whereby Notice was taken^ 
that the King had beflovved the Place of Captain upon 
him;* 
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